



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image1.emf]Photo © 2005 The Washington Post Company     Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium     The Inaugural Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium will be  held on November 12, 2005 in Williamsburg, VA.  The site is  the Ramada Inn 1776 where a block of rooms at a reduced   rate has been set aside for early registrants.       Merritt Huntington was a VOS member and President of  Kensington Orchids who passed away January 28. He was  involved with the American Orchid Society for more than 50  years. Labeled "Mr. AOS" by Orchid Dige st in 1996, he held  virtually every office in the organization, sometimes more than  once. He was president in 1974 and served on the board for  more than 30 years. He received the group's gold medal twice,  in 1983 and in 2001, the only member to do so.      He  also was a past president of the National Capital Orchid  Society, a trustee of the World Orchid Society and, for many  years, treasurer of the Eastern Orchid Congress, which also  honored him with two gold medals.      Speakers for this event will be Alan Koch  of Gold Country  Orchids in Lincoln, CA, Ervin Grainer of Gran Blue Orchids in  St. Gabriel, LA, and Luiz Hamilton of Amazon Orchids in  Manaus, Brazil.  Dr. Rob Griesbach will be the moderator.   Topics will be on miniature cattleyas, in search of the blue  c attleya and Louisiana culture tips, and Cattleya Walkeriana  and its hybrids.  In addition there will be a panel discussion  and review of plants which receive AOS awards.  While this is  not a judged AOS show, there will be individual plant judging.     Plants  for sale opens at 8:00 am and the first speaker is  scheduled for 9:00 am,  with conclusion around 4:30 pm or  whenever there are no more questions.       Vendors will bring a variety of other orchids and be available to  answer questions on both their plants as  well as those which  growers may have at home.  It will be a great time to share  knowledge of orchids as well as to gain an insight into  cattleyas and the many other genera of orchid.       Registration forms are available from Dot Pierce, 917 Beryl  Ave., Va B each, VA 23464, or by e - mailing her at  pierce.db@verizon.net.  The cost is $30 for the day and  includes a buffet lunch.  The hotel site is  www.ramadainn1776.com.                                             (BA)   Upcoming Orchid Events       JUNE 20 -   National Cap ital Orchid Society, United States  National Arboretum, 24th at R Street, Washington, D.C., 8 pm.   Harry Phillips  of Andy’s Orchids in California  will discuss  growing orchids on mounts instead of in pots. He will be  bringing plants for sale.       JUNE 25 - 26 -   Wo odstream Orchids Open House, 5810  Huntingtown Road, Huntingtown, MD 20639. Call (410) 286 - 2664 or go to www.woodsteamorchids.com for directions and  further information.       JULY 15 - 17  -   International Phalaenopsis Alliance 2005 IPA  Symposium, Sheraton Suites a t Philadelphia International  Airport, Philadelphia, PA.        H.P. Norton (Saturday), Orchidview, Moncks Corner, South  Carolina, will discuss his breeding of Phalaenopsis  violacea  to  ob tain his line of "Blue Genes."  Marhall Ku (Saturday), IPA  Regional Director , Taiwan, ROC, will discuss some of the minor  and non - commercial, but important, Phalae nopsis hybridizers  in Taiwan.   Norman Fang (Sunday), Norman's Orchids,  Montclair, California, will  speak about the new trends in  Harlequin Phalaenopsis and their impac t in the world of  Phalaenopsis.      Workshops include:  Media Culture  -  What does it take ... other  than luck, and it is not dirt.  Growing Under Lights  -  So you  want to grow orchids a nd don' t have a greenhouse ...  Fertilizing Techniques  -  "To feed or not to feed, that is the  question", (with o ur apologies to Shakespeare)  Meristems and  Stem Propagation  -  And  'they' talk about cloning ...  Plant Light  Stands 101 -  Who say's a plum ber can't build  a light stand?  Hybridizing  -  Discussion of hybrids and the relatives of  Phalaenopsis .     Registration and membership information can be found at:             www.phal.org/symposium/Eleventh%20IPA%20Symposium.htm       JULY 30 - 31 -   Parkside Orchids Summer Orchid Fest ,  2503  Mountainview Drive, Ottsville, PA 18942 .  Saturday 9   am to 5   pm & Sunday 9   am to 3   pm .  Admission is free.       Participan ts  include:   Brennan's Orchids, Creative Hydroponics,  Lois Duffin Orchids,  Fishing Creek Orchids, Floradise Orchids,  Garden Indoors, Gold Country Orchids,  J&L Orchids, The Little  Greenhouse,  Kelley's Korner Orchid Supplies,  Eleano ra R.  Freeman Orchid Art Pr ints,  Mai n Street Orchids, Mountain  Orchids, Oak Hill Gardens,  Orchidphile, Orchid Art,  Parkside  Orchid Nursery, Stony Brook Orchids,  Waldor Orchids, and  Woodstream Orchids .       For more information, please  call  ( 610)  847 - 8039  go to  http://www.parksideorchid s.com/fest_2005.htm .   ___________________________________________________     Richmond Orchid Alliance Formed     A new orchid society has bee n formed in the Richmond area.  M embership is open to  " all lovers of orchids - from the novice to  the advanced grower ." It's  main objective is to "promote the  cultivation and appreciation of orchids."         Meetings are held the 2nd S unday of each month except for  D ecember  in the  Discovery Room at the Science M useum  at 2  pm. For further information and a membership application,  ple ase write: Richmond Orchid Alliance, P.O. Box 7329,  Richmond, VA 23221 or visit the society's website at:  www.richmondorchidalliance.com.  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]The Virginia Orchid Society         Founded in 1949, we are a 501 (c) (3) non - profit organization.   We are affiliated with the American Orchid Society.       President   Michael Mealy   2213 Nortonia Road, Richmond, VA 23229 - 3350   804 - 282 - 1912   Email: glendree@aol.com       P resident - Elect   David Sombach   P.O. Box 6506, Ashland, VA 23005 - 6506   804 - 994 - 5721    Email: clearskyfarms@mindspring.com       Vice - President   Jerry Rogers   722 White Marsh Road, Wakefield, VA 23888 - 3099   757 - 899 - 4477   Email: jerry.l.rogers@verizon. net       Treasurer   Em erson Warden   9060 Rutland Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23116 - 2824   804 - 746 - 7136   Email: ECWarden@aol.com       Recording Secretary   Terry Farmer   12054 Hanover Courthouse Road   Hanover, VA 23069 - 1600   804 - 746 - 9586   Email: terryorchids03@yahoo.com       Corresponding Secretar y   Kay C. Patrick   5724 Heywood Road, Richmond, VA 23224 - 2820   804 - 276 - 5307   Email: xenon11@comcast.net       Committees:       Affiliated Societies   Valerie Thacker   804 - 746 - 4313   Email: vlthacker@excite.com       Finance & Endowment   Michael Fine   804 - 784 - 0304   Email: mlfine@ vcu.edu       Judges Forum   Joe Mathias   540 - 710 - 2323   Email: orchidude@aol.com       Publications   Eric Thiessen   804 - 897 - 5618 or 651 - 9406   Email: ethiessen@comcast.net                                                                                                PHOTO BY ALLEN BLACK     At Our Las t Meeting:     Door Prizes:   Peter's O rchid Food, donated by Michael M ealy, won by  Dawna Jeffarian & Shirley Shelton   Copper name tags,  donated by Michael M ealy,  won by  Michael Fine   Pla s tic name tags (6 bags) ,  donated by Michael M ealy,   won by June Pierson, Harry  Augustine, Royce Wollfolk,  Don Herrick, Elizabeth Guarino, and Mickey Grassberger       Raffle Prizes:   Dtps. Happy Ending, donated by Allen Black, won by  Valerie Thacker   Cornbrea d gift set, donated by Valli LaN eve , won by   Mickey Grassberger   Dendrobium, donate d by Terry Farmer,  won by   Mickey  Grassberger       Note:  The Show Table results will ap p ear in the next  newsletter.   ______________________________________________     "Sunshine"  Bylaws Changes  Passed     Passed unanimously at the May meeting:       Sec tion 1: The time a nd location o f all  meetings shall be  noted  to the membership in the N ewsletter.  Twenty members shall  con stitute a quorum for regular mee tings.       Section 2: The time and location of Executive Board meetings   shall be noted to the appropria te persons by the P resident.   The time and location of these meetings shall also be noted in  the Newsletter.   a) Nine me m bers shall constitute  a quorum for the  Executive  Board .   b) The  Executive Board  shall meet at least once each quarter  of the year.   c)  All  Executive Board  mee tings shall be open to the general  membership  an d to any member in good standing who wishes  to attend.       Section 3: No business affecting the VOS shall be conducted in  a closed meeting.  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]Man Charged With Illegally Selling Rare  Orchids On E - Bay     By BRENDAN FARRINGTON   Associated Press Writer   May 03. 2005      A man was charged with harvesting and selling rare orchids on  eBay, including an endangered species found almost entirely in  the Fakahatc hee Strand State Preserve, the swampy area  made famous in the book "The Orchid Thief" and movie  "Adaptation."     A man searching the Web auction site for orchids realized that  two of the species Gary Bienemann was selling are virtually  nonexistent outside tw o state parks, officials said Tuesday. He  called state officers, who discovered Bienemann had dozens of  legally protected orchids for sale.     Among them were ribbon orchids that are found in  Fakahatchee Strand and dancing - lady orchids found in  Jonathan Dick inson State Park. He also illegally had 56  butterfly orchids, 26 green - fly orchids, four leafless orchids and  one pale - flower polystachya, the state Department of  Environmental Protection said.     