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A Webinar is Planned for
the October Meeting
A webinar featuring a Green House Chat by Ron McHatton, Education and
Science Officer of the AOS, will be the program for October. He speaks on
a number of topics from which one will be selected for the meeting.

Remember: October Meeting Day Change!
(Belmont was not available on the third Sunday)

Sunday October 11th, 2 to 4 pm.
Belmont Recreation Center
Remember
Our New Meeting Location!

Belmont Recreation Center
1600 Hilliard Road
Richmond, VA 23228
Covid-19 Compliance: Please make sure that you wear a mask from the time you enter Belmont and throughout the
entire meeting until you exit the building. And please practice social distancing. This is a county requirement. In addition, your
temperature will be taken and hands will be sprayed with hand sanitizer as you enter the front door. Anyone with a temperature
of 100.4° or higher will not be allowed to stay. Remember to sign-in at the welcome table at the entrance to the meeting
room. Thank you for helping us maintain the health and safety of our members, but please do not come if you feel ill.
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Virginia Orchid Society
2020-2021 Officers:
Gary Marshall: President
junemarshalldesigns@outlook.com
Donna Poland: President-Elect
in2gifted@gmail.com
Robert Rand: Vice President &
Program Chair
robertrand41@comcast.net
Paul McNamara: Treasurer
mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com
Sam Johnson: Corresponding
Secretary & Membership Chair
mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com
Jessica Thiessen: Recording
Secretary
squeaky2011@gmail.com
Bernadette Banks: Hospitality
Chair
b.b1951@hotmail.com
Robert Thiessen: Library Chair
whitecloud20xx@gmail.com

President’s Message
In these uncertain times, the VOS must be flexible. For
example, the VOS Board had to move our meetings to the
Belmont Golf Club. At the last VOS monthly meeting on
September 20th, membership voted to continue our Judges
table. Michael and Coreen Gelber have agreed to oversee
the Judges Table and maintain the relevant records.
I hope to see you at the next meeting on October 11th.
Please remember: this meeting is not on the third Sunday
of October but on the second Sunday in October.
Gary Marshall
Board Meeting: Sunday October 25th.
Everyone is invited to a special board meeting to discuss our annual AOS
judged show. It is time to decide the greater question of whether to hold the
show or not in these times of the pandemic. Remember that this show
provides the lion share of our operating expenses, so your input is important
and your comments are welcome. Meeting location will be at Henrico
County’s Libbie Mill Library, 2100 Libbie Lake E St, Richmond, VA 23230
(off of Staples Mill Road north of West Broad Street), from 1:30 to 3:30 pm.
Please remember to wear your mask, and you will be temperature screened
as you enter the library.

Robin Maiorana: Publicity Chair
rmyorana@gmail.com
Debby Sauer: Endowment Chair
ddsauer@gmail.com

Facebook Page:

Linda Lawrence; Education Chair
llawrence@reynolds.edu

The VOS Facebook page is up and running so be sure to be a part
of the information exchange by joining this new VOS endeavor.
This is a private page available only to VOS members. Members
have already begun to upload photos of their blooming orchids and
have posted interesting questions and answers.

Daune Poklis: AOS Affiliated
Societies Rep
daunepoklis@gmail.com
Reed Ginn: Past President
hrginn@yahoo.com
Ron Geraci: Newsletter Editor &
Webmaster
virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com
Judges Forum: Michael and
Coreen Gelber
caddis1079@gmail.com
Show Chair: Open & Available
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!

The VOS has finally reclaimed this email address from a long ago
past president. This address will be used for all correspondence
from the society, including your newsletter. The newsletter editor
will monitor this account. At some point in the future, a “Contact
Us” tab will be added to our website using this address.

