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Francisco Miranda of Miranda Orchids
Will present “The Genus Cattleya in Brazil”
● 2:00 p.m. - Sunday November 14th. at Belmont Recreation Center ●

Francisco Miranda was born in Rio de Janeiro, on February 6,
1956. He has been growing orchids since 1979, the same year he
got his degree in biology, and in 1981 he began his taxonomic
studies of the orchid family. During 1981, he lived from March to
November in the city of Manaus, in the state of Amazonas, which
is in the middle of the Amazon region. During 1982 he returned to
Rio de Janeiro, where he began field trips to Minas Gerais and
Espírito Santo, mainly to try to find rupiculous Laelia species in
their natural habitats. Between 1983 and mid 1985, Francisco went
back to Manaus,
where he began his
Master’s degree and
continued to make
extensive field trips to Rondonia and the area of the future
dam of Tucuruí, in the state of Pará. From the hundreds of
herbarium specimens prepared, many new species were
described in subsequent years, mostly in the genera of
Catasetum and Mormodes. In mid-1985, Francisco finished
his Master’s degree and his thesis, “Section Cattleyodes of
the genus Laelia” , and continued to make frequent field trips
to the habitats of the Brazilian laelias. These years of orchid
field research have resulted in many new described species
and several scientific papers in reviewed scientific journals
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North Wing set up for Orchids Galore, a previous show.
Photo-by-Don-Williamson-Photography

President’s Message
Hello VOS members!
Fall is in the air . . . . some winter too!! Everyone hopefully has brought
any outside plants indoors for the year. Just like your plants, our orchid
society needs some extra attention and support this time of year. Several
people have worked very hard to negotiate, investigate, create documents,
and communicate information to strengthen our relationship with Lewis
Ginter Botanical Garden’s staff so that we
can have a wonderful show in the North
Conservatory and vendors/lectures in the
Robins Room in March 2022. But that’s
not all that needs to be done to make our
show a success and inform the public of
the wonderful plants we all love. When
you volunteer, you put your voice into
action. Make your voice heard! Volunteer
to support your society in this wonderful
endeavor.
Sincerely,
Donna
See page 4 for show update.

Our Meeting Location!

Belmont Recreation Center
1600 Hilliard Road
Richmond, VA 23228
Covid-19 Compliance: Currently the covid-19 restrictions Belmont imposes are

self-guided temperature checks at the front door, and wearing masks is required for all
visitors in Henrico County facilities regardless of vaccination status. Thank you for helping
us maintain the health and safety of our members, but please do not come if you feel ill. And
respect Belmont’s rule that no money (cash, check, or charge) is permitted to change
hands while on Belmont property.

Miranda Orchids - Continued
of Brazil, the U.S. and Germany, and also two books. The first one,
published in Japan, of which he wrote about one third of it, including orchids
from the eastern coast of Brazil plus central region and mountains of Minas
Gerais and Bahia states. The second one was published in 1996, on the
subject of the orchids of the
Brazilian Amazon region.
These two books are not
taxonomic treatments, but
instead illustrated guides on
very interesting Brazilian areas. In 1996, he was the Program
Chairman for the 15th WOC in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Since
1988, the author has been going at least twice a year to the
United States and other countries with the main purpose of
giving lectures to Orchid Societies on several different
subjects on Brazilian
orchids. From 1986
to 2000, he owned an
orchid nursery in Rio
de Janeiro,
Orquidário Boa Vista, specializing in producing superior cultivars
of Brazilian orchid species. Presently, he owns Boa Vista Orchids, a
Haines City, Florida-based nursery, where high-quality species in the
Cattleya alliance are being produced and continuing the Orquidário
Boa Vista's tradition. Since 2001, he has been a qualified Taxonomic
Authority for the American Orchid Society, specializing in the
determination of Brazilian
orchids, mainly of the Cattleya
alliance. And since moving to the United States, he concentrated even
more in giving lectures throughout the country, neighboring Canada and
also in Brazil. More recently he resumed his taxonomic work and is
guiding tours to Brazil on a more regular basis with the main objectives
of orchid observation, photography
and conservation awareness.
Francisco Miranda
Miranda Orchids
4763 Polk City Road,
Haines City, FL 33844, USA
Phone / Fax: 863-422-9398
http://www.mirandaorchids.com

