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Virginia Orchid Society ï An Illustrated History ï Part 2:  1951-1953 
From the VOS archives 
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Orchids in Virginia 
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Reprinted with permission from the AOS Bulletin:  July 1951 
 

A visit to the State of Virginia in the Spring of the year is a treat that everyone should have if it is at all possible.  For 
many years, the officials of the State have had qualified persons for maintaining the planting and beauty of the roadsides 
and a drive from one city to another affords a panoramic view of unusual beauty with the various shades of green, the 
thousands of white dogwood growing among the greens on the hillsides, and the apple orchards that appear ever so often, 
the branches of the trees covered with the delicate blooms.  In reviewing a little of the history of our country, one has the 
feeling that here nature has supplied all of the beauty as a permanent memorial to the good men who sacrificed their lives 
on this hallowed ground for the principles in which they believed.  
 

An interest in orchids will always provide a means to locate a congenial person who is willing to serve as a guide for a 
visit to other orchid growers, and so it was that we made the acquaintance of Henry S. Spencer.  
 

Mr. Spencer was with Clint McDade & Sons, Signal Mountain, Tennessee, for three years and recently has been  
associated with H. Patterson & Sons, Bergenfield, N. J. during the summer months, traveling through several of the 
southeastern states, visiting with orchid growers and supplying their needs.  The remainder of the year is spent studying 
medicine at the Virginia Medical College, Richmond, where he plans to practice medicine when he has completed his 
studies.  
 

It is an unusual reason which prompts Mr. Spencer's growing of orchids.  However, it is one of the finest which anyone 
has expressed; that is, the assembling of approximately one hundred Cattleyas which will produce unusually nice flowers 
which he intends to pass on to his patients on occasion.  
 

It is his belief that all of the human illnesses are not necessarily of the body but may be brought on by neglect or  
loneliness, and that through an act of kindness in presenting a beautiful orchid to a patient the cure will be both physical 
and spiritual.  
 

The greenhouse of Barron Howard, Northside, Richmond, houses the plants of Mr. Spencer as well as those of his own, 
and it was especially interesting to learn that Mr. Howard has constructed the house himself.  It is 10 ft. by 30 ft., with 
benches along the sides only, covered with very heavy 1/2" wire mesh.  There are about 1000 Cattleyas, many of them 
specimen plants, as both gentlemen prefer the Cattleyas to other types; however, there are a few plants of Dendrobium 
phalaenopsis Dixon's variety, Odontoglossium grande and O. pulchellum, Coelogyne, Zygopetalum MacKayi and  
Cattleya percivaliana, C. mossiae, C. trianaei var. The Baron, C. gigas var. F.M.B. and hybrids, Cattleya Bow Bells, 
Cattleya Joyce Hannington, Cattleya Eugenie alba, Cattleya Enid alba with four leads that recently had twelve blooms, 
Cattleya Dolores Ziegfield in an eight-inch pot which had just produced thirteen blooms, and Laeliocattleya George 
Baldwin in an eight-inch pot which had fourteen blooms at the last flowering.  

Henry Spencer and Barron Howard in the greenhouse which they share.  Henry Spencer in the greenhouses of Barron Howard where he keeps 
his orchid plants. 



8 

The name of Thalhimer is well known in Virginia because of the large department store by that name, and a most  
enjoyable visit was made to the home and gardens of Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Thalhimer, Westmoreland Place. The beautiful 
home is surrounded by large trees and many flowering trees, especially the pink and white dogwood.  The greenhouse is 
situated at the foot of the knoll upon which the house stands, and while the plants are not so large in number, there is 
much variety.  John V. Sheely is the grower and does extremely well with the plants, having started with the orchids 
about two years ago.  There are approximately fifty plants of Cattleyas, Calanthe, Vandas, Phalaenopsis, Cypripedium 
and Epidendrums, which form a good nucleus for a hobby collection.  
 

