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Members may bring plants to sell!  See note on page 2. 

How to Grow your Orchids and 

Groom Them for the Show 
 

An in-person Presentation by Joe Mathias   
Sunday, February 19th from 1 pm to 5 pm:   
Presentation at 2 pm in the Azalea Room at  

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 
 

Joe Mathias has a minor in art, specializing in photography at UVA.  He 
served a four year apprenticeship in graphic arts photography, leading to 
journeyman's certification.  After freelancing for a few years, he needed a 
more permanent cash flow, and went back to retail camera sales.  He sold 
cameras for Best Products, while in college.  Ritz Camera had an opening, 
and he started a 27 year career managing stores from Berkeley, CA to  
various locations around Virginia.  He picked up his first orchid, a division 
of C. Bob Betts 'The Virgin' AM/AOS, in 1982 at a small CHAOS show and 
sale in downtown Charlottesville.  When it bloomed he was hooked.  His 
girlfriend at the time loved it.  He figured, ok, this works so he joined the 
VOS shortly after moving to Richmond in 1987.  He grew under lights and 
in windowsills for years. Betsy, Michael, and Joe moved to a new house in 
1997, and he was finally able to put up a 8x12 Sunglo greenhouse behind the 
house.  He has hundreds of photographs of his orchids from over the years, 
from color slides, negatives, floppy disks, and many types of other digital 
media.  One of these days he hopes to organize them all in one place!   

Here is Joe in 1998 - (photographer unknown, from the VOS archives) 
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Hello VOS Members: 
 
Figures crossed for good weather as our show is just around the  
corner!! 
 
Once again, there will be sign-up sheets at the meeting on February 
19th. Please support your VOS by volunteering – it is a great way to 
get to know the members and what could be better than being around 
beautiful flowering orchids all day!! 
 
Our by-laws committee will be meeting on Feb 12th to discuss changes 
to the document in keeping with changes in communications and how 
we do business. They will be presenting their recommendations at the 
April meeting – and the entire membership will have a month to  
review them prior to any vote at our May meeting. If you have some 
ideas or input you would like to share with the committee, please let 
me know asap and I’ll put you in touch with the committee. 
  
I hope to see everyone for the meeting at the Azalea Room at Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden on February 19th. Just to clarify the meeting 
time – the room opens at 1:00 and several members will be there to set 
up and get things ready. You are welcome to come at that time. The 
actual meeting starts at 2:00 – some welcome introductions/
announcements and then the speaker is introduced. There is a break 
after the speaker talks and then it’s the show table and raffle (if plants 
are available). If you can’t join us in person, please join us through 
Zoom – it is the same zoom link as last time and is included in the 
email transmittal that accompanies this newsletter. 
 
Donna 
 

Members may bring plants to sell! 
 

In keeping with the tradition and by-laws of the Virginia Orchid Society, members 
of the society may bring plants to sell at meetings only when our guest speaker will 
not be selling plants.  All revenue from plants sales will remain with the seller: the 
VOS no longer requires a portion of the sale price to be donated to the VOS. 

Our Meeting Location: 

The Azalea Room in the 

Kelly Education Center 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden  
1800 Lakeside Ave., Henrico, VA  23228  

 

 

Covid-19 Compliance:  Currently the Garden has no covid-19 restrictions.  Thank 
you for helping us maintain the health and safety of our members, but please do not come if 
you feel ill. 
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CALL for ORCHIDS!! 
Please consider entering your blooming orchids in the VOS Display at the Orchid Show March 3-5 at Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden.   
 

You could win ribbons and AOS judging awards.  The VOS has reserved a 10’ by 10’ “Enchanted Corner.”  
The more orchids the better our exhibit will look. 
 

Ron Geraci has volunteered to register all your orchids and will email you the class list so you can determine 
the judging class for each orchid you plan to enter. Please send him the plant names with judging classes no 
later than Sunday February 26, 5PM.  If you think an orchid will be open in time for the show, please have  
it registered.  If it doesn’t make it in time, we can remove it from the list.  Contact Ron at  
virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com or call him at 804-231-0943.  He can also determine the class for your  
orchid; please see the box below for the information you need to send him no later than the Sunday deadline.     
 

