The Orchid Keiki
Special Points of Interest:
February 18 Meeting: 2:00 p.m. upstairs meeting Room at
Strange’s Garden Center (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
Next meeting is March 11 at 2:00 pm: Nancy Mountford,
topic to be announced

"Growing Spaces"
Spaces"-- Jeff Morris speaker
Over 27 years ago, I purchased a phalaenopsis for a gift to give a relative. Silly me, at the time I decided that I could grow this strange plant and purchased
a seedling for myself. This has lead to an addiction to orchids that involved
doubling my collection every 6 months for the first several years. Currently, I
grow in excess of 2500 orchids in 3400 sq.ft. of greenhouse space. Early on I
favored paphiopedilums and vandas. These are still among my favorites, but I
now grow over 100 genera. I am currently 2nd vice president of the Char-
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lottesville Orchid Society where have served 5 terms as President.
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The speaker will be bringing plants for sale. Members
cannot bring items for sale.

Important Upcoming Dates
2017-2018
September 17, 2017
Speaker: Kim Fedderson,
Cool Orchids that can be
Grown Outdoors
October 15, 2017
Speaker: Bob Sprague,
Orchids of US & Canada
November 19, 2017
Speaker: Barry Woolf,
Chinese Cymbidiums
December 3, 2017
Holiday Party and Food
Pantry Collection; Belmont
Recreation Center
January 14, 2018
Speaker: Marc Burchette,
Biltmore Collection and
Challenges of Growing in
Public Gardens
January 19-21, 2018
annual show and sale at
Strange’s Garden Center,
Short Pump, Richmond, VA
February 18, 2018
Speaker: Jeff Morris,
Growing Spaces

President’s Message:
Happy February members!
It is February - the month of love, chocolates, and orchids! So don't forget
that special someone in your life.
The VOS orchid show was a success! Thank you for all of your support,
participation, and orchids for the VOS display. I encourage each member to
begin thinking about next years theme now and how you would like to participate. Want to know how much fun it can be to participate - just ask anybody who participated in this year’s show. The dividend comes when visitors are awe struck with the orchids, ask questions about orchids, and want
to know about our meetings. In fact, we had several individuals become
members after the show!! Let's thank Strange's by patronizing their store
and encouraging our friend's to do the same.
What goes with great fellowship and and a wonderful time of learning?
Great food and drink! Please continue to bring your delicious treats for the
hospitality table and please let Bernie know what you will be bringing at
b.b1951@hotmail.com so she can plan accordingly.
Please feel free to come early to help setup for the meeting and stay a little
later and help put items
away.
I am looking forward to
seeing you at the February
meeting for a good time of
fellowship, learning about
orchids, and refreshment.
Reed

March 18, 2018
Speaker: Nancy
Mountford, Topic TBA
April 15, 2018
Speaker: Clark Riley,
Orchid Breeding for the
Beginner or Veteran
May 20, 2018
Speaker: Leon Glicenstein,
Orchids in Peru
VOS does not meet during
the months of June, July
or August.
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Show photos from
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VOS 12th ANNUAL SHOW PICTURES
Setting up the show

Show photos
courtesy of Nancy
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Virginia Orchid Society
2017-2018 Officers:
Reed Ginn
President
hrginn@yahoo.com
Nan Archer
Program Chair
nancyrchr@gmail.com
Deborah Sauer
Treasurer
ddsauer@gmail.com
TBA
Show Chair
*open and available*
Jean Webb
Corresponding Secretary &
Membership Chair
jswebb3@verizon.net
Jessica Thiessen
Recording Secretary
squeaky2011@gmail.com
Bernadette Banks
Hospitality Chair
b.b1951@hotmail.com
TBA
Judges Forum
*open and available*
Robert Thiessen
Library Chair
whitecloud20XX@gmail.com
TBA
Endowment Chair
*open and available*
TBA
Education Chair
*open and available*
Bill Akin
Plants & Auction Com. Chair
billakin@verizon.net
Linda Lawrence
AOS Affiliated Societies Rep
llawrence@reynolds.edu
Robin Maiorana
Publicity Chair
rmyorana@gmail.com
Daune Poklis
Past President
daunepoklis@gmail.com
Donna Poland
Newsletter Editor
in2gifted@gmail.com

Shooting Stars and Everlastings ~ By Ken Slump

This is a re-print of an article from Orchids Magazine. It is still as useful today as it was when Ken first wrote it.

