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«  The Dr. Henry S. Spencer Trust Lecture  » 
 

“Orchid Care” 
A Presentation by Steve Shifflett of Floradise Orchids 

 

Sunday, May 15th. from 1 pm. to 5 pm.:  Presentation at 2 pm. 
Belmont Recreation Center 

 

 

For over three decades, Janet Cherchuck & Stephen Shifflett have been 
providing the DC / Charlottesville / Richmond region with premium orchids 

and expert advice from their greenhouse on U.S. Route 15, just ¼ mile 
north of the Gordonsville Circle.   

 

Steve will bring plants to sell at our meeting! 

Steve will offer guidance and tips on how to grow a number of  
different orchid genera.  There will be plenty of time for questions 
and answers.  If you have a problem orchid that won’t rebloom or 
one that needs help in determining how to divide it prior to repotting, 
please bring in your plant for discussion. 

 

Steve is an accredited AOS judge and has been growing orchids for 
more than 40 years. One of his special interests is growing plants to 
specimen size. He also has a special fondness for miniature species.  



 President’s Message 
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Virginia Orchid Society 

2021-2022 Officers: 
 

Donna Poland:  President  

in2gifted@gmail.com 
 

President-Elect:  Robert Rand 

robertrand41@comcast.net  
  

Robert Rand:  Vice President & 

Program Chair  

robertrand41@comcast.net  
 

Paul McNamara:  Treasurer  

mcnamara_paul_j@yahoo.com 
 

Robin Maiorana:  Corresponding 

Secretary & Membership Chair  

rmyorana@gmail.com 
 

Benjii Maust:  Recording Secretary 

turnbacktime113@gmail.com  
 

Bernadette Banks:  Hospitality 

Chair  b.b1951@hotmail.com 
 

Robert Thiessen:  Library Chair 

whitecloud20xx@gmail.com 
 

Robin Maiorana:  Publicity Chair 

rmyorana@gmail.com 
 

Debby Sauer:  Endowment Chair  

ddsauer@gmail.com 
 

Linda Lawrence;  Education Chair 

llawrence@reynolds.edu 
 

Daune Poklis:  AOS Affiliated 

Societies Rep 

daunepoklis@gmail.com 
 

Gary Marshall:  Past President 

junemarshalldesigns@outlook.com 
 

Ron Geraci:  Newsletter Editor & 

Webmaster 

virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com  
 

Michael and Coreen Gelber:  Judges 

Forum   

caddis1079@gmail.com 
 

Irina Neverova,  

ineverova@yahoo.ca   

&  Donna Poland, 

in2gifted@gmail.com:   

Show Co-Chairs   

 

It has been nice to see everyone at the meetings – and a few members 
still joining us through Zoom. We will be back at the Belmont  
Recreation Center for our final meeting this year (2021-2022). Please 
feel free to bring something to share with members at our refreshment 
table – drinks and plastic ware will be provided by VOS. Since this is 
our final meeting until September, we will have the election of officers 
for the next year and additional information on the budget will be  
available for your review. We will have a few of the committee chairs 
report on ideas to consider for next year. 
 
We are excited to be working with LGBG for next year’s VOS Orchid 
show. If you are interested in serving on one of the committees, please 
let us know. We will begin planning for the show in June as we start to 
decide on the budget for next year. 
 
Finally, we are hoping that there may be a time or two during the  
summer that VOS members can get together for a lunch and orchid  
sharing. One suggestion was to have a ‘potluck’ lunch and bring a plant 
to repot – with some advice from more experienced members. Others 
have suggested a field trip to the US Botanic Gardens in DC – maybe 
for a behind-the-scenes tour of the orchids. We would love to hear your 
suggestions – so please reach out to the VOS board members to let us 
know your thoughts.  
 
See you soon . . . Donna 

 

Our Meeting Location!  

Belmont Recreation Center  
1600 Hilliard Road 

Richmond, VA  23228  
 

Covid-19 Compliance:  Currently Belmont has no covid-19 restrictions.  Thank you 
for helping us maintain the health and safety of our members, but please do not come if you 
feel ill.   And respect Belmont’s rule that no money (cash, check, or charge) is permitted to 
change hands while on Belmont property. 

 

Proposed Slate of Officers for 2022-2023 

 
President: Donna Poland 
President-elect: Irina Neverova 
Vice-president: Robin Maiorana 
Corresponding Secretary: Joanne Brothers 
Recording Secretary: Benjamin Maust 
Treasurer: Paul McNamara  
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The expressly stated purpose of Founder and Friends Endowment Fund is to sponsor an annual speaker at 
one of our meetings as selected by the VOS Board of Directors.  All funds donated to this Trust will remain 
in perpetuity in this trust and cannot be used for any other purpose.  Up to 90% of the annual interest on 
these funds may be withdrawn in any given year to cover speaker fees, transportation, and/or lodgings as 
needed.  All members are encouraged to contribute to this fund so that it may grow sufficiently to continue 
to allow us to sponsor noted speakers for our meetings.  Contributions should be addressed to:  
  

“Founder and Friends Endowment Fund“, 4709 Wellington Farms Dr., Chester, VA 23831-1270.    
The VOS is a 501-C-3 organization and your donations are tax-exempt.    