Please bring your plants to LGBG set up day Thursday March 2 no later than 1PM for inclusion in the VOS 
exhibit.  LGBG opens the front gates at 8:30AM but if you need to get to work, plants can be delivered  
beginning at 7:30AM using the delivery gate entrance to the Garden off of Woodman Road, or you can deliver 
them during your lunch time.  Please be sure your name is written on the pot in black marker or on a piece of 
masking tape on the pot.  Also plant name tags cannot be seen.  If you have many labels in the pot with your 
repotting history etc., please keep those safely at home and only include 1 label with plant name. As always, 
plants should be clean and no pests!  Please pick up your plants after the show Sunday March 5 between  
4-5PM.  The conservatory will be crowded with other societies and vendors removing their exhibits, so we  
ask that only the take down team remove plants from the exhibit.  Your plants will be on tables ready for you 
to pick up. 

CALL for VOS EXHIBIT PLANTS AND GREENERY!! 
As we are building the exhibit for the VOS Orchid show, we are often in need of filler greenery.  We are  
looking for ferns or other small to medium green potted plants.   
 

They cannot have flowers.  They will be returned to you after the show, so please put your name on them.   If 
you have any questions whether a plant is appropriate please send a picture and size to coreenhg@gmail.com 
or text at 516-369-2160.   THANK YOU!! 

SHOW CHAIR MESSAGE:  WE ARE ON the FINAL STRETCH to SHOW TIME! 
All members of the show committee have worked tirelessly to ensure that the show will be successful. Below and on the 
next page are the messages from Coreen Gelber (VOS display) and Robin Maiorana (Judging pod). Please, consider 
sponsoring a trophy for Best in Class, and bring your blooming orchids to create a wonderfully enchanted display! As 
always your blooming orchids will have to be registered for the judging. Ron Geraci has kindly agreed to do that - see 
his instructions on the next page. Beside wearing multiple hats for all kind of logistics tasks, he had done the registration 
for many of our shows and together with the AOS registrar they perfected the process.  The Welcome Table is always a 
fun place to be, because not only will you help visitors orient themselves with multiple places of activities we have and 
to tell about our society; you will meet a lot of interesting people and hear some wonderful stories. Sign up with Joanne 
Brothers to volunteer. Visiting the vendor's booths is so exciting. Thanks to Stan Baker's efforts, we have  8 Vendors, 
including 3(!) new to our show (the list is on our website). It is also an opportunity to sell your plants at the VOS booth, 
which will be looked after by Robert Thiessen.  See his message on the next page for more details. We are bringing back 
the Art exhibit and Cyndi Koe (202-352-0687, Petersburg.gal@gmail.com) may need several pairs of hands to help with 
the setup and take down of artworks. As always our show is a place to educate the public about orchids through displays 
and free lectures. For the first time we will have a guest speaker  - Dr. Melissa McCormick from North American  
Orchid Conservation Center talking about native orchids and efforts on their preservation. So looking forward to her 
presentation. What can be more helpful to beginner orchid hobbyist than a hands-on repotting demonstration (Joe  
Mathias) and to all of us the tricks and enchantments from experienced growers/vendors! The lecture schedule will be on 
our website in a few days. While LeAnne Wingo is working her magic with social media to promote our show, you can 
do it too. Spread the word with your friends,  colleagues, public places near you. The show flyer is available for  
download from the VOS website. 
 

We are grateful to Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden for the support they provide for this show. Our recent meeting with 
the staff was very productive and they do make every effort to make a great weekend show.  

 

See you All there starting with the setup day on March 2. 
Irina 

mailto:virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com
mailto:coreenhg@gmail.com
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VOS MEMBER SALE TABLE at the LGBG SHOW 
 

Robert Thiessen is in charge of the table; he needs a list of every member's plants before the show.  Reminder that 15% 
of every sale goes to the VOS and 2.75% additional for every credit card sale.  All plants need to be in a good salable 
condition, i.e. clean, well labeled, and priced before the show. 
 

