The Orchid Keiki
Special Points of Interest:
Jan. 14 Meeting: 2:00 p.m. upstairs meeting Room at
Strange’s Garden Center (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
Next meeting is February 11 at 2:00 pm: Allen Black,
Brassavola culcullata and Its Hybrids

"The Biltmore Collection and The Challenges of
Growing Orchids for a Public Garden"
Garden"-- Marc
Burchette speaker
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Marc Burchette is currently living in Asheville, NC and a member of the Western
North Carolina Orchid Society. He started growing orchid around 1991 in Charlotte, NC. While living in Charlotte his collection was grown under lights for the
winter and outside during the summer. In 2000, he moved to South Florida and
grew his orchid collection outside year round. While living in South Florida, he
worked for G.E.M. Orchids in Delray Beach; Mickey’s Orchids in Fort Lauderdale;
RF Orchids at regional
shows. Marc also served as a
Board member of the Fort
Lauderdale Society for ten years.
In 2010, Marc moved to North
Carolina and built a greenhouse
to house his collection of about
800 plants. In 2012, he secured a
position with Biltmore Estate as
their orchid specialist. His primary responsibility is to maintain the collection and provide
blooming plants 365 day a year
for the estate’s conservatory
(right).
Marc’s talk will cover aspects of the Biltmore collection and the challenges and rewards of growing orchids for a public garden.

Members cannot bring items for sale. Please consider
donations to the VOS sale table at the show.

Important Upcoming Dates
2017-2018
September 17, 2017
Speaker: Kim Fedderson,
Cool Orchids that can be
Grown Outdoors
October 15, 2017
Speaker: Bob Sprague,
Orchids of US & Canada
November 19, 2017
Speaker: Barry Woolf,
Chinese Cymbidiums
December 3, 2017
Holiday Party and Food
Pantry Collection; Belmont
Recreation Center
January 14, 2018
Speaker: Marc Burchette,
Biltmore Collection and
Challenges of Growing in
Public Gardens
January 19-21, 2018
annual show and sale at
Strange’s Garden Center,
Short Pump, Richmond, VA
February 11, 2018
Speaker: Allen Black,
Brassavola culcullata & Its
Hybrids

President’s Message:
Hello VOS members!
Happy New Year to all! I trust everybody had the opportunity to spend time
with family friends during the holiday season.
The VOS holiday party was a success and everybody who attended had a
good time enjoying wonderful food and fellowship. Your generosity for the
food drive was greatly appreciated by the Central Virginia Food Bank.
January is a very busy month for the VOS. This year the show will be in
January and you can help make it a success, as you have done in previous
years, by volunteering to help with the show and coming to Strange's during
the show. The easiest way to help with the show is to enter plants in the
show. Please let me know if you would like to help with our 2018 show.
Remember to bring your item for the hospitality table. If you did not have
the opportunity to sign-up, you can still bring an item for the hospitality table. Please let Bernie know at b.b1951@hotmail.com or me
(hrginn@yahoo.com or 804-370-6987) know. You are welcome to come
early to help setup for the meeting and stay late and help put items away.
Looking forward to seeing
you at the January meeting
for a good time of fellowship and learning about
orchids, and refreshment.
Reed

March 18, 2018
Speaker: Nancy
Mountford, Topic TBA
April 15, 2018
Speaker: Clark Riley,
Orchid Breeding for the
Beginner or Veteran
May 20, 2018
Speaker: Leon Glicenstein,
Orchids in Peru
VOS does not meet during
the months of June, July
or August.
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IMPORTANT SHOW INFORMATION
VOS Member Sale Table at Strange's Show
Robert Thiessen is in charge of the table; he needs a list of every member's plants before the show.
Just a reminder: 15% of every sale goes to the VOS and 2.75% additional for every credit card sale.
All plants need to be in a good salable condition, i.e. clean, well labeled, and priced before the show.
Set-up is Thursday, January 18th so bring your plants to Strange's on that day. Make sure to contact
Robert prior to the show but no later than the VOS January meeting, so we can make sure every member that wants to have plants sold are well represented. Email or send Robert a list before the show set
-up. If there is a large amount of participation there may need to be a limit on plants for the first day
of the show, so the table is not overcrowded. If member's plants sell well they may bring a replenishment of plants later. It will be up to member's to check at the show if they want to replenish later.
-Member name

The list should contain the following:

-Plant name; if there are multiples of the same plant, assign a number to each multiple
-Sale price of each plant (if a multiples of the same type of plant, indicate difference in
price by the plant’s number or each plant will be marked at the same price)
-Include a description of the flower or picture, if plant not in bloom
Make sure to have plants ready and labeled, priced prior to the show. Thank you.

Contact Robert at: whitecloud20xx@gmail.

Photos courtesy of
Carolyn Tripp
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Virginia Orchid Society
2017-2018 Officers:
Reed Ginn
President
hrginn@yahoo.com
Nan Archer
Program Chair
nancyrchr@gmail.com
Deborah Sauer
Treasurer
ddsauer@gmail.com
TBA
Show Chair
*open and available*
Jean Webb
Corresponding Secretary &
Membership Chair
jswebb3@verizon.net

The AOS offers periodic webinars for both the public and for members only. Here is
information about the next public webinar. Registration is required at AOS.org-all
about orchids-webinars.
Webinar: Greenhouse Chat, January 2018:
Ron McHatton, Wednesday, January 10, 2018 8:0-9:30 pm EST.

Jessica Thiessen
Recording Secretary
squeaky2011@gmail.com

Join Ron McHatton who will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on
question submitted by attendees. Please send your questions to stillisch@cox.net by
January 6th.