Questions?  Contact Debby Sauer at ddsauer@gmail.com  

Dr. Henry Sumpter Spencer, 1921-2001 
And the Virginia Orchid Society’s Founder and Friends Endowment Fund  

Formerly the Dr. Henry S. Spencer Trust  

 

 by Art Burke 
 

When the net proceeds of the final Eastern Orchid Congress in Williamsburg, VA, in 2000 (they are no longer held), 
were apportioned to the three sponsoring orchid societies, the Virginia Orchid Society received five thousand dollars.  
In 2001, the VOS Board accepted a challenge donation to create the Spencer Lectureship Trust with these funds from 
the EOC.  The challenge donor stipulated that up to ten thousand dollars would be matched to create the Spencer  
Lectureship Trust, the VOS Board at its May 2004 meeting affirmed the intent of the Spencer Trust to support an  
annual program in memory of Dr. Henry S. Spencer, founder of the Virginia Orchid Society (1949-1950).   
 

Henry S. Spencer was born into a large farm family (11 children) in Jonesville, south-west Virginia in December 1921.   
Henry attended Lincoln Memorial University, Tennessee, where he met his future wife, Lena Mae.  He also worked 
with Everest McDade, co-owner of Rivermont Orchids in Signal Mountain, Tennessee, and became proficient in  
tissue culture techniques.  About this time he helped establish the Atlanta Orchid Society. 
 

Henry entered the Medical College of Virginia as a student in medicine.  After graduation from MCV, Dr. Spencer 
moved his family to Washington, D.C. to pursue further training in radiology with radiologist Edgar McPeake, MD, 
who was also an orchid grower.  When not busy with medical practice, Henry continued to be active with orchids both 
at Kensington Orchids and in orchid plant sales. 
 

After completing his residency training in Radiology in Washington, DC, Henry relocated his family to Richmond and 
joined the McGuire Clinic & St. Lukes Hospital in the “Fan District.”  Because of his experience with laboratory tissue 
culture techniques, Harold Patterson of the Bergenfield, New Jersey orchid firm Orchidhaven, asked Henry to assist in 
their lab-orchid work.   
 

Shortly after settling in residence in Richmond, Henry became acquainted with the small number of hobby orchid  
growers in the area.  In 1949, he corralled a handful of these enthusiasts at the garage-potting shed-greenhouse of  
Evelyn Herndon Palmore on Richmond’s north-side and an orchid club was initiated and soon became a Virginia  
lawfully-based society.  Then a public orchid “show” was arranged at Richmond’s premier department store –  
Miller & Rhoads, downtown.  The VOS affiliated with the American Orchid Society in 1952.  Henry was voted the first  
President of the VOS. 
 

Henry Spencer’s philanthropy embraced education, especially at Lincoln Memorial University, and MCV.  He died  
on a morning in October, 2001.  It is appropriate that income realized from the Henry S. Spencer Trust (now called the 
Founder and Friends Endowment Fund) supports an educational lecture each year for the Virginia Orchid Society. 
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All photos by 
Irina Neverova 

Blue Ridge Orchid Society show 
 

As a support to the sister society, VOS participated at the Blue Ridge Orchid Society show held on April 28-30. Irina 
Neverova and Sue Fulgham took 22 VOS members’ plants to the show and here is Irina's report. 

 

"The show was small in the number of participants (2 visiting societies, one vendor and the large BROS display) but by all 
means not small in the number, quality, and variety of the plants in all displays. It was a feast to the eyes to see so well 
grown plants and representation of all types and classes. I took pictures of the Best in class plants, but they don't give a fair 
judgement to the live ones. However I got a good picture of  the best in show - a spectacular Rlc. digbyana-mossiae. The 
theme of the show was "Orchids in the Square" and we took it literally, designing the display to incorporate green squares 
around the orchids. Ron Geraci made wonderful props and you can see in the pictures they fit perfectly around some of the 
plants in our display. The display won first place from other two competitors and the judges commented on good portrayal 
of the theme. As always the display wouldn't sparkle without beautiful plants provided by Stan Baker, Sue Fulgham, Joe 
Mathias, June Pierson, and Robert Rand.  For 22 plants in the display, we received 15 ribbons: nine of first place, three of 
each second and third place and Robert Rand's Maxillaria tenufolia received Best in Miscellaneous Genera Class. Well 
done team VOS and BROS." 
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 How Orchids Got Their Names - Part 2 
Carol Siegel 

 

Reprinted with permission from “Orchid Digest,” J-F-M 2014 
www.orchiddigest.org  All photos ©Ron Parsons. 