Set-up is Thursday March 2nd.:  Please bring your plants to the Auditorium in the Kelly Educational Center any time on 
Thursday.  Make sure to contact Robert prior to the show but no later than the VOS February meeting, so we can make 
sure every member who wants to have plants sold are well represented. Email or send Robert a list before the show  
set-up. If there is a large amount of participation there may need to be a limit on plants for the first day of the show, so 
the table is not overcrowded. If member's plants sell well they may bring a replenishment of plants later. It will be up to 
members to check at the show if they want to replenish later. The list should contain the following: 

 

 ● Member's Name 
 ● Plant name and/or if multiple of same plant with same price number of that plant 

 ● Plant price 
 ● Description of the flower if picture or plant not in bloom to help sell 

 

Make sure to have plants ready and labeled, priced prior to the show. Thank you. 
 

Contact Robert at whitecloud20xx@gmail.com 

VOS DISPLAY PLANT REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS 
    To make this registration proceed as smoothly as possible, please email Ron Geraci the name and class  
    of each orchid you are entering.  If you would like him to determine the judging class, please email the  
    following information for each orchid you are entering at virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com 
 

      ● Name of Orchid (if a species or named hybrid) 
            Please type the name in your email or a word document  
            (photographs/jpegs of plant labels cannot be accepted) 
      ● Names of both parents (if it is an unnamed hybrid) 
      ● A photograph of the flower to confirm the color of your orchid  
      ● Size of one flower (cattleya, oncidium alliance, phalaenopsis, and vanda alliance  
     flowers only) 
     ● If entering an orchid in the Miniature Class, provide height of individual growth  

          (including leaves but excluding inflorescence)  
      ● Please indicate if entering a first bloom seedling  
 

DEADLINE:  5pm on Sunday, February 26th    (Registration needs to be submitted by Tuesday) 

YOU TOO can be a SHOW TROPHY SPONSOR!  
 

As is the tradition with our AOS judged shows, we invite members to sponsor one of the following unspoken 
for “Best of” trophies and join the others in celebrating our show: 
 

 Best Cattleya (Robert Rand)  Best Oncidium Alliance   
 Best First Bloom Seedling (Robin Maiorana)  Best Dendrobium 
 Best Species (Stan Baker)  Best Paphiopedilum  
 Best Phalaenopsis (Joanne Brothers) Best Phragmipedium  
 Best Weird & Wonderful (Allen Black) Best Vanda Alliance  
 Best Art in Show (Irina Neverova)  Best Miscellaneous Genera 
   Best Specimen Plant 
  

With a donation of $35.00, you can sponsor a special award to the winner of one of the categories above or 
name your own category.  A card with your name(s) as sponsor will be included with the “trophy.” 
 

Please send your name and the name of the trophy you choose to sponsor to Robin Maiorana at 
rmyorana@gmail.com and mail a check to Paul McNamara, 2715 Semmes Ave., Richmond, VA 23225.   
Note on the check that you are sponsoring a show trophy and specify the trophy. 
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Photos by June Pierson 

More Photos From the January Show Table 
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For the Love of Orchids:  Why We Do It 

Carol Siegel 

Reprinted with permission from “Orchid Digest,” O-N-D 2007 
www.orchiddigest.org  

 

WHAT IS IT ABOUT ORCHIDS?  They make fools of all of us. Innocently buy just one orchid at Home Depot, and 
you're done for. Orchids will take over your time, your money, and your heart. As Joe Kunisch ruefully says in Orchid 
Fever, "You can get off alcohol, drugs, women, food and cars, but once you're hooked on orchids, you're finished. You 
never get off orchids...never."  
 

But that's a good thing... Yes, you're an addict, but of all the addictions, growing orchids is the best. No one ever lies in 
the gutter clutching an orchid plant in a brown paper bag. People never get off orchids because there are so many benefits 
and so many pleasures to the addiction. Fellow addicts, let us tell the uninitiated just why we do it.  