Francisco will
bring orchids to sell
(Payment via mailed
check to him on Monday)
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Show Update
As Donna already mentioned in the October newsletter, we are going to have our 15th Annual Show and Sale
at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, March 4-6, 2022. The theme of the show is "In Love with Orchids and
Gardens", which will tie our passion for orchids with the place where they can be appreciated by everyone.
The preparations for the show are in full speed: we have secured most of the vendors, received favorable
responses from neighboring Orchid societies and are working closely with the Gardens' public relations,
hospitality department, and many other individuals. The mainstream of advertising is scheduled after the New
Year when the Garden Festival of Lights will be over. However, we are asking our members to spread the
news to their orchid and gardening friends. The more, the merrier!
As always, the show will not succeed without your support and participation! If you have already signed the
volunteer sheet – GREAT! If not, please consider signing up for various tasks in person at the VOS November
meeting or by email to Irina ineverova@yahoo.ca or Donna in2gifted@gmail.com or contact members of the
Show committee:
Stan Baker - responsible for vendors - we need help unloading/loading flowers
Ron Geraci and Linda Lawrence - visiting societies displays - we need help unloading/loading flowers
Daune Poklis and Joe Mathias - show judging and awards - we need help clerking
Nan Archer -VOS display - we need help setting up and take-down
Robin Maiorana - welcome table - we need help the entire show to welcome guests and hand out literature
Show Set-Up: Thursday March 3
Show Take-Down: Sunday March 6
Show Vendor and Exhibiter Helpers: Thursday March 3
VOS Show Exhibit/Display: Thursday March 3, and Sunday March 6
Judge’s Clerks: Friday March 4
Welcome Table: Friday March 4 through Sunday March 6
Irina, Show Co-Chair

Miranda Orchids
(Purloined from their website!)

Miranda Orchids started in 1999 and is a nursery specializing in growing mainly selected Cattleya
alliance species. In a sense, it is a continuation of Boa Vista Orchids, a nursery we ran in Brazil from
1986 until we moved to the U.S.A. Many of the plants available are produced in our lab and nursery
in Central Florida from our extensive collection of stud plants. The rest we bring from Brazil to
increase variety and novelty. Being native Brazilians, and having had a nursery for many years, we
know that there is a lot of development in Cattleya species being done there. This is mostly because a
lot of those species are native from Brazil (including all the bifoliate cattleyas) and because these
plants are favorites of growers there. Of course having lived and grown orchids for a long time there
we know most of the growers and what is being produced and we go there several times a year to
make sure we are kept up-to-date. Miranda Orchids also grows other Brazilian species so if you are
looking for something in particular do not hesitate in contact us. Our goal is to be your number one
source for selected Brazilian Orchids.
Miranda Orchids is located between Orlando and Tampa, on the I-4 Central Florida corridor. Access
is done by I-27 south from I-4 or from I-4 exit 48 south. We are about 4 miles in straight line south of
I-4.
Miranda Orchids is own by Maria Cristina and Francisco Miranda, both born in Brazil and living in
the U.S.A. since 1999.
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Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Waltler Shinn

Calanthe vestita

Vacation Time for Orchids: A Dry Winter Rest
Compiled by Ed Lysek and Sandra Svoboda
Reprinted with permission from the Orchid Digest, Volume 83-1, Jan., Feb., Mar. 2019

Photo by Lourens Grobler

MANY ORCHIDS GROW in areas where the weather turns drier, cooler, and
brighter during the autumn and winter months. Frequent morning fogs are
common. In most cases, the early days of the dry period are characterized by
condensing morning fogs which deliver small amounts of moisture to the plant,
progressing to much drier days during the last four to six weeks of winter. For
these orchids to bloom and grow properly, a winter rest is necessary. You can
achieve this by reducing your usual watering and fertilizing frequency in autumn
and winter days. Some orchids that should not have water or fertilizer, and that is
what we are describing in this article.
Grouping plants together that need similar care can help you in managing this
change in your fall and winter care. When withholding water, if the canes or
pseudobulbs of your resting orchids begin to shrivel or wrinkle, an occasional
light misting may be necessary.
As with many things with orchids, there are differing opinions amongst growers.
Calanthe cardioglossa
Here is our list, based on research of the experts in the field, of those orchids that
need a dry winter rest with neither water nor fertilizer that will allow
you to get the best out of your orchids.
Calanthe cardioglossa
Calanthe rubens

Calanthes
Deciduous calanthes (the subgenera Preptanthe) bloom in the late
autumn, and when the blooms are finished, and the leaves have
dropped, restrict all water. When new roots appear, water sparingly
until the leaves form.