Bernadette Banks
Hospitality Chair
b.b1951@hotmail.com

December: The Month of Unbridled Joy ~ by Thomas Mirenda

TBA
Judges Forum
*open and available*

This is a re-print of an article from Orchids magazine, December 2013. It’s still as
useful today as it was when Tom first wrote it.

Robert Thiessen
Library Chair
whitecloud20XX@gmail.com

Gifting Your Friends with Orchids and the Joys of Growing Them

TBA
Endowment Chair
*open and available*
TBA
Education Chair
*open and available*
Bill Akin
Plants & Auction Com. Chair
billakin@verizon.net
Linda Lawrence
AOS Affiliated Societies Rep
llawrence@reynolds.edu
Robin Maiorana
Publicity Chair
rmyorana@gmail.com
Daune Poklis
Past President
daunepoklis@gmail.com
Donna Poland
Newsletter Editor
in2gifted@gmail.com

I’m not ashamed to say that of all the people who’ve come and gone through my life, I
miss my mother, Patti, the most. This might make me a sentimental mama’s boy to
some, but I don’t care. Mothers throughout history have always gone to heroic lengths
to bring happiness to their progeny. I’ll never forget one holiday season when I was
eight or nine. I was an avid collector of rare seashells (I still am) and mom took me to
meet a famous local collector she read about in the newspaper to encourage my interest. There was a fascinating shell in that collection that was rare and probably one of a
kind. After all these years, I’ve never seen another. It was beyond my imagination that
I would find this rare creature inside a box under the Christmas tree that year. I don’t
think I can recall ever again being as ecstatic. I’ll never know what she had to do, nor
how much it must have cost, but that is what love is. And that year I knew I was
loved.
We all have the power to create such unbridled joy. With our orchid friends, in this
day of massive orchid propagation, such tasks are easy. Most adults won’t indulge in
that rare orchid for themselves, but you know what brings your orchid friends joy.
With all the strife, division and despair we’re feeling around the world, the gift of a
young seedling or clone of that orchid your friend so desperately wants should go a
long way to spreading much needed happiness and goodwill. This holiday season, I
encourage you to spread that unbridled joy of orchid growing. You might be surprised
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AOS Information Continued
at how good it makes you feel when full-grown adults jump up and down and run screaming around
the room like beloved, happy children.
BREAK THE ICE The weather has taken a turn for the inclement with the winter season. It’s bleak,
barren and cold outside, but warm, buoyant and full of life in the greenhouse. Spikes are everywhere
this time of year, particularly on Phalaenopsis and Cymbidiums, but also on many others triggered
by cooler night temperatures and short day lengths. Collecting ice and snow can be novel ways of
supplying pure water for your orchids, although you would want to melt them and allow the water to
reach room temperature before applying to your plants because cold water will shock them. Imagine
someone sticking your foot in an ice bucket while you’re sleeping.
UP IN THE AIR There is one thing that we all tend to lack in our air this month. If you wake up with
a scratchy throat and a dry mouth in the morning, it’s a sign your humidity has plummeted, often to
levels lower than a cactus might need. In the greenhouse, misting systems and wetting down gravel
and floors can help alleviate this problem, but on windowsills this can be much more challenging.
Pebble trays are one option, but any humidity that rises a few inches above the surface dissipates
quickly. (A pebble or humidity tray holds wet pebbles on which containers are placed; the increased
surface area of all the stones creates extra humidity around the plants.) Grouping your plants can
help create a humid microclimate. Frequent misting can be beneficial, but is labor intensive. Placing
plants behind a partition or shower curtain can create that humid terrarium effect, but beware of low
air circulation under such circumstances. I never cease to be amazed by the ingenious ways people
solve these problems for their individual conditions. If you have a novel solution you’d like to share
with our readership, please send it to me.
KEEN OBSERVATION Because temperatures and day lengths have decreased dramatically over the
last two months for most of us, it is more important than ever to monitor your watering, fertilizing
and other proactive activities in your collection. Some frequently grown orchids, including Cattleyas,
Phalaenopsis and most Dendrobiums, need significantly less water now than they did three or four
months ago. It’s okay for most succulent orchids, particularly those with large pseudobulbs, to dry
out more thoroughly at this time of year. Some plants should barely be watered at all. This is especially true for deciduous dormant plants, such as Ctasetums, nobile- and other deciduous-type Dendrobiums, many terrestrials and seasonally dry forest plants, such as Prosthechea citrina and Prosthechea mariae, that will rot if watered heavily at this time of year. Aside from books, the best way
to know these things is to observe your plants daily, and learn as much about individuals as you can.
At that orchid club holiday party, ask those more experienced growers about the plants you’re having
trouble with or don’t know much about. With few exceptions, orchid people tend to be uncommonly
nice. Most are happy to help.
Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades, is an AOS accredited judge, recently coauthored The Book of Orchids: A life-size guide to 600 species from
around the world and begins this month as the director of horticulture, education and outreach at
the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden (email: biophiliak@gmail.com; www.htbg.com).
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VOS Announcements
WEBSITE: Check it out vaorchidsociety.org
If you have speakers to recommend, insights on potential field trips, activities for the VOS, concerns, or questions, please reach out to one of the VOS Board members listed on page 4.

Photos courtesy of
Allen Black
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Like these photos? Add your own — just email
Donna Poland before the 1st of each month!!
You can email to in2gifted@gmail.com or text
them to 757-846-0981. Photos should be in a
jpeg format and attached to the email.