 

1.  YOU MEET THE MOST INTERESTING PEOPLE  

I was speaking at a club, and I mentioned to one of the members at dinner that I had raised 53 desert tortoises in my  
backyard. He was amazed, but then he mentioned he had a 4000-gallon saltwater tank in his living room. Orchid people 
are like that. They grow coral in their greenhouses and iguanas in their bathrooms. They collect rare tropical birds and 
know the names of exotic ferns. They paint orchids on teacups and write dissertations on building bat houses. They  
publish books on the feeding behavior of the polyclad flatworm or ride motorcycles wearing leather vests and little else.  
It is worth growing orchids just to meet these fabulous people. As Eric Hansen points out:  
 

"I don't want to give the impression that perfectly normal, healthy, thoughtful and balanced people are not drawn to  
orchids. I am told they exist... The ones that I encountered were the horticultural extremists, the lone rangers, pioneers, 
fantasy merchants... They were like irresistible wildflowers, and I collected them at every opportunity."  
 

2.  YOUR WALLET NEVER MAKES AN UGLY BULGE IN YOUR POCKET  
An orchid person is always spared the annoyances of having too much cash. A wallet stuffed with money disfigures the 
smooth line of a pair of pants. A purse full of money pulls on a woman's shoulder and ruins the line of her dress. Orchid 
growers never have to be concerned about these things since their wallets are always flat and their purses light. Shopping 
is one of the great joys of the hobby and can now be done in pajamas on ebay, assuring that one never has an overstuffed 
wallet. For many, all that shopping, buying all those glorious orchids and endless orchid stuff, is reason enough to be an 
orchid junkie. Vendors are to orchid addicts what pushers are to druggies.  

 

3.  YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE SOMETHING TO LIVE FOR  
I have heard that orchid growers live longer than any other folks. They simply have too much 
to do and see and bloom to let it all slip away. I went on an orchid expedition to Owen Sound, 

a native orchid paradise in Canada, with a group of East Coast 
botanists. After a long trek, an elderly professor let out a shriek. 
Under one small bush peaked a single, diminutive, adorable  
Cypripedium arietinum.  

 

"Oh, my God," he exclaimed. "Now I have seen it. Now I can die." 
Announcement of his demise was premature. Next morning, he 
was still with us because he just had to see that Goodyera  
oblongifolia.  

 

Orchid growers simply refuse to die 
before their Phragmipedium ko-
vachii hybrid blooms bigger than a 
dinner plate. There is always the per-
fectly flat black cattleya with the 12-
inch wide petals to dream about and 
work on and live for. Even if the rest 
of the world deserts you, breaks your 
heart, and ignores you, your orchids 
will always be there for you.  

Cypripedium arietinum 
(internet photo) 

Goodyera oblongifolia
(internet photo) 

Phragmipedium kovachii 
(internet photo) 
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4.  YOU REALLY CAN SAVE THE WORLD  
I went to the opening of the Springs Preserve here in Las Vegas, a marvelous park/museum complex devoted to  
conservation, ecology sustainability, and environmental responsibility. It gives you hope but sometimes leaves you  
feeling overwhelmed. The problems of the environment are so great that you can feel you just can't make much  
difference. In a very real sense, growing orchids makes you part of a very important conservation movement. You can 
make a big difference. 

 

Our club, The Greater Las Vegas Orchid Society, lives in a 
tourist town in the middle of the sizzling hot Mojave desert. 
Yet, even we could make a difference. We took part in several 
orchid counts of the rare and endemic Nevada orchid,  
Spiranthes infernalis. We catalogued and published the  
information on Nevada's fourteen native orchids. We  
rediscovered the "lost orchid" Spiranthes diluvialis, which 
was presumed extinct for the last seventy years, and published 
our find. We made up a brochure and posters on our native 
orchids for the arboretum at UNLV and for the Springs and 
informed a stunned population that we got orchids!  