Calanthe hirsuta

Calanthe rosea

Calanthe labrosa

Calanthe succedanea

Calanthe papuana

Calanthe vestita

Calanthe punctate

Catasetinae
The Catasetinae is a group that includes a number of familiar genera, including Catasetum, Clowesia, Cycnoches, and
Mormodes and the intergeneric hybrids. All these orchids have a distinct winter dormancy and an active summer growth
phase. Once you understand their cultural requirements, this distinct growth cycle makes these plants fun to grow and
flower.
● November 15 in the Northern Hemisphere (May 15 in the Southern Hemisphere): Reduce Watering!
In autumn when leaves yellow, reduce watering to about half the amount and frequency.
● January 15 in the Northern Hemisphere (July 15 in the Southern Hemisphere): Stop Watering! In early
winter, stop watering even if the plants are blooming or some green or yellow leaves remain. If they
shrivel so much that you are concerned, mist lightly or occasionally, trying not to allow water into the
root area.
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Clowesia warscewiczii ‘SVO’

● May 15-June 15 in the Northern Hemisphere
(November 15-December 15 in the Southern
Hemisphere): Begin watering when roots are three
to five or more inches long. It's OK to slip the plant
out of the pot to measure root length. Once
watering begins, water like a monsoon!

Photo by Fred Clarke

Photo by Fred Clarke

Photo by Fred Clarke

Catesetum fimbriatum ‘Golden Horizon’

Catamodes Dragons Tail ‘dark Tale’

Catasetum species and hybrids
Clowesia species and hybrids
Cycnoches species and hybrids
Momodes species and hybrids
Catamodes (Catasetum x Mormodes)
Clowestum (Catasetum x Clowesia)
Cycnodes (Cycnoches x Mormodes)
Fredclarkeara (Catasetum x Clowesia x Mormodes)
Monnierara (Catasetum x Cycnoches x Mormodes)

Photo by Fred Clarke

Mormodia (Clowesia x Mormodes)

Mormodes andreettae ‘SVO’ AM/AOS

Many cattleyas, laelias, and oncidiums will finish growing by
the end of autumn and should be hardened off with reduced
water and fertilizer but not the Spartan regime of other
genera. Fertilizing with less frequency will make these
genera happy and prevent them from breaking into unwanted
off-season growth that frequently delays flowering.

Photo by Fred Clarke

Cattleyas, Laelias, Oncidiums

Cycnoches lehmannii

Dendrobiums
In some species of dendrobiums, a rest period is as vital as light, air, or water. Fertilizer should always be reduced during
the rest period. The continued application only contributes to salt buildup in the potting mix and doesn't help the plant.
Himalayan dendrobiums of the nobile type and the section Callista begin their vacation in late fall. They should be put in
a bright spot (especially if you live in an area where the light is decreased during the winter) and given no water or
fertilizer until after they have bloomed in the spring. Some growers keep them bone dry, other heavily
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mist once or twice a month. When flower buds appear, you can increase the misting, but wait for your normal watering
and fertilizing until you have flowering and new growths have started.
Some of the dendrobiums should have cooler temperatures during this time. To determine that, you need to do some
research to determine the geographical location of the dendrobiums that you grow. Jay's Internet Orchid Species Photo
Encyclopedia at www.orchidspecies.com is a excellent resource.
Australian dendrobiums: Most require watering sparingly during the winter. Those below require a much drier winter
rest.
Dendrobium kingianum

Just enough water in winter so pseudobulbous stems don't become
shriveled.

Dendrobium macrostachyum (syn. stuartii)

Withhold water until new growths are 1.5-2.0 inches (3.7-5.0 cm)
long.

Dendrobium tetragonum

Some recommend no water during the winter while others
recommend occasional misting.

Section Phalaenanthe
Dendrobium affine

Withhold water during winter rest.

Dendrobium bigibbum

Long, dry rest needed in winter. Mist to keep pseudobulbs from
shriveling.

Dendrobium williamsianum

Prolonged dry period after flowering.

Photo by Eric Hunt

Photo by Lourens Grobler

Section Spatulata (Antelope Type): No rest period.

Dendrobium affine

Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Judy Carney

Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by White Oak Orchids

Dendrobium kingianum

Dendrobium thyrsiflorum

Dendrobium parishii
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Section Dendrobium: Many with deciduous leaves need a dry winter rest. Others, not listed here, need reduced water,
but should not be allowed to dry out for long periods of time, and have an early morning misting, with no fertilizer.
Dendrobium amoenum

Dry period of 3-4 months. Dry out between waterings.

Dendrobium aphyllum

Keep dry through winter and early spring with very occasional light
watering.

Dendrobium crepidatum

Water much reduced, remaining dry for several days before light watering.

Dendrobium crystallinum

Withhold water until new growth starts.

Dendrobium devonianum

Dry rest from late autumn to early spring allowing to dry out between
waterings.