September (and October!): The Month of Aloha
By Thomas Mirenda

A singularly beautiful word from the Hawaiian language with several meanings including love, hello and goodbye, Aloha
is more about spirit and philosophy. It reflects a caring and nurturing nature that kind people feel for each other. It does
not judge, it does not discriminate and it is a universal term of endearment. This month, many of us say goodbye
wistfully to summer friends, jobs and carefree days, while simultaneously embarking on fantastic new adventures and
initiatives. I am no exception, as I begin my new position at the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden this month. I know this
new adventure will be hard work and will present many challenges for me. Nonetheless, I am invigorated by the Aloha I
know I will experience there. Needless to say, the capacity to grow orchids outside is icing on the Haupia cake.
Our lives take us on many different paths, but all of us on the orchid path know what it means to be nurturers and
cultivators. This month as the seasons shift again and temperatures and day length wax and wane (depending on what
hemisphere you are in), it is important to be very observant of your collection. Some photoperiod-dependent plants will
slow down with these changes, others may speed up as temperatures are more to their liking, but one thing is for sure,
changes are coming!
OVERHEATING IS OVER With the onset of fall, many things shift; that is, temperatures are getting lower and nights are
getting longer. The intense, and sometimes damaging, heat that has kept many plants in suspended animation is ending
and more favorable growing conditions commence. I have often seen new flushes of growth on cattleyas, dendrobiums
and oncidium alliance plants this time of year. If you live in a climate where the cold weather does not start for a couple
more months, then you can water and fertilize as you might in the spring for another month or so. But if your winter
weather starts in October, you might want to slow down or hold off on feeding your plants this month to get them ready
for dormancy, (catasetums, and deciduous dendrobiums) or spike initiation (phalaenopsis and cymbidiums).
THE GREAT OUTDOORS Any plants that have summered outside may have grown spectacularly with the excellent
light, fresh air and rainwater. Even so, if you live in a harsh winter area, you need to at least start thinking about where
the plants will go as the weather shifts again to cold. Make sure your indoor spaces, be they greenhouses, windowsills
or light rooms are sanitized and ready for the return of all the orchids that were camping out this summer. Since they will
have grown, there may not be room for everyone! You might consider giving away some plants to new orchid society
members or making some divisions of really choice plants that you love and cannot part with.
SAFETY INDOORS It is also very important to inspect plants for hitchhikers such as ants or sow bugs (or worse things)
that might have invaded them while outside. Spray or drench any such plants before bringing them inside as they can
cause serious problems if they spread through your collection. It is also wise at this time to test your heaters, vents,
fans, and misting and irrigation systems to make sure they are still in good working order. You do not want that
unpleasant surprise of finding them malfunctioning during the first cold snap of the year.
WILD AND GARDEN ORCHIDS Many fantastic natives are blooming around this time of year including the glorious
platantheras and spiranthes among others. Do not miss this show! Find out about local populations and see these
beauties at their peak of blooming. If you are growing hardy orchids such as bletillas and cypripediums in your gardens,
most have ragged foliage by now, or may not even be visible above ground this month. Make sure you mark their
location and purchase or gather the mulch (usually pine needles are good for many of these types of plants) that is
helpful and often necessary for their winter protection. I am looking forward to not having to do this winter ritual anymore.
Do not be jealous. Come visit me instead! Aloha!

(As pertinent now, as it was then - Reprinted with permission ORCHIDS VOL. 86, NO.9, September 2017)
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Orchid Digest Presents
International Speakers Day: A Virtual Experience
All speakers live via Webinar
October 31, 2020 12:30—5:00 PM EDT
Registration Fee: $30
Register to join us at: www.orchiddigest.com
All registrants will be entered in a raffle for prizes donated by our sponsors and for new
or renewals of memberships to the Orchid Digest

Lourens Grobler, Afri Orchids, Pretoria, South Africa.
“My 10 Favorite African Orchids”
Lourens has been growing orchids since he was ten years old, and now co-owns Afri Orchids,
a nursery that for 40 years has specialized in species from around the world. The collection
includes approximately 4,000 species. Laurens is the co-author of the Field Guide to the
Orchids of Northern South Africa and Swaziland. He is an accredited South African Orchid
Council Judge and chaired the judging committee at the 21st. World Orchid Conference.

Andrea Niessen, Orquideas del Valle, Cali, Colombia
“Orchids in Nature in Colombia”
Andrea, a native of Cali, Colombia, former virologist and lifelong orchid grower, has served as
the president of the Asociaciόn Vallecaucana de Orquideologia and judge of the Colombian
Orchid Committee. A popular speaker, Andrea has given lectures around the world. With her
husband Juan Carlos Uribe, Andrea owns Orquídeas del Valle, an orchid nursery that has been
researching, reproducing, and exporting Colombian orchids for over 25 years.

Lou Jost, EcoMinga Foundation, Baños, Ecuador
“Orchids as Guides to the Conservation of Unique Biodiversity”
Lou, an internationally renowned expert in molecular phylogenics, has made significant
contributions to the protection of orchids and orchid habitats in the New World Tropics.
Originally from the US, Lou was fascinated by tropical diversity, and worked in Mexico and Costa
Rica before moving to Ecuador in 1994. He has described a number of new Ecuadorian orchid
species, many found in unprotected areas. Lou formed the EcoMinga Foundation in 2006 to build
large reserves to protect strategic biodiversity hotspots.

Alek Zaslawski, AWZ Orquídeas, Vitόria, Brazil
“Beautiful Brazilian Mountains (and the Orchids that Grow There)”
Alek, an engineer, grew up surrounded by orchids, and traveled with his father to see and
photograph orchids in nature. He joined his father to establish AWZ Orquídeas in 1991,
and they began to reproduce many of the species in their collection because of their rarity
and disappearance from the wild. Now with over 20,000 plants from around the world,
the nursery has some of the finest known varieties of Cattleya Alliance species.

Special thanks to our sponsors!
Sunset Valley Orchids * Ecuagenera * H & R Orchids * Waldor Orchids * The Orchid Inn *
Tropical Orchid Farm * Woodstream Orchids
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