 

Gone are the days when commercial orchid collectors  
denuded whole areas of trees in order to gather orchids. In one  
particular search for Odontoglossum crispum in Columbia in 
the 19th century, 10,000 plants were hacked out and 4,000 
trees felled. Areas were stripped as though 
by a forest fire. Today, orchid growers form 
the legions of orchid protectors. Dr. Harold 
Koopowitz, conservation guru, notes that 
amateur orchid conservation often involves 
joining a group: "An ant cannot carry much 

more than a few grains of sand at a time but enough ants cooperating can 
build an ant city capable of housing millions of their species. The same is 
true with people. One needs to find an organization or group of people  
already at work on conservation projects. It is the combined strength of 
hundred or thousands of people that has given the various conservation 
movements the ability to achieve their effectiveness."  

 

Many of us join big groups like the Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, British Fauna and Flora Preservation Society, or 
The Native Orchid Conference. We join the AOS or the Orchid Digest. We encourage our groups to annually donate one 
percent of their treasury to any orchid conservation effort of their choice, through Mark Sullivan's brainchild "1% for  
Orchid Conservation." The San Diego Orchid Society has long been lauded for their donations to worthy native orchid 
projects through their conservation fundraising. Your group can do it, too.  
 

Many orchids are functionally extinct in the wild (fewer than 500 specimens) and  
depend on growers for their continued existence. Replace one big showy cattleya and 
make a place for a few species in your collection, helping "insignificant-looking"  
orchids have a chance for the future. Private collections form a formidable reserve of 
back-up plants in case of habitat destruction. Make a plan for what will happen to your 
precious species in case of your illness or passing and TELL someone. Resist buying 
plants without asking where they came from. Stories circulate of plants on ebay that 
have been stripped from the jungle. You want to be part of the solution, not part of the 
problem.  
 

5.  YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE BEAUTY IN YOUR WORLD  
The Chadwicks, in the book, The Classic Cattleyas, relate that when the Empress of 
Russia wanted to send her sister a birthday gift, she did not hesitate. She sent her a  
plant of the newest cattleya hybrid, Brassocattleya Empress of Russia, an orchid  
beautiful beyond description. Today, it is not just the Empress's sister who can have 
beauty beyond description, but anyone with a few dollars to spare and access to the  

Spiranthes infernalis 
(internet photo) 

Spiranthes diluvialis 
(internet photo) 

 

Odontoglossum crispum (internet image) 

Brassocattleya Empress of Russia   
 

Photo by Art Chadwick 
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Internet. In the past, people thrilled to the fabulous beauty of classic hothouse 
orchids like Cattleya mossaie with its bright colors, magnificent fragrance, and 
large flowers, but today award-quality phalaenopsis are available for $14 at  
Trader Joe's, to grow in your windowsill or dining room. Nothing else will bring 
beauty into your life like the evanescent bloom of a stanhopea or the tiny, perfect 
flowering of a pleurothallid. When you grow orchids, you own a treasure. All that 
magnificent beauty thrills the heart and satisfies a deep need.  

 

Every part of an orchid is beautiful 
to the true enthusiast. Coryanthes 
speciosa is a perfect example of a 
plant beautiful in every stage and 
every part. Its remarkable roots, 
waving like tentacles in the air, form tangled nets around the thick trunks  
of trees. Ants build nests in the root nets and serve as bodyguards to protect 
the orchid from herbivores. Thick spikes descend from the bottom of the 
plant swelling to produce red buds as big as plums. The buds audibly pop 
and present weirdly gorgeous sensual flowers with back-swept wings and  
a column dripping liquid into a bucket in the lip. On the helmet-shaped lip, 
bees fight for space as they collect fragrant waxes and fall into a pool of 
liquid, nearly drowning. Fighting for a foothold, they climb out of the  
slippery pool and exit carrying pollinia on their back. Out of flamboyant 
bloom, thin delicate leaves top ovoid pseudobulbs, beautiful in themselves. 
One Coryanthes speciosa is reason enough to grow orchids. 
 

6.  YOU WILL LEARN STUFF YOU DIDN'T EVEN KNOW YOU DIDN'T KNOW  
The 13th century philosopher and rabbi Maimonides said that knowledge possessed is of great value but knowledge 
shared is priceless. Orchid enthusiasts share their considerable and very priceless knowledge. It is worth growing orchids 
just to get the rest of your education.  