Orchids Offer a Range of Flower Longevity
It is interesting to consider how long any flower should or could last if it is not cut from the
plant. Certainly the stems, roots and foliage of most plants are much more durable than their
flowers.
When you think of such temperate plants as the tulip, crabapple or rose, perhaps a week at peak
bloom is all you can hope for, or maybe 10 days if the weather is favorable. Of course, the effective life of any particular blossom or inflorescence varies considerably throughout the plant kingdom. The range may be demonstrated by familiar examples, such as the daylily {Hemerocallis
cultivars), with blossoms that last for only a day or so, to the strawflower (Helichrysum species),
which produces flowers with vivid bracts that effectively retain their color indefinitely when
dried.
It is probably safe to say that most of the orchids popular with hobbyists produce flowers that are
at their most beautiful stage for a week or perhaps two. Yet orchid flowers show considerable
diversity in floral life as well. While none may be quite so durable as the strawflower, some orchids produce flowers that are effective for weeks or even months, while others, as does the daylily, last just a day.
A couple of orchid genera quickly come to mind when one considers flowers of particularly brief
duration. Even though their flowers are fleeting, both enjoy popularity. The Cattleya alliance genus Sobralia is a prime
example. There are about 100 species described. The plants are mostly terrestrial and are native
to tropical regions in Central and South America. Their cane-like stems typically mass into a
shrubby habit. Among the species, plant stature varies from 2 or 3 feet (.6 to .0 m) in height to
some that tower 9 to 12 feet (2 .7 5 to 3.7 m) tall.
Many Sobralia species produce flowers that are large, showy and colorful. For a few years, I
have been trying to cultivate a half dozen species in the landscape of my subtropical garden in
South Florida. Even though it would be a stretch to say that they have thrived, a couple of them
produced a number of blossoms this past summer. Sobralia decora has performed the best. My
cultivar has a pale violet-pink coloration rather different from others I have seen. I was particularly pleased when my Sobralia leucoxantha flowered. Its large white flowers are accented by
bright yellow in the throat of the lip and, indeed, are reminiscent of a white cattleya. Both of these species' flowers last just a day, but each inflorescence produces a succession of them.
Sobralias generally do best in semi-shaded intermediate conditions. They need to be kept moist
in the root zone, which may be my primary difficulty with them, as my soil is sandy. I am considering moving the ones I have back to pots. Friends have told me that they have had good success growing them here in a mix formulated for terrestrial orchids.
Stanhopea is another genus of evanescent orchids. What they lack in floral longevity, however, is
more than compensated by their floral intrigue. There are more than 50 species that range from
Mexico to Brazil. They are epiphytic and most will thrive in intermediate conditions. Open wire
baskets, lined with sphagnum, suit them best, as many inflorescences are produced basally and
project downward.
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AOS Information Continued
The flowers of stanhopeas must be seen to be believed. They are among the most amazing of all orchids and
defy description. Most last but a day or two, and many are fragrant. Nearly any of the species makes a worthy
horticultural subject and every orchid grower should try at least one. For me, the bold coloration and large
flowers of Stanhopea tigrina are hard to beat.
When it comes to floral longevity, few orchids can outperform contemporary phalaenopsis hybrids. I have enjoyed some for more than three months. That is not to imply that each flower lasts that long; however, from
the time the first flowers open until the last of an inflorescence fades can easily span most of a season. Indeed,
the human eye, which seems to thrive on fresh images, can begin to tire of such long-lasting flowers before
they are spent.
The Dendrobium branch of the orchid family also includes some with durable blossoms. Interestingly, some of
the longest lasting are the Dendrobium bigibbum (Dendrobium phalaenopsis) types from Section Phalaenanthe. The parent species are found in New Guinea and Australia and their flowers resemble small phalaenopsis
blooms. Flower color varies from purple to pink and white. Horticulturally, they require bright light, warm
conditions and a dry winter rest. Keep them tightly potted or grow them on slabs. Most of their inflorescences
are beautiful for easily a month or more.
Another group of dendrobiums with long-lasting flowers is Section Latouria. This clan includes about 50 species ranging from the Philippines to Samoa, the majority of which are found in New Guinea. Many have closely spaced spindle- or club-shaped pseudobulbs with the foliage and flowers produced near their ends. The
flowers of some of the larger-flowered species within this group tend to be nodding and they often have petals
that are twisted. In recent years, selective breeding has produced considerable improvement in both flower
form and carriage. Many of the hybrids are tolerant of a variety of conditions so long as the light is filtered and
the plants are kept somewhat moist. Flowers are said to last six to 10 weeks or more on many of them. The
hybrid Dendrobium Roy Tokunaga {atroviolaceum × johnsoniae) is a good example.
But it is not just genetics that makes a flower long lasting or not. Nutritional and environmental conditions
affect floral longevity as well. Excessively hot and dry conditions will usually shorten flower life. Somewhat
cooler, humid environments will generally encourage blossoms to last a few days longer.
A plant that is nutritionally deprived will often produce short-lived flowers, if it flowers at all. This was
brought home to me with my plant of Vanda Pachara Delight (Karulea × Gordon Dillon).
I do not grow many vandas because I tend to lack the time and dedication needed to provide the daily watering
and regular fertilization that makes them thrive. My V. Pachara Delight was a gift a few years ago and seems
to be a game little plant as it regularly produced a spray of five or six dark violet flowers that lasted about 10
days, despite my neglect. Last spring, I resolved to take better care of the plant and upped my commitment to
its moisture and nutritional needs. The change was dramatic. The plant began to develop sturdier roots and
more of them. Its last flowering produced an inflorescence of nine blossoms that were beautiful for about three
weeks.
Perhaps someday, through botanical gene therapy, we can
have a Stanhopea flower that lasts as long as a phalaenopsis. Until then, look after the environmental and nutritional
needs of your orchids as well as you can, so that the flowers
they produce will last as long as possible.
Ken Slump used to write monthly for Orchids magazine. 2
Middlesex Drive, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33305-3907 (email kenslump@aol.com).
Photo courtesy of Nancy Archer
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VOS Announcements
WEBSITE: Check it out vaorchidsociety.org
If you have speakers to recommend, insights on potential field trips, activities for the VOS, concerns, or questions, please reach out to one of the VOS Board members listed on page 4.
Show photos courtesy of
Carol Hollenbeck
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Like these photos? Add your own — just email
Donna Poland before the 1st of each month!!
You can email to in2gifted@gmail.com or text
them to 757-846-0981. Photos should be in a
jpeg format and attached to the email.