The next stop was made at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Douglas VanDerhoof on Windermere Place, where we found Mrs. 
VanDerhoof working in her garden.  This is indeed a gardener's garden, and one can see at a glance the personal interest 
of the owners.  Mrs. VanDerhoof started growing orchids many years ago when a friend, who made a trip to South 
America, presented her with some Cattleya species which he imported.  Although there were no flowers at the time of 
our visit, four plants of Cattleya carried forty-three buds.  Other plants noted were Laelia purpurata, Oncidium  
cavendishianum, Dendrobum Raenele (rennellii?), and Vanda coerulea.  These plants are grown in one end of the green 
house where carnations and other plants are grown. Another greenhouse was filled with stocks and snapdragons up to six 
feet tall.  
 
 

Lunch time found us at the place of I.O. Keeton, Glen Allen, Virginia. Mr. Keeton is a real orchid enthusiast and started 
his collection about five years ago after visiting a commercial orchid range just to see the flowers.  A Cattleya mossiae 
with six leads was noted and others were Cattleya Dorothy Mackail, Laeliocattleya Canhamiana, as well as many fine 
crosses of Cattleyas.  Altogether 
there are more than five hundred 
plants, including  Cymbidiums, 
Phalaenopsis, Sobralias and 
Phaius grandifolius.  He has  
recently purchased 100 Cattleya 
seedlings in four- and five-inch 
pots.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. W.B. Thalhimer in her greenhouse. Mrs. Douglas VanDerhoof with her orchid plants. 

I.O. Keeton, Glen Allen, Virginia in his  
greenhouse. 

Mr. Keeton beside the display case in his  restaurant 
where he places the orchid plants when in flower. 

 



Mrs. Guy Palmore, who lives in the Ginter 
Park section, had just completed her new 
greenhouse, size 15' x 20', and was happily 
anticipating moving the plants from the 
lean-to house into their new home.  The 
collection started as a hobby about four 
years ago and contains mostly Cattleyas, 
Dendrobiums and Phalaenopsis.  Mrs.  
Palmore especially likes the plant of  
Cattleya Ardmore alba.  It will be  
interesting to hear a report occasionally 
about the increase in plants, as it is almost 
impossible for an orchid grower to refrain 
from buying plants that will more than fill 
the space available.  
 

A short drive from Charlottesville, we  
located the establishment of Mr. and Mrs. 
E.F. Wieboldt at Covesville, Virginia.  Our 
unannounced arrival was not at the most 
opportune time, as Mr. and Mrs. Wieboldt 
had a dinner engagement, but as native  
Chicagoans, Southern by adoption, their 
greeting was one of true hospitality.  We 
were impressed by the many Cattleyas that 
had been cut and placed about the living room, and felt that they truly do enjoy their orchids as cut flowers. 
     

Mr. Wieboldt was formerly in the department store business, his company owning a chain of stores, but with the  
ever-increasing burdens placed upon business executives today, he decided that there would be less strain and much 
more pleasure in everyday living to dispose of his business, grow orchids commercially, and in addition, raise blooded 
Angus cattle.  A lovely spot has been chosen for the home with a commanding view of the surrounding country, and the 
home has been constructed according to the needs and conveniences of the owners.  The orchid range is about two miles 
from the home, on the main highway, and there are four large greenhouses, a large potting area, as well as a room with 
refrigeration for keeping the flowers. 
  
We look forward to a future visit to Virginia and other Orchid growers there.  
 