 

With over 35,000 species and countless hybrids, orchids introduce you to 
a world of information that you little suspected existed, a complex world 
of endless discovery. Take osmunda. Who ever heard of osmunda? (The 
youngest Osmond brother?) Who ever read about osmunda? Who ever 
went in search of osmunda? Well, orchid growers just love to know stuff 
like that (which is by the way the root of the Osmunda fern that grew  
extensively in the bogs in Florida and was harvested annually, a  
renewable product used for cattleyas in the past and... See you could just 
go on and on.) Orchid people know and enjoy weird facts. (Fred Clarke 
told me that catasetum pollinia can actually travel 200 feet in a second.  
I love knowing that.) If you weren't smart before you grew orchids, you 
will be after you do grow them.  

 

Orchid growing is chock full of technical information. Fertilizers have 
information on the chemical constituents of the product, and you learn to 
discuss phosphorous and flowering at dinner. You learn what pH is and that parts per million is not a stock market term. 
You ponder the merits of fresh vs. saltwater diatomite and actually learn the difference between foot-candles and watts. 
From botany to biology, from entomology to ecology, there is so much to know and so much to learn. There are  
thousands and thousands of books and articles on orchids to read ranging from tales of orchid explorers to doctoral  
dissertations on seed dissemination. There are exciting lectures at orchid clubs and orchid meetings, like the annual  
Orchid Digest Speaker's Day. There are trips to see orchids in the wild and websites to discuss orchid ideas. Learning is 
one of  the great delights of orchid growing.  
 

7. YOU CAN BE A CREATOR  

Armed with only a toothpick, smelling of clorox and agar, orchid growers can create totally new orchids, never found in 
nature, never before seen, an orchid designed by and named for THEM . They adore having thousands of their tiny little 
new creations and are more patient than most mortals as the years turn into decades before their creations bloom.  

Cattleya mossaie (internet photo) 

 

Coryanthes speciosa (internet photo) 

Osmunda regalis  - Royal Fern (internet photo) 
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Although they never admit it, crossing orchids makes growers feel like God. They are eternally optimistic that the next 
cross will be bigger, thicker, taller, more award-worthy. Their goal in life is to produce a black phragmipedium with five-
foot petals. Invited into your greenhouse, they eye your cattleya and slowly say, "Nice pollinia..." Our club has frequent 
"orchid weddings" where we cross plants at meetings. Creating new crosses and watching them grow is great fun.  

 

John Dominy, foreman of James Veitch and Son, was credited with making the 
first orchid cross in 1852. Unfortunately, Dominy was a terrible record keeper,  
and when his cattleya cross bloomed in 1859 after seven expectant years, he 
didn't remember what the parents were. Rather than call it Cattleya illegitimus 
(my suggestion), he gave it what Chadwick calls the "charming name"  
Cattleya hybrida. Even though he made several more gorgeous crosses, his 
record keeping never got much better. His last creation, Laeliocattleya  

Dominiana, which bloomed in 
1877, was sadly known as a cross 
between C. dowiana and "some 
laelia."  

 

Today, orchid growers proudly 
record their magnificent  
creations with the Royal  
Horticultural Society (RHS) 
which lists it in Sander's Complete List of Orchid Hybrids. All plants from 
that cross will bear that official name. Orchid growers become partners in 
evolution by naturally selecting what humans like best - things like big 
round petals, long-lasting flat flowers, fantastic colors, and quickly-
maturing plants. Humans have made thousands of hybrids nature never  
intended. Some are between plants on the opposite sides of the earth or  
between species with different pollinators.  

8. YOU CAN MAKE MONEY 
Although I myself have never done this (orchids named after me would be called Paphiopedilum volunteerianus), orchids 
can make you a lot of money. The top orchid at the Tokyo Grand Prix, the Oscars of the orchid world, earned its grower 
$50,000 and a brand new Mercedes. On a more modest scale, amateurs can cross and grow thousands of little orchids and 
then sell them at a profit. Orchids are big business, the second biggest potted-plant crop in terms of dollars, coming in  
second only to poinsettias.  

