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Summer Announcements 

The VOS board members approved Belmont Recreational Center as our meeting location for the entire 
2021-2022 year.  Not only is the Belmont location a bit more central to most of our members, their 

meeting rooms are well equipped for zoom presentations.  Currently the only covid-19 restrictions Belmont  
imposes are self-guided temperature checks at the front door, and the wearing of masks for those who have not 
been vaccinated (as per CDC guidelines).  Any update in covid-19 restrictions issued by our Governor will be 
included in the September newsletter. 

#1 

For those who have not yet sent in their membership renewal, please remember Belmont’s rule that 
forbids the exchange of anything monetary while on their property, either indoors or in the parking lot.  

The renewal form has been attached to the transmitting email, so please complete it and mail the completed 
form with your check to the address on the form. 

#2 

Sarah Hurdel will be our September speaker.  She has been one of the AOS judges for our annual show 
for a number of years.  She has an extensive collection of over 600 orchids growing under lights in her 

basement.  This will be a zoom presentation from her growing space as she describes all of the details for  
successful under-lights growing.  A portion of the presentation will be a question and answer session.  We will 
have our usual show table, and there will be door prizes! 
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Virginia Orchid Society 

2021-2022 Officers: 
 

Donna Poland:  President  

in2gifted@gmail.com 
 

President-Elect:  Robert Rand 

robertrand41@comcast.net  
  

Robert Rand:  Vice President & 

Program Chair  

robertrand41@comcast.net  
 

Paul McNamara:  Treasurer  

mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com 
 

Robin Maiorana:  Corresponding 

Secretary & Membership Chair  

rmyorana@gmail.com 
 

Benjii Maust:  Recording Secretary 

turnbacktime113@gmail.com  
 

Bernadette Banks:  Hospitality 

Chair 

b.b1951@hotmail.com 
 

Library Chair:  open 
 

Robin Maiorana:  Publicity Chair 

rmyorana@gmail.com 
 

Debby Sauer:  Endowment Chair  

ddsauer@gmail.com 
 

Linda Lawrence;  Education Chair 

llawrence@reynolds.edu 
 

Daune Poklis:  AOS Affiliated 

Societies Rep 

daunepoklis@gmail.com 
 

Gary Marshall:  Past President 

junemarshalldesigns@outlook.com 
 

Ron Geraci:  Newsletter Editor & 

Webmaster 

virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com  
 

Judges Forum:  Michael and 

Coreen Gelber 

caddis1079@gmail.com 
 

Show Chair:  Open  

 

 

Also being planned for this fall is a presentation by Francisco Miranda, 
of Miranda Orchids:  www.mirandaorchids.com    He offers a handful 

of lecture topics.  Our request for you is to visit his site and decide which  
lecture you would most like to hear, and email your choice to our program 
chair, Robert Rand.  His email address is in the box to the left. 

#4 

There has been a few meeting date shifts either due to holiday  
avoidance or room availability.  Here they are:  S-19, O-17, N-14, D-19, 

J-16, F-20, M-20, A-24, M-15. 

#5 

Earlier this summer, in honor of Art Chadwick Senior, the VOS made a  
donation to the AOS as was the wishes of the Chadwick family. #6 

Perhaps the biggest news of the summer is that Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden has invited the VOS to hold our annual AOS judged show in 

the north wing of their conservatory—the same space where they hold their 
butterfly exhibit.  A few key VOS members have been instrumental in  
discussing this possibility with LGBG board members.  With their approving 
decision, they are as excited as we are in having found a wonderful space for 
our show and establishing a new connection for the VOS with the Garden.  
Planning for the change in show venues is taking place rapidly as decisions  
are finalized.  More details will be presented at our September meeting. 

#7 

And lastly, also attached to the transmitting 
email is the pink Lady Slipper Orchid-Gami 

for your end of summer artistic endeavors.  As you 
will read on the following page, these were created for 
North American Orchid Conservation Center as  
a way to encourage awareness of our native orchids.  
Check out their website for all of the other species 
available in Orchid-Gami form for free down-loading. 
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North American Orchid Conservation Center     
www.northamericanorchidcenter.org 

 

Why is the NAOCC important? 
 

There is currently no centralized effort to understand or preserve native orchids in the U.S. and Canada and 
the majority of the orchid research and propagation efforts have focused on tropical species. Research on 
temperate orchids has been conducted by a relatively small number of individuals, educational institutions, 
and botanical gardens. The pace of research and conservation efforts relative to native orchids in the U.S. 
and Canada is far too slow to assure the survival of the more than 50% of all native orchids that have been 
listed as threatened or endangered. Only through a focused large-scale and integrated effort that engages the 
public will survival of orchids be assured. NAOCC is the first nationwide collaborative effort to seek ways 
to conserve the orchids of North America. 
 

Go Orchids        
Go Orchids is a tool developed by NAOCC to explore orchids native to the U.S. and Canada. Go Orchids 
initially focused on orchids in New England and the mid-Atlantic. Orchids of the southeast and Alaska have 
since been added.  Use the following web site address and key in an orchid name or location to learn more 
about our native orchids.   

            www.goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org        

 

Native Orchids 
Native orchids are ecologically diverse and are found in every state and 
province in the U.S. and Canada.  The majority of the species, however, are 
listed as threatened or endangered in some part of their range.  In Virginia, 
the Small Whorled Pogonia and the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid are 
threatened.  In 1962, A dairy farm in southern Anne Arundel County, Md. 
was bequeathed to the Smithsonian Institution that has evolved throughout 
the years to become The Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 
(SERC).  SERC provides science-based knowledge to meet the  
environmental challenges of the 21st century.  As the leading environmental research 
institute, SERC’s headquarters comprise 2,650 acres of diverse landscape and 15 miles 
of protected shoreline on the nation’s largest estuary - the Chesapeake Bay.  The site 
serves as a natural laboratory for long-term and cutting edge ecological research.  Here, 

the scientists at SERC are exploring the most pressing 
issues affecting the environment, including toxic  
chemicals, water quality, invasive species, land use,  
fisheries, and global change.  With a desire to expand its 
environmental research to the world of native orchids, 
the Smithsonian joined with the U.S. Botanic Garden to 
form the North American Orchid Conservation Center 
(NAOCC—a part of SERC).  The mission of NAOCC,  
a national network of partnerships, is to assure the  
survival of all native orchids in the U.S. and Canada.    

SERC:  www.serc.si.edu Small Whorled Pogonia 

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid 

Moccasin Flower Orchid-Gami 
 

Included with this newsletter, the pink lady slipper (also called moccasin flower) orchid-gami was created for 
the North American Orchid Conservation Center (NAOCC) and the United States Botanic Garden as a fun  
activity to raise awareness about the conservation and ecology of our native orchids.  There are currently 28 
different orchids available for free download from NAOCC’s website.  The moccasin flower orchid-gami has 
been provided to the VOS as a curtesy of the NAOCC. 
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