The Orchid Keiki
Special Points of Interest:
April 15 Meeting: 2:00 p.m. upstairs meeting room at
Strange’s Garden Center
Next meeting is May 20 at 2:00 pm: Leon Glicenstein,
Orchids in Peru

"Orchid Breeding for the Beginner or Veteran "
Dr. Clark Riley speaker
Clark Riley has been an active orchid grower since 1957. At the age of six, he
got his first plant, a probably-collected Yellow Ladyslipper (Cypripedium pubescens) from a perennial nursery. The plant died a miserable death in a short
time, but not before blooming and cementing a love of orchids that has lasted
over half a century. He has labored ever since to make amends by promoting
the sound cultivation of Ladyslippers. He grows a wide range of orchids,
including several thousand terrestrials, hardy
species, and ladyslippers, Brazilian Laelias, and
specialty Phalaenopsis, often from seed. He was
the producer for the book and CD of Proceeding
of the North American Native Terrestrial Orchid
Conference. He is a member of the Maryland
Orchid Society and the American Orchid Society.
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He can be reached at drriley@aol.com or visit his
web site at http://cyps.us

The speaker will be bringing plants for sale. Members
cannot bring items for sale.

Important Upcoming Dates
2017-2018
September 17, 2017
Speaker: Kim Fedderson,
Cool Orchids that can be
Grown Outdoors
October 15, 2017
Speaker: Bob Sprague,
Orchids of US & Canada
November 19, 2017
Speaker: Barry Woolf,
Chinese Cymbidiums
December 3, 2017
Holiday Party and Food
Pantry Collection; Belmont
Recreation Center
January 14, 2018
Speaker: Marc Burchette,
Biltmore Collection and
Challenges of Growing in
Public Gardens
January 19-21, 2018
annual show and sale at
Strange’s Garden Center,
Short Pump, Richmond, VA
February 18, 2018
Speaker: Jeff Morris,
Growing Spaces

President’s Message:
Happy Spring To All!
According to the calendar, the first quarter of 2018 now is history, and
for the VOS, this means only two more meetings for the first part of 2018
before breaking for the summer.
Now is the time to think about what you would like to do as a society
between the last meeting in May and before the first fall meeting in
September. By planning activities and or outings we can continue to stay
in touch with each other.
You are cordially invited to come out to the Board meeting on June 10,
2018, and present your suggestion(s) for an outing or activity. This will
greatly assist the Board in deciding which activity or activities to offer.
Remember to bring your item for the hospitality table for the April meeting and let Bernie know what you will be bringing at
b.b1951@hotmail.com so she can plan accordingly. Not sure what to
bring for the hospitality table, just contact Bernie and she will let you
know what you can bring.
Please feel free to come early to help setup for the meeting and stay a little later and help put items away.
I am looking forward to seeing you at the April meeting for a good time
of fellowship, learning about orchids, and refreshment.
Reed

March 18, 2018
Speaker: Nancy
Mountford, Topic TBA
April 15, 2018
Speaker: Clark Riley,
Orchid Breeding for the
Beginner or Veteran
May 20, 2018
Speaker: Leon Glicenstein,
Orchids in Peru
VOS does not meet during
the months of June, July
or August.
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Virginia Orchid Society
2017-2018 Officers:
Reed Ginn
President
hrginn@yahoo.com
Nan Archer
Program Chair
nancyrchr@gmail.com
Deborah Sauer
Treasurer
ddsauer@gmail.com
TBA
Show Chair
*open and available*
Jean Webb
Corresponding Secretary &
Membership Chair
jswebb3@verizon.net
Jessica Thiessen
Recording Secretary
squeaky2011@gmail.com
Bernadette Banks
Hospitality Chair
b.b1951@hotmail.com
TBA
Judges Forum
*open and available*
Robert Thiessen
Library Chair
whitecloud20XX@gmail.com
TBA
Endowment Chair
*open and available*
TBA
Education Chair
*open and available*
Bill Akin
Plants & Auction Com. Chair
billakin@verizon.net
Linda Lawrence
AOS Affiliated Societies Rep
llawrence@reynolds.edu
Robin Maiorana
Publicity Chair
rmyorana@gmail.com
Daune Poklis
Past President
daunepoklis@gmail.com

VOS — I took this from the March POS issue. With spring being so late, this may still
be appropriate for today.