Dendrobium dixanthum

Keep dry for several days between watering.

Dendrobium falconeri

Dry for extended periods with only occasional light misting.

Dendrobium heterocarpum

For 1-2 months in late winter, only occasional early morning misting.

Dendrobium moschatum

Dry for a few weeks after growths mature in the autumn. Occasional
early morning misting.

Dendrobium nobile

Some growers eliminate water during winter, others only for last 1-2
months of winter.

Dendrobium parishii

Late winter for 1-2 months, limit to occasional early morning misting.

Dendrobium signatum

Dry for 1-2 months in early spring, only occasional early morning
misting if pseudobulbs begin to shrivel.

Dendrobium macrostachyum (syn. stuartii) Start dry rest when buds appear and withhold water until new growths are
1.5-2.0 inches (3.7-5.0 cm) long.
Dendrobium tortile

Dry in the late winter for 1-2 months, limit to occasional early morning
misting.

Section Callista: Use just enough water to keep pseudobulbs from shriveling, no fertilizer.
Dendrobium chrysotoxum

Dendrobium jenkinsii

Dendrobium densifloruin

Dendrobium sulcatum

Dendrobium farmeri

Dendrobium thyrsiflorum

Dendrobium lindleyi (syn. aggregatum)
Section Latouria: No winter rest. Water throughout year.
Section Formosae (Nigrohirsutae Type): Many require a slight, short rest when growth is completed but they should
not be allowed to dry out completely for extended periods of time. The following require a dry rest period in winter.
Dendrobium christyanun

For 1-2 months in late winter, allow plants to dry out completely. Mist occasionally.

Dendrobium trigonopus

For 1-2 months in late winter, allow plants to dry out completely. Mist occasionally.

Other Species:
Dendrobium tetragonurn
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Some growers recommend no water during the winter, others recommend reducing
water and allowing them to dry out between misting.



Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Petite Plaisance

Photo by Lourens Grobler
Photo by Eric Hunt

Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Golden Gate Orchids

Dendrobium trigonopus

Dendrobium tetragonum subsp. giganteum

Galeandra batemanii

Galeandra
Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Waltler Shinn

Withhold water to the species after the growths have matured and the deciduous
leaves have fallen. Mist in the early morning if the pseudobulbs begin to shrivel.
Higher light is also recommended.

Habenaria
There are approximately 880 species of Habenaria that have been formally described.
Once the aerial part of the plant dies, stop watering and keep the plant dry. In late
winter, early spring, check weekly for vegetation and start watering lightly. If no
vegetation has emerged by mid-spring, heavily mist the plants to encourage growth.

Lycastes, and Anguloas

Anguloa virginalis

All Anguloa species

Lycaste consobrina

Lycaste aromatica

Lycaste cruenta

Lycaste angelae

Lycaste luminosa

Lycaste bradeoruin

Lycaste macrobulbon

Lycaste brevispatha
(syn. Candida)

Lycaste suaveolens

Lycaste campbellii

Lycaste xytriophora

Habenaria rhodocheila

Photo by Lourens Grobler

Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by White Oak Orchids

The deciduous species should not be watered when
the leaves have fallen. Those that are not deciduous
should be watered less than usual. Return to regular
watering when the flower stems are seen in mid- to
late spring.

Lycaste cochleata
Lycaste cruenta

9

As days shorten in the autumn and growth slows, reduce
watering. The leaves will start to yellow in late September,
with Pleione pleionoides and Pleione limprichtii first. About
three weeks after the leaves fall, the roots die off, so it is best
to stop watering when the leaves fall. Even the autumnflowering species begin their dormant period during the
autumn. (Cumbleton) (Cribb & Butterfield).
A word: you do your best to mimic the areas in which the
orchids of the different genera we have discussed grow in situ,
but often it is not possible to meet all the requirements. You
can withhold water and fertilizer, with a bit of self-control.
Then you can move your plants to different areas of your
growing area to find a brighter, cooler spot if indicated; this
may take a couple of years of trying to identify the proper
place. However, finally, realize that you may not be able to
Pleione maculate ‘Snow White’
provide all that the references say the plant needs. Try your
best, and then, relax and enjoy your orchids.
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About the Author
Ed started growing cymbidiums in his backyard in Claremont, CA over 30 years
ago. He now grows a wide range of temperature-tolerant orchids in his greenhouse
and in sheltered locations outdoors in Templeton, CA on the California Central
Coast. Ed serves as the Vice President of the Five Cities Orchid Society.

10

Photo by Eric Hunt, grown by Golden Gate Orchids

Pleione