 

Lean-to greenhouse of Mrs. Guy Palmore. Newly constructed greenhouse of Mrs. 
Guy Palmore  (Mrs. Palmore). 
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Greenhouses of the E.F. Wieboldt Co., Covesville, Virginia. Mr. Wieboldt with a specimen plant of Cattleya mossiae. 
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1952 
During these early years, an organizational document was prepared by Barron Howard for the orchid society.  The  
Virginia Orchid Society was officially organized at a meeting held on June 25, 1952 in the backyard of the residence of 
Mrs. Evelyn Palmore.  Serving as a nominating committee, Mrs. Palmore, Dr. Bill Greg, and Rev. Ribble presented  
nominations of the following for officers for the year: 
 

 President:  Henry Spencer 
 Vice-President:  Robert Eagles 
 Secretary and Treasurer:  Barron Howard 
 

On the motion of Mr. John Skelly, the nominations were closed and the slate was elected.  Articles published in the  
Richmond newspapers announced that the Virginia Orchid Society was formally organized and officially recognized. 
 

The meeting minutes from this June 25th meeting included a list of those in attendance:  Rev. Leigh Ribble, Mrs. Fuller 
(Jeanne) Wright, Mr. Fred Nicholson, Mr. E.A. Carlton, Miss Evelyn Caylor, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eagles, Mr. Barron 
Howard, Mr. and Mrs. John Skelly, Mr. Henry Spencer, and Mr. and Mrs. Guy (Evelyn) Palmore.  A hand-written note 
on the typed meeting minutes indicated that 
these were the thirteen charter members.  
These meeting minutes conclude with the 
statement that it was decided to have the first 
meeting at the Maymont Nature Center on 
the fourth Monday in September (1952). 

 

At this second meeting on September 22, 
1952 the Society decided to join the  
Tuckahoe Womenôs Garden Club in  
promoting the Second Annual Virginia  
Orchid Show in the spring of 1953, using  
the facilities of the Miller & Rhodes  
Department Store on Broad Street in  
downtown Richmond:  the first ñofficialò 
Orchid Show was put on by the Tuckahoe 
Garden Club in the Old Dominion Room, 
Miller & Rhodes, on February 14th and 15th, 1952. An earlier show similarly sponsored by the Tuckahoe Garden Club 
was held March 12-14, 1951 at the same location.  In other meeting discussions, it was decided that dues would be $2.00 
yearly for regular membership, and $1.00 yearly for juniors.  And it was approved that the Society would continue to 
meet at the Maymont Nature Center on the fourth Monday of each month, September through May of each year at 8 p.m. 
 

At the October 27th. meeting, it was noted that affiliation with the Maymont Garden Center would cost $5.00 in annual 
dues, with the Society being entitled to use the facilities three times a year without charge, with extra meetings costing 
$5.00 each.  Without affiliation, the charge was $10.00 per meeting.  Upon a motion made and passed, the secretary was 
authorized to make the Society a member of the Center.  In other business, the following three members would form the 
Program Committee:  Rev. Leigh Ribble, chairman, Mrs. Percy J. Carr, and Mrs. R.P. Eagles.  It was also noted that Mr. 
I.O. Keeton had taken the third place cup for his class in the recent Washington Orchid Show.  Sixteen persons attended 
this meeting. 
 

The fourth meeting was held on November 24 at the Maymont Nature Center where three committees were established: 
 

 Show Committee:   Bob Eagles, chairman, I.O. Keeton, Mrs. Herbert Jackson, Mrs. Guy Palmore, and  
  Henry Spencer 
 Membership: Mrs. Brock Minor, chairwoman, Mrs. Evelyn Caylor, and Fred Nicholson 
 Publicity: Brock Minor, chairman, Barron Howard, and W.W. Northfleet, Jr. 
 

At this meeting, members expressed their desire to have future programs on the pros and cons of feeding, potting, and 
general orchid culture. On the exhibition bench was an excellent specimen of Zygopetalum Mackaii, belonging to Mrs. 
Palmore. 
 

The fifth meeting of the VOS, held at Maymont Nature Center on December 22, 1952, brought complaints about the 
quality of osmunda sold by the T.W. Wood Seed Company, and ñsince it is the only local source of small quantities, it 
was agreed that efforts would be made to get Woodôs to stock a better quality product.ò  The exhibition bench held a 
Cycnoches belonging to Mrs. Palmore, and a white Cattleya with two blooms belonging to Mr. Howard.  At this meeting 
the secretary was instructed to take required steps to affiliate with the American Orchid Society. 
 