 

Naming Orchids for People  
 

What could be more natural than to name an orchid for someone important to you—or to the orchid world? Who wouldn't 
love a gorgeous orchid named after them! The last name of the person is most often used as in the genera Cattleya,  
Pescatorea, Masdevallia, Bletia, Koellensteinia, Stanhopea, and Barbosella. Occasionally the first name is used as was the 
case with Harry Veitch who had the species Odontoglossum harryanum (now Oncidium harryanum) named in his honor. 
George Ure Skinner had some orchids named with his surname only like Guarianthe skinneri and others which included 
his middle name like Rhynchostele uroskinneri.  
 

Some famous people have a great many orchids named for them. The French botanist Henri Perrier de la Bathie (1873-
1958), who researched the orchids of Madagascar, had at least 25 orchids named for him. The genus Neobathiea pays 
homage to his second surname. The species Microcoelia perrieri and Aeranthes neoperrieri use his first surname, and the 
species Jumellea bathiei and Aeranthes bathieana use his second. Moreover, Erasanthe henrici honors his Christian name.  
 

One orchid was even named for two botanists—the genus Kuhlhasseltia for Kuhl and Hasselt. The prize for inventiveness 
goes to the American botanist Calaway Dodson who named the genus Raycadenco (now Fernandezia) for four of his 
friends and orchid lovers, Ray McCullough, Carl Withner, Dennis D’Allesandro, and Cordelia Head. If you look at old 
botanical literature, you will see that a surname used as a species used to be capitalized like Phalaenopsis Schilleriana. 
That is no longer the case, and now the species is always in lower case and italicized; Phalaenopsis schilleriana is the  
accepted form. When a genus honors an individual, suffixes like -a, -ea- or -ia are often used as in Stanhopea (Earl of 
Stanhope) and Cattleya (William Cattley).  
 

If the name is a tribute to an individual who has not been associated with that particular species but is simply being  
honored, the adjectival form -ianus, -iana, or -ianum usually is used. The American Orchid Society points out that  
statesmen, patrons, and benefactors were often thus glorified, as in such species as Vanda sanderiana (Frederick Sander), 
or Phalaenopsis stuartiana (Stuart Low).  
 

Species that are adjectives based on names must, of course, agree with the genus name in number, gender, and case  
leading to many variations of the same last name. This leads to such difficult-to-spell species as Eurychone  
rothschildiana, Paphiopedilum rothschildianum, and Ancistrochilus rothschildianus (Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild). 
Beginners shudder at this...  
 

If the person being honored was in some way responsible for the orchid's introduction, the endings -ii or -i are often used 
with a man's name as in Dimorphorchis lowii, Cattleya warneri, and Specklinia grobyi.  
 

When the names of females are honored, the endings preferred are -iae or -ae resulting in species names like Cattleya 
mossiae, Cattleya aclandiae, Angraecum magdalenae, and Euchile mariae.  
 

To make it even more difficult, when a family name ends in -er, an -ae is added to a species name so that you get  
Psychopsis sanderae or Paphiopedilum hookerae. Although Lindley established the rules above for orchids which  
commemorated people, not all botanists followed it so that one cannot reliably tell today whether the people honored had 
anything to do with the specific orchid. It is, however, a guide.  
 

Mayr divides the names into several groups:  
 

 1. The name of the collector who discovered the orchids  
 2. The person who flowered it first  
 3. A wealthy orchid keeper  
 4. A gardener or nursery  
 5. A botanist, scientist or missionary  
 6. A relative or friend  
 7. A person with botanical interests  
 8. A historical person.  
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Orchids Named for Collectors  
 

Many orchids were named for the men who went on orchid expeditions. Braving terrifying dangers, collectors of  
orchids deserved to have orchids named for them. Many died on orchid expeditions, eaten by a tiger, speared by a native, 
bitten by a snake, or felled by yellow fever. Called "travelers," they were a tough and eccentric bunch.  
 

Among the legends of this world was Benedict Roezl for whom many orchids were named including Miltoniopsis roezlii, 
Sobralia roezlii, and the genus Roezliella (now a synonym of Oncidium). Six-foot-two with piercing blue eyes and a hook 
where his left arm used to be, he was a solitary figure traveling on horse                                                                                   
back and foot to every corner of the globe. He  
discovered 800 species of flowering plants and trees new to horticulture, and many consider him the greatest collector who 
ever lived. 
 

