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Once Rare Orchlds Now Are Grown in
Back Yards Here

Show Scheduled
February 14-15

By K. LEWIS WARREN

Orchids used to be considered
rare flowers that bloomed only on
the shoulders of women at Easter.

However, a considerable number
of Richmonders are now raising
them as a hobby.

Among them are a trained nurse
who raises the plants on her din-
ing-room table, a housewife who

transplanted a plant to her back
yard and has gazed in awe while
it produced a number of blooms,
an automobile mechanic who has
constructed a makeshift green-
house, and a night club owner who
is thinking of actually going in for
raising orchids commercially.

“Although orchids are exatic
flowers, they actually require much
less attention than the average
plant.” So explained Henry Spen-
cer, a third-year student. at the
Medical College of Virginia.

Spencer, another Richmonder
raising orchids in spare time, esti-
mates there are close to 5,000
‘amateur orchid growers in the
United States.

“VERY LITTLE CARE”

“Orchids require very little care
the first year,” he said. “All that
is needed is sufficient moisture and
broken light, “The latter can be

acquired through Venetian blinds

or light curtains,

“Orchids grown in an ordinary
house should be watered in the
pot once every week or 10 days.
In addition, the leaves should be
sprayed once a day with water
rom an atomizer.”

Actually the cattleyas, or big

orchids such as are usually used

raise, most orchid fanciers say.
Mrs, Douglas' VanderHoof, of
Richmond, started her collection
of orchids some years ago when
|the late Mrs. Alexander W.

Weddell brought her four plants
from South America. ;
Mr, Weddell was then ambassa-
dor to Argentina and the Weddells
stopped in Brazil en rvoute to
America and obtained the plants.
Since then other orchid plants

i

in corsages, are the easiest to|

e R R R

THE RICHMOND NEWS LEADEB

THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 1952 1

i

[Staif Photos]

ORCHIDS GROW IN RICHMOND, TOO, AS THESE TWO FLOWER FANS CAN PROVE
Betsy Marstellar with "Priscilla Alba" (leﬁ), the Rev. W, Lelqh Ribble with a "Caf’rleya"

have been added to Dr. and Mrs.| Besides these people, there are
VanderHool’s greenhouses at their| NuMerous others whose orchid ex-
home, “Windemere,” on Cary|pberiments are known only to their
Street Road. Mrs. VanderHoof| neighbors and close friends.

now has about 40 plants, includ-| In order to show the public just
ing many different varieties, what is and can be done in orchid
| Other extensive growers include| raising, the Tuckahoe Garden Club
Mrs. William B. Thalhimer, of 400 Qf_Westhamﬂpton will stage e
Old Lock Lane, and Barron chig- show February 14 and 15 in
Howard, of 1215 Windsor Ave. the Old Dominion Room at Mxller

_ Mus. Herbert Worth Jackson, 0 Saeads
Jr., president of the Tuckahoe OPEN TO ALL ; |
Gard:sn Club, is a new enthusiast. It will be open to all Richmond-
and has only a few plants so far. ars ag exhibitors whether members
The, fanciers also include the of a garden club-or not
| Rev. W. Leigh Ribble, of Grace Judges will be Dr. Edgar M.
and Holy Trinity Church, McPeak, Washington medical radi-.
Mr. Ribble, already known as a ologist who grows orchids as a
chessman, magician and raiser ol hobby, and Mrs. VanderHoof and
bees, added orchids to his hobbies Mrs. H. C. L. Miller, of Richmond,
when someone thoughtlessly told who also have collections of the
{him: “I don't believe you could| plants. - bty
raise them.” i
He has an improvised indoor

greenhouse in the parsonage and [

occasionally the congregation sees Thr ee J u dg es
Mrs. Ribble at church with one of A S I

the parson’s orchids on her shoul- re ae eCfed
der.
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