 

There are literally thousands of ways to make a little money with orchids. I typed in "Orchid Plants" on ebay and found 
2,192 entries ranging in price from $199 to $.99. Ebay is a fun and easy way to sell a few plants without a big investment. 
Others make a few hundred dollars a month selling their own plants (or those plants they were clever enough to buy at 
wholesale and sell at below retail) at meetings. Clubs welcome homegrown vendors who donate a few dollars from their 
sales to the treasury. Sometimes, garden shops or retail outlets will buy from hobbyists if the plants are lovely and well 
priced. Orchidists create websites or catalogues and make their little collection turn big bucks. Orchid shows provide  
wonderful opportunities for sales, too, although competition is often fierce and pricing can be cutthroat. Some with  
adequate growing space charge fees to board plants for those who want to have orchids only when they are in bloom. 
Deep pockets can opt for the big time and open a real nursery, selling their creations to the public, or provide all the  
endless supplies that orchids require. In addition to all its other glories, growing orchids can make you rich or, at least, 
richer.  
 

9. YOU CAN BE A STAR  
It is surprising how many people are underutilized in their everyday life. Here they are bursting with talent, enthusiasm, 
and smarts, and they are stuck filing papers or selling lip-gloss. Orchids are a fabulous outlet for all that unsung glory, 
another great reason to grow orchids. 
 

Orchid clubs endlessly need talented individuals to lead and organize and chair. Newsletters delight in members' literary 
skills and orchid magazines actually do print growers' valuable articles. Leadership opportunities abound in the American 
Orchid Society and the Orchid Digest as well as in smaller but very valuable organizations like the Native Orchid  
Conference and the Pleurothallid Alliance. Attend a meeting of one of these organizations and just whisper that you 
would be interested in serving or helping or leading or anything, and you will be delighted at how your talent-hungry  
orchid organization will scoop you up and hold you high.  

Cattleya hybrida (C. guttata x C. loddigesii)
(internet photo) 

Laeliocattleya Dominiana (internet photo) 
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You can enter the inner circle of the orchid world by training as an orchid judge. Although it takes longer to become an 
orchid judge than to become a doctor (and then THEY DON'T PAY YOU ANYTHING), these orchid aristocrats set  
orchid trends and wield tremendous power. Enter their world and share their influence.  

 

Alternately, you can become a speaker at meetings all over the country and even the world by just researching and putting 
together an interesting talk. Clubs are hungry for friendly, smart, interesting people to teach them, and they don't insist that 
you be a Ph.D. I speak on the "Sex Life of Orchids," a subject I researched and taught myself, and am always delighted at 
the friendly and enthusiastic reception I get at clubs. Speaking will make you feel useful and special, too. Certainly,  
growing orchids will fill your life with purpose and activity. Everyone visiting your growing area or sharing your  
blooming beauties will admire your expertise and your skill. To your orchids, all your love, care and nurturing will  
certainly make you the star in their botanical lives.  
 

10. ORCHIDS CONNECT US TO THE UNIVERSE  
In a world of asphalt and cement, orchids offer us a glimpse of the wild beauty that is nature. Owning a bulbophyllum 
from Borneo, with its weird smell and other-worldly beauty, transports us to far-off places and exotic locales. 
  

The earliest portrait of Charles Darwin, Mea Allen relates, shows him at six clutching a pot of flowers. In an age of  
industrialization, Darwin found in flowers, and particularly in orchids, a study in the wonders of nature over the stream  
of time. We, too, clutching our pots of flowers, find in the mystique of orchids, in its fantastic diversity and flamboyant 
colors and shapes, a way out of the mundane and into the ethereal.  

 

Why grow orchids? As Charles Darwin exulted, "They are wonderful creatures, these Orchids, and I sometimes think with 
a glow of pleasure, when I remember making out some little point...You cannot conceive how the Orchids have  
delighted me...For the orchids are more play than work..."  
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