A sister of Roezl, Anna, married Jan Klaboch and gave birth to Eduard and Franz Klaboch, who followed in their uncle's 
footsteps and traveled with him to the Americas. The two Klaboch brothers loved to explore, especially in Ecuador. Franz 
died of yellow fever at 23. Edward continued collecting for years, but entries frequently refer to the Brothers Klaboch or to 
Messrs. Klaboch. Porroglossum eduardi and Cyrtochilum edwardii are named in honor of Edward. Pescatoria klabochorum 
and Masdevallia klabochorum are both named for the two brothers.  
 

Diagnosed as both deaf and dumb until he was six years old, Gustavus Wallis later surprised everyone when he began to 
speak, although with a speech impediment, and even learn foreign languages. Traveling throughout South America, he  
collected in Venezuela, Brazil, and Peru. Neomoorea wallisii, Oncidium wallisii, Huntleya wallisii, Epidendrum wallisii, 

Porroglossum eduardi was named for 
orchid collector Eduard Klaboch. 

Bulbophyllum lobbii is named 
after its discoverer Thomas Lobb. 

Sievekingia reichenbachiana memorializes 
botanist Heinrich Gustav Reichenback. 

Dimorphorchis lowii commerates the person who introduced the 
orchid into cultivation. 

Cattley aclandiae honors Lady Ackland from Exeter, England. 
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Dracula wallisii, and Huntleya gustavii were all named for him. 
 

Much is known about William Micholitz whose 1000 letters to Frederick Sander from the jungles still exist. Famous for 
discovering Dendrobium phalaenopsis var. schroderianum (now Dendrobium striaenopsis) growing in human skulls, he 
refused to go back and collect more because he said, "1 have no particular desire to leave my own skull behind." One  
specimen attached to a skull arrived at auction in 1891 and caused quite a stir. Among the orchids named for him are 
Phalaenopsis micholitzi and the hybrid Coelogyne Memoria William Micholitz AM/RHS (Coelogyne lawrenceana x  
Coelogyne mooreana). Note that the "x" used in denoting hybrid crosses is a multiplication symbol and not a lower  
case “x."  
 

In modern times, the notorious orchid Phragmipedium kovachii was named for James Michael Kovach of Virgina who 
travelled to El Progresso in Peru. After being offered three pots of the magnificent orchid by a man at a flower stand, he 
brought them into the United States to the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens without the proper permits. Atwood, Dalstrom, 
and Fernandez published its description in 2002 even though it had been brought into the country illegally, and they all 
paid fines and offered public apologies. Phragmipedium kovachii has been called the most spectacular orchid of the last 
100 years.  
 

Among the other orchids named for the collectors who discovered them are Bulbophyllum lobbii (Thomas Lobb),  
Cynorkis lowiana (Sir Hugh Low), Cattleya angereri, (Ernst Angerer), and Gomesa, Cattleya, and Dendrobium forbesii 
(James Forbes).  
 

Orchids Named for the Person Who Flowered It First 
 

Of course, orchids didn't arrive in Europe in bloom. They often withstood months of neglect in stuffy boxes in dreadful 
heat or cold before they were sold at auction. Many orchids perished in the heat and humidity of the "stoves" which 
cooked many of them to death. The growers who managed to flower these new orchids for the first time were sometimes 
honored with the name of the orchid, and they well deserved that honor.  
 

The first Cattleya mossiae that reached Europe was given to George Green by a friend in Venezuela. Green gave the plant 
to a Mrs. Moss of Otterpool, England, who flowered it. She was so excited that she sent the flowers and her own pencil 
sketch to William Jackson Hooker in Glasgow. The fragrant rose-lavender flowers were an astonishing 8 1/2 inches 
across; Hooker was impressed and named the orchid for her. Similarly, Cattleya aclandiae (Lady Ackland in Exeter,  
England) and Grobya amherstiae (Lady Amherst) were also named for the ladies who were the first to flower them.  
Notice the "iae" endings, denoting a lady being honored.  
 

Name of a Wealthy Orchid Keeper 
 

Orchids could sell for as much as $5000 in today's money, and it is no wonder that these rich men who bought orchids or 
financed expeditions were honored in naming.  
 

William Cattley had the honor of having the genus Cattleya named for him after the naturalist William Swainson  
discovered Cattleya labiata in Brazil in 1817. At Swainson's request, the Glasgow Botanic Garden sent divisions of this 
spectacular orchid to the tropical plant collector William Cattley of Barnet, England. Cattley hired the botanist John  
Lindley and he published a book, Collectanea Botanica, in which the orchid was described and named for Cattley.  
 

Zootrophion dayanum, Paphiopedilum dayanum, Cirrhopetalum dayanum, and Cymbidium dayanum are just a few of the 
orchids named for John Day, well known for his some 4000 illustrations of orchid species and provided many plants to 
the botanist Heinrich Gustav Reichenbach.  
 