Bienemann, 47, of Clearwater, was charged in March with  unlaw ful harvesting, possession and sale of endangered,  protected and threatened species of orchids. The man who  reported him had been watching his eBay auctions for two  years and suspected that Bienemann had been getting his  plants from the wild, rather than g rowing them from seed.     The plants were being sold for about $16 to $40, depending on  the species, and also at a St. Petersburg - based nursery.     Bienemann has an unpublished phone number and couldn't be  reached for comment. A previous listing for him has be en  disconnected.     While Bienemann wasn't caught red - handed taking the orchids  out of state parks, the fact that he had the plants in his  possession and planned to sell them is illegal, said Mike Owen,  a state biologist at Fakahatchee.     "This is a guy that' s been involved with orchids for about four  years and he was really selling some big numbers of orchids  that he was collecting from the wild," Owen said. "Some of  them may have been taken from state parks, it's just really  hard to prove, but he definitely  was taking them from the wild  without permits."     Owen also participated in the 1993 arrest of John Laroche, the  subject of Susan Orlean's book. Chris Cooper won an Oscar for  his portrayal of the eccentric orchid dealer in the movie.     Orlean, who ventured t hrough the Fakahatchee's swamps with  Laroche, empathized with the difficulty of catching orchid  thieves.     "You can imagine how difficult it is to patrol all these natural  landscapes, particularly ones like the Fakahatchee," she said  from her Boston - area ho me. "There's just no way that they  can be thoroughly patrolled and no way that something as  small as a seed pod could be detected. It's not like stealing an  elephant or a palm tree."     While she condemned the practice of taking rare orchids from  the wild, O rlean said it's not an unusual practice.     "People are quite passionate about the rarest of the rare,"  Orlean said. "Orchids being already in that category of living  things with unusual charisma, the varieties of orchids that are  particularly rare are that  much more charismatic and desirable  and the only way you can get them is to steal them. You've  got the perfect recipe for an orchid thief."       http://www.gainesville.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/200505 03/APN/505031168   _____________________________________ ______________     Musical Orchids       Everyday, orchids growing in ‘Flora Exotica,’ the orchidarium  located on the India Carbon Limited (ICL) campus, listen to  songs by Lata Mangeshkar, Jagjit Singh and Pankaj Udhas.  ICL, producing petroleum coke in Guwahati,  is spread over  three hectares.      The orchid plantation area is dotted with sound boxes attached  to a hi - fi music system of a 1,000 watts. Every morning (6:00  am to 9:00 am) and evening (3:00 pm to 5:00 pm), the sound  system plays devotional songs, ghazals,  religious chants and  instrumental music for the orchids. “Orchids, like other plants,  like music. Music is essential to their growth. The vibration in it  helps in the growth of buds,” says Dr K N Bhagawati, former  head of plant pathology at Assam Agricult ural University.  Bhagawati has been associated with ICL for 12 years now.        Music was introduced in the orchidarium in 1997. Research  indicates that plants thrive if soothing music is played in the  background. However, they shrivel and die if exposed to l oud  music.          Almost 30 years ago, a woman teaching at Colorado University  conducted experiments on plants and concluded that they  thrive on classical music -  particularly the sitar. Recently, a  Japanese company created a gadget, ‘Plantone,’ that gauges  th e electrical activity in plants. It registers a plant’s response to  music.        ‘Flora Exotica’ is the first floriculture unit in the northeast  established for the cultivation and propagation of the finest  and most suitable varieties of orchids, especially h ybrid  orchids. The market value of a mature flowering plant ranges  from Rs 1,000 - 1,500.          The climatic conditions in the northeast are ideal for the  cultivation of orchids. Exotic species bloom in profusion in  Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. Out  of the 1,150  species of orchids found in India, more than 700 grow in the  northeast.        The North Cachar Hills of Assam are home to 400 species of  orchids. Taking advantage of the agro - climatic condition of the  otherwise trouble - torn region, ICL launched t his unique project  in 1991.        http://www.deccanherald.com/deccanherald/may222005/finea rts1324262005520.asp  




