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President—Jerry Rogers  
I have been a member of the society since 2003. 
My main collection consists of vandas, cattleyas 
and phrags growing in a greenhouse. I also have 
paphs growing under lights in my house. 
 
My background includes a degree in horticulture 
and time working as a research technician on 
greenhouse floral crops. I earn a living as a farmer 
in Wakefield and also work part time as a certified 
seed field inspector for the Virginia Crop Improve-
ment Association.  
 
Over the years, I have had leadership roles in 
civic and agricultural-related organizations. Cur-
rently, I’m serving on five boards. Most recently, 
the Virginia Secretary for Conservation Resources 
appointed me as a director for the Peanut Soil and 
Water Conservation District. 
 
If elected, one of my main goals will be to get the 
membership more involved in the activities of the 
society. 
 
President Elect—Garland Hanson  
Garland Hanson is originally from Poquoson, 
Virginia.  He moved west to Texas, California, and 
Arizona after school and returned to the Old Do-
minion to stay in 2004.  He owns Atlantic Safety, a 
safety consulting firm located in Midlothian, VA. 
 
Garland was bitten by the orchid bug in 1990 
while living in San Diego.  Ultimately, he served 
on the board of the San Diego Country Orchid 
Society and the Palomar Orchid Society in Vista, 
California.   
 
Since moving back to Virginia, Garland has be-
come an important player in the VOS; serving as 
Vice President, 2007 Show Co-Chairman,  devel-
oping the last two VOS rosters and organizing the 
wildly successful grower and member auc-
tions.  Garland has also been an active participant 
in all VOS activities and exhibits including the 
State Fair, Strange’s Bloomin’ Days, Lewis Ginter 
Plant Sales and other fundraising activities.  
 
Garland presence has been a refreshing addition 
to the Virginia Orchid Society as he has brought 
fresh, new ideas for club activities and fund-
raising.  His love for orchids and working with 
VOS members is evident and his enthuisiam in-
fects those around him. 
   
Garland grows mostly slippers but also collects 
classic cattleyas and some oddities including 
cycnoches, coryanthes, and others. 
 
Vice President—Valerie Thacker  
Valerie Thacker is currently an organic Master 
Gardener who enjoys creating “rooms” for the 
gardens she designs which have recently been 
certified as an official Backyard Wildlife Habitat by 
the National Wildlife Federation.  Valerie grows 
from seed most of the annuals, vegetables and 
perennials, many of which are heirloom varieties, 
in her gardens which  includes numerous varieties 

of antique, shrub and climbing roses, irises, day-
lilies, peonies and clematis. 
 
She has been a member of the VOS since 2004 
and on the board since 2005.  Her orchid collec-
tion is grown in a greenhouse and consists of 
species, vandas, phrags and cattleyas.  Valerie is 
currently the Newsletter Editor, Affliated Societies 
Chairman and co-chairs with Garland Hanson on 
the Show Committee.  Several of the activities/
exhibits that she has volunteered or been involved 
with are the Maymont Flower and Garden Show, 
VOS AOS Show, NCOS Show, State Fair, Lewis 
Ginter Plant Sales, June Fest and Strange’s 
Blooming Days. 
 
Valerie is currently employed as an office man-
ager and director of human resources for a local 
100+ employee business.  Her organization and 
problem solving skills have allowed her to tackle 
multiple projects with varying deadlines.  She 
strives to encourage employees to reach their full 
potential, maintaining workflow requirements.  
While assisting the operations manager with such 
projects as relocation, market analysis and regula-
tory issues affecting the business, Valerie has 
gained experience in management and personnel 
development.  She enjoys meeting each new 
opportunity head on and following it through to 
completion. 
 
Corresponding Secretary-Dianne Ross  
I joined the orchid society in March of 2004, at 
that time I had one orchid. I now have over 30 
plants and still growing. I would have more but I 
am running out of room in my house to put 
them.  I also love working outside in the flower 
beds. Another interest I have is the Clan Ross 
Association of the US and searching our Scottish 
roots. 
 
Recording Secretary—Terry Farmer  
I am Terry Farmer, I joined the VOS in September 
20004. I became Recording Secretary in June 
2006 and will continue in that position next year. I 
also work on the Show Committee with the Vir-
ginia State Fair Exhibit and Blooming Days Event 
at Stranges’ Florist. I have two small greenhouses 
the second was just finished last fall. Hope to see 
everyone for our summer picnic and a green-
house tour. 
 
Treasurer—Emerson Warden  
I've been involved with the VOS since 2004, and 
have served the past two years as the treasurer of 
the club.  I enjoy growing Vandas and have re-
cently begun purchasing quite a few cattleyas, all 
of which I grow in my greenhouse.  I enjoy being 
involved with the VOS and having the opportunity 
to socialize with our members and see all of the 
other types of plants that our members grow. 
  
I am currently employed in the Richmond area as 
a division controller where I handle all of the ac-
counting functions for an entire product line. 
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