Reichenbach was a towering figure in orchidology, and orchid specimens flowed in to him for identification. His notes, 
drawings, and specimens formed an impressive herbarium that rivaled Lindley's at Kew. The orchid world was dismayed 
when his will puzzlingly directed that nothing from the herbarium could be exhibited for 25 years from the date of his 
death. He is memorialized in the orchids Benzingia reichenbachiana, and Sievekingia reichenbachiana. He was not  
terribly impressed by having orchids named for him and said, “I cannot eat the honor." He was, however, very pleased 
when Frederick Sander named his gargantuan orchid book Reichenbachia for him. 
  

Some very influential orchid collectors had dozens of plants named for them. William Spencer Cavendish, the 6th Duke 
of Devonshire, inherited his title at 21 along with an income of £70,000 a year (about seven million dollars today) and he 
spent much of it on orchids. Rich beyond belief, he established extensive greenhouses at Chatsworth where his orchids 
and other tropical plants thrived. Well-connected to the nobility of the orchid world, he had many orchids named in his 
honor including many species named devonianum or cavendishianum or some variety of the two. His memory is  
preserved, for example in Dendrobium devonianum, Trichocentrum cavendishianum, Cymbidium devonianum, and  
Galeandra devoniana.  
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Other wealthy orchid keepers had orchids named for them including Viscount Milton (the genus Miltonia), the French  
noble Pescatore (the genus Pescatoria), the famous family of bankers Rothschild (Paphiopedilum rothschildianum),  
Senator Schiller from Hamburg (Phalaenopsis schilleriana), and the Earl of Stanhope (Stanhopea).  
 

Name of a Botanist 
 

Reichenbach was not the only botanist who was honored with an orchid name. John Lindley was a prominent 19th century 
botanist, very famous as editor of the Gardeners' Chronicle. Blind in one eye and afflicted with poor mental and physical 
health, he nonetheless did much to end the chaos of orchid classification, described and drew many orchids and had a 
world-class herbarium. He has an impressive list of orchids named for him. In addition to the genera Neolindleya, there 
are Barkeria lindleyana, Oncidiurn lindleyoides, Sobralia lindleyana, Cyclopogon lindleyanus, and Bulbophyllum  
lindleyanum.  
 

Joseph Dalton Hooker was intimately connected with the rise of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. An M.D., Joseph was 
the son of the famous Sir William Hooker, the first director of Kew. When his father died, Joseph succeeded him. He  
acquired Lindley's herbarium for Kew, adding to its prestige and was the president of the Royal Society for five years. A 
lifelong friend and supporter of Charles Darwin, he wrote his biography and was editor of the Icones Plantarum and the 
Botanical Magazine for 40 years. His name is perpetuated in the orchid genera Josephia (now included in Sirhookera) and 
in Mormodes hookeri, Gomesa hookeri, Paphiopedilum hookerae, Pleione hookeriana, and Papilionanthe hookeriana.  
 

Finally, Gunnar Seidenfaden was a renowned Danish orchidologist who did extensive research into the orchids of  
Southeast Asia. The genera Gunnarella, and Seidenfadenia were named for him. 
  

Other botanists were honored including Charles Schweinfurth (Cischweinfia), Rudolf Schlecter (Epidendrum  
schlechterianum), Alfred Cogniaux (Neocogniauxia), William Brass (Brassia), Antonio Musa Brassavole (Brassavola), 
John Ansell (Ansellia), and Robert Dressier (Dressleria and Dresslerella).  
 

Naming for a Relative or Friend  
 

It seems only natural that one would want to name an orchid for a friend or relative. Psychopsis sanderae was named for 
the famed nurseryman Frederick Sander's wife Elizabeth and the genus Sobennikoffia was named in honor of the maiden 
name of the botanist Schlecter's wife. 
  

Cattleya reginae was named for the orchid discoverer E. Angerer's wife, and Cattleya schroederae was named for  
Baroness Schroeder, wife of the Baron who had one of the finest orchid collections in Europe. Similarly, Phalaenopsis 
mariae honored Maria Burbridge, wife of the collector, and Pecteilis susannae honored Susana Rumphius, wife of the  
botanist. 
 

Naming for a Person with Botanical Interests  
 

Some names are given to honor someone associated with orchids in some other way. For example, Cattleya dowiana  
memorializes a Captain Dow of the American Packet Service. Turned on to the beauty of orchids by George Ure Skinner, 
he successful shipped many orchids to England (including lycastes) despite the dangers of pirates, rats, shipwreck, and 
fire. The genus Drakaea honors Sarah Ann Drake, known as "Miss Drake," originally Lindley's family governess, who 
went on to do many botanical illustrations for the botanist. Paphiopedilum mastersianum honors Dr. Maxwell Masters 
who published the famous periodical Gardeners' Chronicle, and Oncidium baueri honors the Austrian Ferdinand Bauer 
who painted for the Royal Horticultural Society.  
 