[image: image4.emf]JULY - AUGUST CULTURE CHECKLIST     Cattleya   Cattleyas this month require careful attention to their watering  and fertilizing needs owing to characteristically high  temperatures. Evaporative cooling is a must in areas of the  country where it is effective. Where  it is not (the more humid  regions), care needs to be paid to proper venting to keep  temperatures within reason. Bottom vents in conjunction with  top vents provide enough rising airflow to help keep plants  cool. Increased air flow lessens humidity and drie s plants out  more quickly, necessitating more frequent damping down and  watering, in areas where high humidity is not a problem.  Higher light and heat indicate more fertilizer. The growths your  plants are making now are the source of this autumn, winter  an d spring's blooms, so applying adequate fertilizer this month  is the best way to ensure future blooms. Higher temperatures  and humidity may also lead to fungal or bacterial rot problems,  so it is important to closely observe your plants for any early  indic ation of problems. Pests are also at a high point this  month for the same reason.       Paphiopedilum   Cooling and air circulation are especially critical in these two  months to prevent stress and avoid disease problems.  Watering needs to be closely monitored t o ensure that plants  do not dry out. Warmer - growing hybrids will be at the peak of  their blooming, with attention needing to be paid to staking of  spikes. Look for water lodging in growths, which can rot  emerging spikes and lead to the loss of the entire g rowth.       Phalaenopsis   Most, if not all, potting should be complete by now. This  month and next are when these plants achieve their maximum  growth. This growth will be that from which they set their  spikes for the coming season. The more leaves the plants  g row, the better potential for spiking will be realized. Growers  in  cooler  areas  such  as the Pacific coast have the advantage    this month, should they choose, of cooling for early season  spikes. Lots of heat and light call for liberal applications of  wa ter and fertilizer.       Cymbidium   Summer can be the most rewarding season for cymbidiums.  Growths should be coming strong now. The leaves of the new  growths are best when they are broad and fairly stiff. The  color should be a light green to nearly yellow. Ea rly flowering  varieties should be showing flower spikes, so move the plants  into a cooler area with lower light. For mid - season varieties,  lower the dosage of nitrogen to assist in spike initiation.       High - elevation Plants   For cooler - growing plants, such a s masdevallias, other  pleurothallids and the like, the next few months will be a  challenge. During the hottest times, keep your plants more  shaded and be sure to keep the humidity level much higher.  Do not let plants dry out. Delay any potting until the we ather  cools.       Odontocidium   Many of the intergeneric crosses between odontoglossums and  oncidiums, such as Odontocidium, Wilsonara and Colmanara,  will be blooming now. Take special care to train the spikes for  best floral display. Keep plants under fairly  shady conditions.  Watch for snails    and slugs.       Vandaceous   Genera p lants will be growing quickly now and really enjoying  the hot humid days so similar to their native habitat. Watch for  pests though, as many of these also enjoy the same conditions  as the  plants. Check flower spikes so that they can extend  unimpeded for the best flower presentation later.     The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay ...     http://www.orchidweb.org/aos/orchids/monthly.aspx?sec=22   ------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   The VIRGINIA ORCHID SOCIETY welcomes your membership renewal.     The Society is a 501(c)(3) tax - exempt association. Your membership dues are tax deductible. There are no goods or services provided  to you in consideration for this gift. Thank you for taking the time to renew your me mbership now.     Please make all checks payable to the Virginia Orchid Society, and mail them to:   Emerson Warden, 9060 Rutland Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23116 - 2824   Please cut off and mail with your check:   - ----------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------   2005 - 2006 VIRGINIA ORCHID SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP DUES     SINGLE  MEMBERSHIP   $22.50  _______                                                                  IS THIS A NEW  MEMBERSHIP? ____YES _ __ NO   FAMILY MEMBERSHIP    $30.00  _____ __ (DEFINED AS  MAILING TO ONE  ADDRESS)           ARE YOU AN AOS MEMBER?   ____YES _ __ NO     I WOULD LIKE  TO MAKE  AN ADDITIONAL DONATION TO THE  VIRGINIA ORCHID SOCIETY FOR:   The Henry S. Spencer Trust  $_____________________; and/or to  support the VOS  $____________ ___________.     NAMES(S)______________________________________________________________________________(AS TO APPEAR IN ROSTER)     ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________________     CITY/STATE__________ ______________________________________________________________________ZIP________________     PHONE: (H)______________________________ (W)_______________________________ FAX:______________________________   Please do not publish my phone number s  ____       EMAIL ADD RESS: _______________________________________________________________TOTAL REMITTED $_______________  