March: The Month of Work - By Thomas Mirenda

(This article was originally published in the March 2015 issue of Orchids Magazine)
MOST OF US spend a lot more time working at our jobs than at any other activity.
While life balance may seem somewhat out of whack for the workaholics among us, fulfilling work and accomplishment makes us feel proud, productive and engaged. For
many of us, work gives meaning to our lives. Yet I fear so many of us doubt what we do
has any impact at all. While I am lucky enough to have a job I’m passionate about, many
among us only work to generate money, and the satisfaction these people get from the
work itself is pretty negligible, if it exists at all. Sometimes when working for a large
company we tend to get lost in the corporate machinery and, like cogs in a wheel, lose
cognizance of the relevance of our daily tasks. If we don’t believe what we are doing is
important or worthwhile, why should we bother to get good at it?
I think all us humans fall into this syndrome from time to time and March is a month
where inspiration may be scarce indeed. Everyone reading this has a unique life-history
and perspective, much like the orchids we cultivate. We all have purpose and direction as
well as lovely and nurturing personalities. I’ve never met an orchid grower who didn’t.
Whatever your role in this workaday world may be, you are part of the fascinating, vibrant and passionate world of orchid growing. What better thing could we aspire to than
to spread that joy and passion we know so well to others? I hope I see you out there at
the next orchid show doing exactly that!
BACK TO THE GRINDSTONE March, with its lengthening of days and warming of
temperatures, marks the beginning of the growing season for many of us. Many of our
orchids, such as phalaenopsis and cymbidiums, have been blooming the last few months,
but haven’t done much vegetatively since last fall and therefore haven’t needed much in
terms of water and fertilizer for quite a while. Now you should be seeing the beginnings
of new growths, and most importantly, new green root tips. This is your signal that
growth has resumed; repotting season has come and you need to be ready!
SUPPLY CHAIN It may seem a bit premature, but now is the time to stock up on the
supplies you’ll need for the onslaught of repotting necessary in the coming months. Your
friends at the garden center will be so happy to see you and are likely to give you firstrate customer service because their business is still pretty slow until spring is in earnest
next month. Get the jump on your orchid needs by purchasing fresh potting mix and a
wide variety of containers in an array of useful sizes, both clay and plastic, as well as
mounts and baskets, rhizome clips and stability stakes. Get enough so that you won’t
have to interrupt your rhythm and momentum during potting season to head back to the
store for just a bit more.

Donna Poland
Newsletter Editor
in2gifted@gmail.com
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AOS Information Continued
PRIDE IN YOUR WORK If you haven’t worked with your plants in a while, get out the books and
review your potting techniques, and maybe invite a friend (or that curious teenager across the street)
to help you. Sometimes showing someone else how to do something is the best reminder for protocols, such as how to strategize against spreading virus, potting securely and effectively and keeping
an eye out for problems such as pests and pathogens that might have gone unnoticed in a crowded
winter greenhouse. Reward your helpers with a nice healthy division of something pretty and vigorous that grows easily. This is to ensure they get the orchid bug too!
FRUITS OF YOUR LABOR The work you put into your collection this month as well as in April
and May will invariably influence your success for the rest of the year. Plants that are neglected in
the spring rarely perform well in the long term. While some plants will bloom a little better when
slightly root-bound, waiting too long to repot will eventually lead to declining health and even death.
Search your collection for plants that have grown past their pot rims (with obstreperous aerial roots)
or don’t dry out (due to rotting roots or broken down mixes) or have weeds and ferns taking over,
crowding out your precious orchids. There is nothing quite like a fresh potting job to fix a multitude
of potential orchid problems. A little hard work now will repay you in boatloads of floral productivity
this coming year!
—Thomas Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is an AOS accredited judge. He recently co-authored The Book of Orchids: a life-size guide to 600 species of orchids from
around the world. Tom recently assumed the directorship of horticulture, education and outreach at the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden. (E-mail: biophiliak@gmail.com; www.htbg.com)

Photos courtesy of Carolyn Tripp
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VOS Announcements

The Virginia Orchid Society will be entering a display in the Blue Ridge Orchid Society’s
April show. This will be an AOS judged show. 15 to 25 orchids will be needed to fill a four
foot diameter table top display. Orchid plants on the smallish size are needed to fit in with
the size of the display. Ron Geraci is in charge of the display, so please contact him
(ronandtony@gmail.com) if you have plants to loan. He would be happy to collect your
plants any time between April 21 and 25 before the show. Thanks in advance for your
offerings as this is a great way for the VOS to thank the BROS for their participation in our
annual shows. A couple of orchid vendors will be there to entice you to take a drive and
rediscover downtown Roanoke.
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