Naming for a Historic Person  
 

Since the person who names an orchid can name it for just about anyone, sometimes famous historic or noble people are 
chosen. Paphiopedilum victoria-regina and Dendrobum victoriae-reginae, were named for Queen Victoria who loved  
orchids so much that she even had a Royal Orchid Grower. In 1887, at her Golden Jubilee, Sander made her a great orchid 
bouquet, seven feet high and five feet in diameter, featuring big cattleyas and golden dendrobium interwined with giant 
sprays of vandas, odontoglossums, and coelogyne which the Times said was a masterpiece. Queen Victoria loved to have 
her royal box at Convent Garden covered with orchids too.  
 

Others orchids were named for historical persons including Paphiopedilum wilhelminae (Wilhelmina, Queen of the  
Netherlands), Gomesa imperatoris-maximiliani (Maximillian, Archduke of Austria), Epistephium regisalberti (Albert I, 
King of Belgium), the genus Isabella (the Brazilian princess Isabel) and even the genus Aspasia for Aspasia, courtesan and 
second wife of the Athenian politician Pericles.  
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Orchids Named for Nurseries and Gardeners  
 

Many orchids were named for the men who established famous nurseries that collected, flowered, and distributed orchids 
in the 19th century. Prominent among them was Frederick Sander. Only five feet four inches tall, he was the giant of the 
orchid world for more than half a century. They called him the Orchid King, the undisputed rule at a time when orchids 
were royalty. He gave millions and millions of orchids to the world. Dozens of orchids were named for him including 
Vanda sanderiana, Bulbophyllum sanderianum, Calanthe sanderiana, Cymbidium sanderae, Phalaenopsis sanderiana,  
Paphiopedilum sanderianum, Psychopsis sanderae, and others.  
 

In addition, the nurseries of the Veitch family were world-renowned in the 19th century. In addition to numerous orchids, 
they introduced begonias, magnolia, and many conifers, shrubs, and climbers. For these, we have to thank Sir Harry  
Veitch, who ran the James Veitch and Sons nursery in Chelsea and who, with his father, was responsible for sending out 
plant hunters to bring back so many of the species that we now take for granted. He was regarded during the last fifty 
years of his life as the most influential man in horticulture. Harry was born in 1840, the year that Veitch Nurseries sent out 
the first of their plant hunters Thomas Lobb to the Indo-Malayan region. Some of the plants named for Lobb include 
Bulbophyllum lobbii, Phalaenopsis lobbii, and many plants in other families. The Veitch family had many orchids named 
for them including Phalaenopsis x veitchiana, Masdevallia veitchiana, and Calanthe x veitchii.  
 

In addition, the Loddiges nursery grew to great prominence in the early 19th century under George Loddiges, publisher of 
the Botanical Cabinet. The 20 parts, published from 1817 to 1833, included 2000 color plates of rare plants drawn from 
plants introduced into his hothouses and gardens from everywhere in the world. Loddiges and his family are honored in 
Dendrobium loddigesii, Cattleya loddigesii, and Cycnoches loddigesii.  
 

Famous gardeners also got their share of names. John Day purchased the orchid Paphiopedilum stonei which Hugh Low 
had collected, and the orchid was named for his gardener Robert Stone.  
 

Paphiopedilum delenatii was named for the then-director of the Botanical Gardens of St. Germaine, a Mr. Delenat, which 
received the species in 1914. The plant that was sent to him is now thought NOT to have been Paphiopedilum delenatii 
but to really have been Paphiopedilum vietnamense, a closely-related species which was recently rediscovered in  
Vietnam. The real Paphiopedilum delenatii was then introduced twice, first in 1922 by a French collector, but there was 
only one plant of it that did not die. It was rediscovered in 1990 in southern Vietnam. Plants were illegally collected, and 
Dr. Leonid Averyanov, the foremost authority on the orchids of Vietnam, estimates that six tons of Paphiopedilum  
delenatii were collected and exported.  
 

Mythological Names of Orchids  
 

At the zenith of Orchidmania, educated people were familiar with classical literature and Greek and Roman mythology. 
19th century poetry is full of casual references to Greek and Roman gods and goddesses, references which would have 
been well-known to readers of the time. The name "orchid" itself is rooted in mythology. "Orchis" is the Greek word for 
"testicle" because the paired underground tubers of some terrestrial orchids were thought to resemble that part of the male 
anatomy. Ancient people thought that orchids arose when the semen of bulls or satyrs dropped to the ground. According 
to Dioscorides' The Doctrine of Signatures, if something looked like a body part, it was good for curing or helping that  
human body part. Because of what orchid tubers looked like, ancients associated orchids with sex and used them for  
thousands of years as an aphrodisiac and cure for infertility and venereal disease.  
 