The original Maymont Nature Center is the stone building that forms the Peacock Room in 
the modern structure that now surrounds it. 
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1953 
The sixth meeting was held at Maymont Nature Center on Monday evening, January 26th.  The main event was a reading 
of a paper titled ñA Slugôs Eye View of Orchid Raisingò read by Rev. Ribble.  He then spoke about the difficulties  
encountered in raising orchids without a greenhouse, and documented his successes and failures.  On the exhibition bench 
were:   Cattleya December Snow (belonging to Mr. Eagles); C. Florence Patterson (Miss Caylor); Dendrobium  
aggregatum, an unnamed odontoglossum, Calanthe Florence, and Oncidium splendidum (all belonging to Mrs. Palmore). 
 

At the seventh meeting held on February 23rd. a letter from the American Orchid Society outlining terms of affiliation 
was read.  Plans for the second annual orchid show to be held with the Tuckahoe Garden Club, March 9-11, 1953 were 
discussed.  A Dendrobium noble presented by Rev. Ribble was on the exhibition bench.  

BLUE RIDGE ORCHID SOCIETY FORMED 
       The newest of the rapidly growing family of regional societies is the Blue Ridge Orchid 
Society, formally organized on January 5, 1953.  It will meet every 60 days except during the 
summer months.  Officers for the year are President, E.A. Hickson; Vice-President, Mrs. Harold 
H. Hawkins; Secretary-Treasurer, Luther Le Grand. 
       All readers in the area are invited to join and may secure more information from the      
President, Mr. E.A. Hickson, 1305 Rittenhouse Street, Lynchburg, Virginia. 

               From the AOS Bulletin - March 1953, page 183 

MARYLAND ORCHID SOCIETY ORGANIZED 
        A group of fifty amateur and professional orchid growers have organized the Maryland 
Orchid Society.  The following officers were elected:  Dr. H.M. Murdock, president; R.W. 
Gowdy, vice-president;  H.J. Coven (Wyndhurst Ave., Baltimore 10, Md.), secretary; Charles 
Watkins, treasurer; and directors, Mrs. Jack Sebald, Dr. M.E. Strobel, and H.S. Zimmerman. 

               From the AOS Bulletin - December 1953, page 881 

The Beginnings of Our Neighboring Societies 

NEW AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 
 Our family continues to grow!  We are pleased to welcome six more orchid societies from 
coast to coast and south to Panama into our family of Affiliated Societies.  The new groups are 
the Gold Coast Orchid Society (Panama Canal Zone), Orchid Society of Puerto Rico, Michigan 
Orchid Society, Illinois Orchid Society, South Coast Orchid Society (around Long Beach,  
California) and Virginia Orchid Society.  Best of wishes to all! 

               From the AOS Bulletin - April 1953, page 303 

               From the AOS Bulletin - February 1948, page 117 

NATIONAL CAPITAL ORCHID SOCIETY 
       The regular monthly meeting of the National Capital Orchid Society was held on Monday 
evening, December 15th, at 8 oôclock, in Room 43, New National Museum, 10th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, N.W.  The speaker of the evening was Dr. C.J. Lauter, Head Chemist of 
the Water Supply Division, U.S. Engineer Office, which has the city water supply in charge.  
Dr. Lauter gave a very interesting exposition of the nature and qualities of water, explaining 
why water is hard or soft, acid or alkaline, pure or impure, and the comparative values of water 
which in largely rainfall as compared with that which comes form deeper sources.  He then 
showed a series of colored slides of orchids and other flowers.  An unexpected guest was Mr. T. 
J. Fennell of Homestead, Florida, who also showed slides of orchids and after describing the 
culture of orchids at the Fennell Jungle, he invited questions.  This met an enthusiastic response 
from the audience but the speaker was fully equal to the occasion. 
    After the program, the business of the Society was taken up and an announcement was made 
that affiliation with the American Orchid Society has been completed.  .  .  .  Nelson B. Gaskill, 
726 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 
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Two actions by the Society were requested at the eighth meeting on March 23rd:  to ask ñMiss. Holly of Richmond  
Newspapers to write up the recent orchid show for the AOS Bulletin,ò and to write to T.W. Woods & Son, informing 
them where proper osmunda may be purchased, together with a request to stock that osmunda.  A specimen of  
E. atropurpureum was exhibited, owned by Dr. Ribble. 
 

