NOVEMBER 2020
VOL. 9 (5)

THE ORCHID KEIKI
Newsletter of the Virginia Orchid Society
www.vaorchidsociety.org

Steve Shifflett
of Floradise Orchids will present a
talk on orchid culture.
Steve will bring plants to sell. The process will be
similar to how it was done when Keith Davis was
here: Select and take home your orchids, and call
Steve on Monday with your credit card information.
Sunday November 15, 2 to 4 pm.
Belmont Recreation Center

For over three decades, Janet
Cherchuck & Stephen Shifflett have
been providing the DC /
Charlottesville / Richmond region
with premium orchids and expert
advice from their greenhouse on
U.S. Route 15, just 1/4 mile north
of the Gordonsville Circle.
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Virginia Orchid Society
2020-2021 Officers:
Gary Marshall: President
junemarshalldesigns@outlook.com
Donna Poland: President-Elect
in2gifted@gmail.com
Robert Rand: Vice President &
Program Chair
robertrand41@comcast.net
Paul McNamara: Treasurer
mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com
Sam Johnson: Corresponding
Secretary & Membership Chair
mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com
Jessica Thiessen: Recording
Secretary
squeaky2011@gmail.com
Bernadette Banks: Hospitality
Chair
b.b1951@hotmail.com
Robert Thiessen: Library Chair
whitecloud20xx@gmail.com
Robin Maiorana: Publicity Chair
rmyorana@gmail.com

President’s Message
By now many of you have probably heard that the
VOS Executive Board has cancelled the Annual
VOS Orchid Show for 2021. This step was taken
to safe guard the health and safety of Members of
VOS, our affiliated orchid societies, and the
general public. Tom Rush of Strange’s Green
House and Nursery was also consulted in this
matter. The good news is that we will continue to
meet at the Belmont Recreation Center on the third
Sunday of each month. Happily, we will have a
Holiday Party at Belmont Recreation Center on
December 6, 2020. Further information will be
announced soon.* I wish everyone a Happy and
Healthy Thanksgiving!
Gary
* Please mail your reservation form and check so
that they will arrive by the November 20 deadline.
Questions? virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com

Debby Sauer: Endowment Chair
ddsauer@gmail.com
Linda Lawrence; Education Chair
llawrence@reynolds.edu
Daune Poklis: AOS Affiliated
Societies Rep
daunepoklis@gmail.com
Reed Ginn: Past President
hrginn@yahoo.com
Ron Geraci: Newsletter Editor &
Webmaster
virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com
Judges Forum: Michael and
Coreen Gelber
caddis1079@gmail.com
Show Chair: Open & Available

2

Remember
Our Meeting Location!

Belmont Recreation Center
1600 Hilliard Road
Richmond, VA 23228
Covid-19 Compliance: Please make sure that you wear a mask from the time you
enter Belmont and throughout the entire meeting until you exit the building. And please
practice social distancing. This is a county requirement. In addition, your temperature will
be taken and hands will be sprayed with hand sanitizer as you enter the front door. Anyone
with a temperature of 100.4° or higher will not be allowed to stay. Remember to sign-in at
the welcome table at the entrance to the meeting room. Thank you for helping us maintain
the health and safety of our members, but please do not come if you feel ill. And respect
Belmont’s rule that no money (cash, check, or charge) is permitted to change hands
while on Belmont property.

The VOS Socially Distancing Meeting Space
For those with apprehension about attending our meetings, here are several photos
showing the seating arrangement and our show table. There is plenty of space between
chairs. The Belmont staff is very good at sanitizing everything.

Photos by Robert Rand
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Monthly Checklist for November and December
Cattleya

Growers of just about every level of expertise will have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. Days are
becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less intensity as a result of the sun's lowering angle, nights
are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding by slowing and ripening their growth in preparation for
winter.
The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more
slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and lower temperatures, as well as the plants'
slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key word is
reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but feed. Growths, made during summer's
heat, and relatively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief period of rest (in
many cases).
Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming winter or spring flowering season.
In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath development does
not mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring seasons.) You may notice that some of these sheaths
are showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced temperature fluctuation can
lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of senescence, so yellowing
sheaths can be left on the plant only so long before they must be carefully removed to preserve the bud
primordia within. Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The sheaths can be safely
removed by slitting open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb.

Cool-Growing Orchids

One can almost hear a sigh of relief from all of the cool-growers, from masdevallias to odontoglossums. As
day temperatures decline, one can see a noticeable improvement in these plants. Shorter days and lower
light levels do not seem to bother them. Repot before winter arrives.

Cymbidium

Finally we begin in earnest the main cymbidium season. Cymbidium
ensifolium can give some early and fragrant hybrids, but it is now that the
bulk of the crop will be flowering. The season lasts for about seven months,
adding color to any collection. Miniature varieties will peak for the next three
to four months. There are three important things to do: stake inflorescences
ramrod straight for best presentation, watch for slugs and snails (especially
just after a rain), and fertilize with a mild balanced formula regularly.

Oncidium crispum Complex

This is the season for plants in Oncidium section crispum from Brazil to
shine. Extremely vigorous hybrids come in wide varieties of markings
dominated with chestnut and brown and butter yellow. Give plants high light
to produce strong upright inflorescences. The pseudobulbs should be
plump, so do not let the plants dry out while they are in bloom. Later, plants
will enter a dormant period.

Paphiopedilum

Cymbidium ensifolium produces
delicate flowers with a
delightful citrus fragrance.