The Romans told the story of Orchis, the son of a satyr and a nymph, who attended a party to celebrate the birthday of 
Bacchus (Dionysus), the god of wine. Orchis got drunk and seduced a virgin priestess. The gods were so angry at this  
violation that they tore Orchis apart and scattered his body all over the world. His father begged for him to be restored to 
life, but the gods instead had orchids sprout from the pieces of his body. 
 

There are a good many genera named for Greek and Roman mythological figures. Many of the names have little to do 
with the characteristics of the orchid. Mythological names were just considered classy and beautiful. Arachne, the girl 
who was an excellent weaver, gave her name to the genus Arachnis because of the resemblance to spiders. When the 
Greek goddess Minerva, daughter of Zeus, found she couldn't compete with Arachne, she destroyed her work. Arachne 
was so upset that she hanged herself. Overcome with shame, Minerva changed her back into a spider, and Arachne  
continues to spin today.  
 

The genus Arethusa was named for the Greek fountain-nymph Arethusa, probably because of the wet habitat preferred by 
most of the species.  
 

Calypso was named for Calypso, the daughter of Atlas, who lived on an island where the warrior Odysseus, returning 
from the Trojan War, was washed ashore. Calypso fell in love with him and detained him for seven years until Zeus 
through Hermes made her let him go.  
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The genera Paphinia, Paphiopedilum, and Cypripedium all reflect the many names of goddess Aphrodite; among her 
names were Paphios, Kypros, and Doritis. Paphos is derived from the city of Paphos where it is said she lived and was 
worshipped. She arose from the foam of the sea and settled on the island of Cyprus. Erycina, a genus named by Lindley in 
1853, was another name for Aphrodite, who guarded her shrine at Mt. Eryx of Sicily. "Erycina" means "of the heather," 
denoting the red robe she wore while seducing a king on the mountain top. 
  

The Roman Dis was an alternative name for Plato or Hades, god of the Underworld. Many people preferred not to utter the 
name of the god and just used an alternative name. This euphemism gave its name to the genus Disa. Some authors state 
that it comes from the word dis or dives meaning "rich," referring to the beauty of the flower. 
  

The genus Elleanthus was named in honor of Helle, a mortal princess, who, hated by her stepmother, fled with her twin 
brother Phrixus. Elleanthus is a genus name with a compound word made up of "Elle" or Helle and anthus meaning 
"flower."  
 

Because of its snake-like shoots, Epidendrum medusae has a specific epithet that refers to the snake-haired monster,  
Medusa, slain by Perseus. Similarly, Bulbophyllum medusae is so named because it has flowers with hairs that wave in 
the breeze like moving snakes. 
  

The common name for Ionopsis satyrioides is The Violet Orchid. Ion is the Greek word for "violet," making it easy to see 
why the purple or violet flowers of the genus Ionopsis got that name. The genus Laelia was named for one of the six  
Vestal Virgins who in Rome guarded the fire of the goddess Vesta, sister of Zeus. 
  

The beautiful genus Lycaste was named for one of the many daughters of King Priam of Troy. She was the sister of Helen 
of Troy, with the famous face that launched a thousand ships.  
 

Genera Dryadella and Dryadorchis were named for the Dryades, nymphs of the woods and forests, whereas Orestias was 
named for nymphs of the mountains. Satyrium was named after Satyrs, the troop of male goat-like companions of  
Dionysus, and Serapias was named for an ancient Egyptian god.  
 

Finally, the genera Oeonia and Oeoniella were named for Oeonus, who was said to have been killed by the sons of  
Hippocoon, King of Sparta, for throwing a stone at their dog. Clearly, the mythological names given to orchids are usually 
unrelated to their physical or habitat characteristics.  
 

Mayr claimed that the 19th Century Swiss-American botanist Rafinesque-Schmaltz created the genera, claiming they were 
antique characters, often water spirits or nymphs, but Mayr says there is no evidence of them in mythology and that  
Rafinesque-Schmaltz just invented the names!! Today, it is more common to use properties of plants or their habitats than 
mythological names.  
 

Naming Orchid Hybrids  
 

And then, of course, there is the naming of orchid hybrids, a huge subject. The naming of orchid hybrids goes back 150 
years when breeders first crossed desirable species. Many hybrids honor celebrities, politicians, and royalty. Recently, the 
press followed Prince William and his wife Catherine to the National Orchid Garden, part of the Singapore Botanic  
Gardens to see the beautiful white orchid hybrid named for his mother, the late Princess Diana. She never saw the orchid, 
which was christened Dendrobium Memoria Princess Diana (Pattaya Beauty x Fairy Wong) a month after her death in a 
car accident in Paris in 1997. The royal couple also viewed Dendrobium Queen Elizabeth II (Emma Zunz x Lakshmie 
Wickramasinghe) named for William's grandmother in 1972. 
  