Two activities at the eighth April 27th. meeting included a potting demonstration by President Henry Spencer, and a plant 
sale which gained the club treasury $32.50. 
 

The spring meeting schedule ended with a greenhouse tour on May 23rd.  The itinerary included Mrs. Palmoreôs  
greenhouse, followed by the greenhouses of Brock Minor and Bob Eagles.  At Rev. Ribbleôs orchids were found 
ñindoors, out of doors, and in the basement under lights.ò  The day ended with a banquet provided by Mr. and Mrs.  
Keeton at the Wigwam.   
 

The fall season began with an invitation to a picnic on September 12th. at Cove Creek Farm, 15 miles southwest of  
Charlottesville on route U.S. 29.  Owned by C.E. Marston and E. F. Wieboldt, the masthead of their invitation lists 
ñAberdeen Angus Cattleò and ñCattleya Hybrid Orchids,ò presumably the chief endeavors of Cove Creek Industries, Inc.  
After inspection of their greenhouses, each society member received ña very nice Hybrid in a five inch pot.ò  After lunch, 
Mr. Marston gave a demonstration of ñPotting the Cove Creek way.ò 
 

At this informal September meeting, the major discussion centered on the proposed spring orchid show with the  
Tuckahoe Garden Club, to be held at State-Planters Bank and Trust Company.  Mr. Keeton and Mrs. Palmore, who serve 
on the Show Committee, were tasked to work out the show details with the bank. 
 

It was announced at the October 26 meeting, held in the Maymont Nature Center, that the VOS charter had been received 
as an affiliate of the American Orchid Society.  The election of officers was held with the following results: 
 

 President:   W.W. Norfleet 
 Vice-president:   R.P. Eagles 
 Secretary-treasurer: Barron Howard 
 

Other items discussed include: 
 * The State Planters Bank made an offer to use free of charge a meeting room at the West Broad Branch, which 
    was accepted.  It would be available in about 60 days. 
 *The society voted to raise the annual dues to $3.00 per person, with the dues paying year to begin September 1. 
 *The State Planters Bank had also offered the use of its downtown Broad Street Branch for the societyôs  
   proposed show. 
 

At the November 23rd. meeting, Mr. Keeton  
announced that the third annual orchid show would 
be held March 19-21, 1954 at the State Planters 
Bank as 6th and Broad Streets. 
 

The December meeting was held at the Wigwam 
followed by a ñdelightful plate supper.ò  At this 
meeting Dr. Spencer spoke of the various things 
going on at Kensington Orchids:  experiments in 
counting chromosomes, virus diseases, and  
the effects on light, among other things.  And as  
was typical of these meetings, orchid plants were 
offered as door prizes. 
  

Page 1 of the 1954 edition of the Societyôs  
Constitution and By-Laws.   The interesting  
paragraph is ñSection 9, - Duesò which states ñThe 
annual dues of the Society shall be on a fiscal year 
basis, beginning Sept. 1. New members accepted 
prior to Jan. 31 will be charged dues for a whole 
year.  Those accepted after Jan. 31 will be charged 
one half the dues for the remainder of the year.  The 
annual dues of the Society shall be $3.00 for single 
memberships and $1.00 each for additional  
members of a family.  Dues shall not be required  
of Honorary Members.  Dues shall be construed as 
delinquent if not paid on or before Nov. 30.ò 

  