The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" paphs is just getting
underway. These cannot be grown everywhere, but where cooler summer
nights allow their growth, there is no longer-lasting or more exotic display
than these.

Paphiopedilums are, in general, not heavy feeders, and it is especially important with this type to reduce
nitrogen levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be watchful for water accumulating in the growth
around the sheath, or for the late-season warm spell, either of which can lead to the sheath's rotting. As the

4

spikes emerge, do not change the orientation of the plant toward the light, as this can lead to a crooked or
twisted spike
While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced beginning now.
Overwatering at this time of year can quickly lead to root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the time to practice
good sanitary practices in your greenhouse or growing areas, as pest and disease problems have a way of
multiplying rapidly in the darker and more crowded conditions that generally mark the winter growing area.
With paphiopedilums, especially, "cleanliness is next to godliness" and if the growing area is littered with old
foliage, weeds and dying flowers, keeping the plants alive and flowering will be next to impossible.

Phalaenopsis

Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more
northern climates, or on the west coast, growers have already begun to see the early inflorescences that may
be ready for Christmas. In the eastern areas, nights in the greenhouse will now be in the low to mid 60s,
depending on the thermostat setting, so the first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to bloom until Valentine's
Day at the earliest.
A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to giving the best possible spiking, as will a boost in
potassium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom booster"-type fertilizer is definitely indicated in the next
few months. Disease and pest problems are best dealt with now, especially as mealybugs hide in the bracts
and flower buds. Once they have established themselves, they are difficult to eradicate, and flower damage
or crippling results. Potential disease problems can be dealt with by the application of a copper-based
compound to control/alleviate rot problems before they start. There is nothing more frustrating than to have
shepherded your plants through a growing season, only to have them decline before your eyes.

Vandaceous Genera

Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to
cool-growing orchids, it is not for vandaceous plants. The
only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your
plants in such a way as to take advantage of as much light
as possible. This can be a problem in northern latitudes.
Reduce watering and feeding schedules.

Reprinted from the AOS website.
Neofinetia falcata will thrive in cooler temperatures
and produce graceful vanilla-scented flowers

REGISTRATION REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow! Webinar announcements are
posted to Facebook, Instagram and in the AOS Corner of your Affiliated Society’s newsletter. We digitize the webinars
and they are available to view at your leisure. GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for future viewing.
Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to greenhousechat@aos.org
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From

the November AOS Orchid-gram:

The First Thanksgiving
by Bob Naumann
For many centuries before the Pilgrims landed, Christians
celebrated a religious ceremony to thank the Lord for
success. This might be a successful battle, the end of a
plague, or a bountiful harvest. Today I am referring to the
first thanksgiving on American soil.
Jean Ribault and about 150 French Huguenots left France
and landed near the mouth of the Saint Johns River on
May 1, 1562. They built a fortified settlement called Fort
Antique postcard postmarked 1912
Caroline. In 1564 they dedicated the town "La Caroline".
The Huguenots celebrated the first thanksgiving on American soil on June 30, 1564. In addition to a religious ceremony
thanking the Lord, they had a feast. Most of the food was provided by the local Indians and probably included turkey,
deer, fish, corn, and squash.
The Spanish had claimed all of North America for Spain. The Spanish did not want a French settlement on their territory.
In 1565 they sent Pedro Menendez with about 800 people to expel the French. Most of Menendez's people were soldiers
and sailors but the group also included about 40 families. Upon landing at what was to become Saint Augustine, on
8 September 1565, the Spanish celebrated the second thanksgiving on American soil. They started with a religious
ceremony to thank the Lord for a safe voyage and followed with a feast. Since they just arrived the feast was mostly
from ship's stores. The main course was a stew called cocido. The basic stew ingredients were salt pork, garbanzo beans,
and garlic. The Seloy Indians, who lived on the site, participated in the ceremony and the feast. The Indians probably
contributed to the feast.
On 20 September 1565, the Spanish destroyed Fort Caroline. On 29 September 1565 and 12 October 1565, the Spanish
killed all but a few of the French. The killing took place at a place called Matanzas.
Jamestown, Virginia was first settled in 1607 when three ships arrived from England. They had nothing but trouble from
the start. The settlers were not good farmers, the land was not fertile, and they arrived at the beginning of a 6-year
drought. In a few months 80% of the party were dead. More settlers came and more supply ships came but things always
went poorly. They fought with the Indians and they fought with each other.
Near the end of 1619, things were looking up. On 4 December 1619, they held the third first Thanksgiving. Rather than
feast, they fasted and prayed, to thank the Lord.
On 9 November 1620, the Mayflower arrived in America with about 100 settlers. The settlers stayed on the ship for the
winter. About half of them died from starvation and disease. In the spring they built a common building and moved
ashore. The Mayflower returned to England. They planted crops and learned to hunt and fish. By the Fall of 1621, food
was plentiful and they had adequate shelter.
Around October of 1621 they gave thanks to the Lord with a three day, fourth first Thanksgiving. There certainly was
group prayer, lead by my 11g grandfather William Brewster, but the fourth first Thanksgiving was more about eating
than praying. The feast was attended by 51 pilgrims (22 men, 4 women, 25 children) and 90 Indians. The food was much
like our traditional Thanksgiving dinner except they didn't have potatoes and we don't include fish, lobster and deer.
If things had worked out differently, we might be celebrating Thanksgiving in June or September rather than November
and the main course might be cocido rather than turkey. Reprinted with Permission from the Florida Pioneer Museum
Newsletter, November 2020.
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