In the United States, Chadwick and Son Orchids has continued the "First Lady tradition" by naming cattleyas after 
the six most recent presidential wives – Jill Biden, Melania Trump, Michelle Obama, Laura Bush, Hillary Clinton, and 
Barbara Bush - and has personally presented the flowers to most of the honored recipients. Other female celebrities to 
have received namesakes include Martha Stewart, Margaret Thatcher, and Priscilla Presley. 
 

Hybrids have also been named for such diverse people as Sarah Jessica Parker, Carla Bruni-Sarkozy, and Elton John. 
Want to have a hybrid named for you? Chadwick has a program called "Name Your Own Orchid." For a fee, an entire 
cross of seedlings is officially registered under any RHS approved name you choose complete with a certificate of  
authenticity. There could be as many as 20 blooming size specimens, each slightly different, and with the new botanical 
name. 

 

Of course, hybrids may be named for many other things besides celebrities. More than 150,000 hybrids are logged in  
Britain with the Royal Horticultural Society International Register of Orchid Hybrids. Julian Shaw, senior registrar for 
orchid hybrids, states, "... it's become quite trendy to name an orchid for your local school, hospital, notable anniversary, 
or as social commentary of events and people: Titanic, 9/11, tsunami warning..."  
 



 

 

11 

When a hybrid is named, the breeder assigns a grex name that applies to all the progeny. It begins with a capital letter and 
is not italicized. For example, when Paphiopedilum niveum was crossed with Paphiopedilum tonsum, all progeny were 
known as Paphiopedilum Olivia. Plants within the cross are often given a cultivar name such as Paphiopedilum Olivia 
'Casa Luna.'  
 

As we have seen, orchid names certainly introduce us to the fascinating world of orchid history.  
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SAVE THE DATE! 
June 11, 2022 

 

The Orchid Digest Speakers Day 
A Hybrid Meeting - In-Person and Virtual 

 

At The Huntington Library & Gardens 
 

June 11, 2022, Lectures: 1:00 pm - 5:30 PM PDT 
 

Virtual Registration: $30.00 USD 
 

Register at www.orchiddigest.org 

Orchid Digest Speakers  
 

Peter T. Lin:   Vanda (Neofinetia)  
falcata and the Fascination of 
Fuukiran 
 

Peter started growing orchids over 40 
years ago, then paused, and 15 years 
ago, he caught the bug again. He  
specializes in miniature orchids, both 
species and hybrids, and is a  
hybridizer of mini-catts and vandas. 
Peter is an AOS accredited judge. 

  
Sarah Hurdel:  Habenaria - Best in Show! 

 

Sarah is the owner of Needmore 
Orchids, an artist, orchid blogger, 
exhibitor, and accredited AOS 
judge. She grows her 600+  
orchids under lights in her  
basement. Sarah's collection  
includes a large number of  
Habenaria species and hybrids. 
 
  

Kelly McCracken:  If 
You Give a Person a Fish 
Tank: a Guide to Indoor 
Growing Under Lights 
 

Kelly, the owner of High 
Desert Orchids, started as 
an avid hobbyist and could 
not stop buying plants like 

many of us. She now grows in a unique 3,000 sq ft high
-bay industrial warehouse under artificial lights. Kelly 
specializes in miniature cattleyas, angraecoids, jewel 
orchids, and dendrobiums.  
 
Courtney Hackney: Unappreciated Cattleya Species 
in Modern Hybrids 
 

Dr. Hackney is an Emeritus  
Professor of Biology and Former 
Director of Coastal Biology at the 
University of North Florida in 
Jacksonville, FL. He grows many 
genera, but his favorite is the 
Cattleya Alliance.  

 

 



Orchid Prints For Sale 
A former VOS member is offering these prints to VOS members. 

 

Hi, my husband and I have several orchid prints, some are vintage.  We are downsizing in our pending move to NC next 
month, and are trying to find a new home for them.  Just thinking that they might be of interest to your membership.  We 
would like to sell them and would be happy to donate a portion to the society.  We have some really nice prints.  My 
husband is the orchid guy.  He used to be in the orchid society years ago.   
 

Anne Skalski                          Please contact Anne via email for more information:    lamblady.anne@gmail.com 
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Print 1 
1895 lithograph by J. Linden 

of orchid Rhynochstylis  

coelestis. Custom double mat 
and in vintage wood frame.  

Frame dimension is 19" tall x 

16" wide.  $120. 

Print 2 
1843 original hand colored 

orchid lithograph by J.  

Linden of orchid Lycaste 
skinner, Alba. Also includes 

original description  page 

from the botanical album, 
L'illustration Horticole. 

Custom double mat and in 

white painted vintage frame. 
Frame dimensions are 17.5" 

tall x 14.5" wide.  $145. 

Print 3 
Signed ladyslipper print by Marion Ruff Sheehan.  48th of 1000 printed.  
Custom mats and frame:  frame dimensions are 33.5" tall x 27.5" wide.  
$250. 


