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Virginia Orchid Society ï An Illustrated History ï Part 4:  1955 
From the VOS Archives 

 

1955 
 

27 members were present at the January 24th meeting  In a report presented by Mrs. Palmore regarding the upcoming 
fourth annual show to be held on March 26-27th, she stated that the State-Planters Bank, host of the show, would be  
furnishing 14 pieces of silver as prizes for the 14 judging classes.  As a special feature of this meeting, Mrs. Palmore 
gave a demonstration of making corsages, using several different varieties of orchids. 
 

During the second monthly meeting on February 28th, it was announced in the Treasurerôs report that there was a  
balance of $220.79 in the bank.  Rev. Norfleet called attention to three additional flower shows to be held that spring:  
the National Flower Show in Washington, D.C. on March 12th; the Philadelphia Show on March 14-19; and the Virginia 
Garden and Flower Show on March 18-23rd.  Mrs. Palmore reported that the VOS was invited to exhibit at this show, 
and the motion was approved to enter an exhibit. 
 

The show brochure for the Fourth Annual Virginia Orchid Show, held in the lobby of the State-Planters Bank and Trust 
Co. on March 26-27, lists 45 exhibitors.  In addition to the society members, the list included 7 orchid nurseries (Alberts 
& Merkel Bros. and Rod McLellan Co. among others), 6 Richmond florists, and 2 orchid societies (the National Capital 
and the North Carolina orchid societies).  And as a tradition of the annual shows, a black tie preview of the show was 
held at the bank. 
   

At the March 28th meeting, the Treasurer reported a 
balance of $40.79 in the bank after all outstanding 
checks were paid.  Mr. Keeton read a letter from Rod 
McLellan Company of San Francisco, requested a  
listing of all members of the VOS for the purposes of 
mailing their catalogues.  The meetingôs presentation 
was a showing of slides from Alberts & Merkel Bros., 
Inc., an orchid and bromeliad nursery in South  
Jacksonville, Florida (an exhibitor at the March show). 
 

The April 25th meeting was held at the greenhouse of 
Mrs. Palmore at the usual time of 8 pm.  Dr. Spencer 
read a letter from the North Carolina Orchid Society 
inviting the VOS to meet with their Society on May 1, 
1955 at the home of Dr. and Mrs. J.D. Fitzgerald, and  
to bring a picnic lunch.  Mrs. Palmore asked members  
to let her know if they had any plants in bloom in order 
to make a display in the greenhouse of Mrs. Herbert 
Jackson during Virginia Garden Week, and also on  
May 20th for the Charlottesville Garden Club Flower 
show to be held at the Farmington Country Club.   
The meeting ended with a plant sale conducted by  
Dr. Henry Spencer, which realized $102.35. 
 

The May 13th meeting was presided over by the newly  
elected president, Mrs. J. Guy Palmore.  The major 
meeting event involved the motion, offered and  
seconded, that made Dr. Henry Spencer a life time 
member of the Virginia Orchid Society.  Mr. Keeton 
made a report on his trip to The Fitzgeraldôs home in 
Roxboro, North Carolina. 
 

On May 23rd, an organizational meeting of the  
Virginia Orchid Society was held in regard to the  
incorporation of the Society.  Mr. Barron Howard was 
appointed Temporary Chairman, and Mrs. Jeanne H. 
Wright, Temporary Secretary.  A handwritten note on 
the May 23rd meeting minutes states:  ñAccording to 
Internal Revenue Forms, as filed, the Virginia Orchid 
Society was formally incorporated as a non-profit  
institution, State of Virginia in the year 1955.ò 
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At this meeting the following officers were elected: President:   Mrs. J. Guy Palmore 
 Vice-President:  Dr. H.C. Lee 
 Secretary-Treasurer:  Mrs. Jeanne Wright 
 

Another interesting fact about the early years of the society is that prospective new members needed to apply and be  
approved for membership.  At this meeting the application for Kensington Orchids, Inc. was accepted, and was approved 
by the membership at the June meeting.   
In addition:  after an inquiry by Miss Virginia  
Valentine of the State-Planters Band and Trust 
Company, the motion to hold the Societyôs annual 
show in 1956 was approved. 
 

Juneôs activity was the second annual greenhouse 
tour on Saturday June 25th.  It was followed by a 
picnic supper at the Wigwam. 
           

At the September 26th meeting, Mrs. Palmore read 
a letter from the South Coast Orchid Society (Long 
Beach, California) inviting members of the Society 
to exhibit in their show.  She also read an  
invitation and distributed entry blanks from the 
Lynchburg (Blue Ridge Orchid Society) to exhibit 
in their October 22-23 show.  It was also reported 
that the Washington Show would be held on  
October 15-16.  Mr. J.D. Rahner, Jr., from  
Arlington, Virginia, presented an interesting talk 
and slide show of orchids native to the United 
States. 
 

The program for the October 24th meeting was a 
session of questions and answers led by Mrs.  
Palmore. Several members exhibited sick plants; 
their diseases were diagnosed and cures were  
discussed. 
 

At the November 28th meeting, Mr. Charles  
Marston gave a very interesting potting exhibition. 
 

The December 28th Christmas party was once 
again held at the Wigwam, with a cocktail party at 
6 pm with dinner at seven.  The entertainment  
consisted of selections on a musical saw, piano 
selections, a recitation, and a barber shop quartet. 

 



From the AOS Bulletin - February 1956, page 93 
 

  Lynchburg Orchid Show By E.A. Hickson  
 

The First Annual Lynchburg Orchid Show sponsored by the Blue Ridge Orchid Society and the Lynchburg National 
Bank & Trust Company was held in the lobby of the bank on October 22 and 23, 1955 in Lynchburg, Va.  Staged by  
Harold Hawkins, the show was an outstanding success and was seen by more than 5,000 people.  Edwin A, Hickson, who 
was Show Chairman, was assisted by Mrs. George Kunz and Mrs. Ben May as Co-chairmen. 
 

Kensington Orchids received a first with a beautiful display of plants, as well as having the Best Plant in the Show, Lc. 
Golden Joy.  Second place went to Cove Creek Farms and third to Hillside Gardens.  Other firsts in the plant classes were 
awarded to Cove Creek Farms, Mrs. George Kunz and Mrs. R.E. Dresser.  Other seconds were given to I.O. Keeton and 
E.A. Hickson.  Kiesewetter Orchid Gardens received a first in the cut-flower class, Dudley Overbey a second and  
Rivermont Orchids a third. 
 

In the class for orchid corsages by florists, Odaôs Exotic Orchids took first, McCarron Florist, second, and Park Ave.  
Florist, third.  In the amateur class of orchid corsages, first went to Mr. E.A. Hichson, second to Mrs. Robert Eagle and 
third to Mrs. Guy Palmore.  In the class for the most versatile use of orchids, Mrs. Dudley Overbey was first, Mrs. 
George Kunz, second and Charles Burg, third. 
 

A unique feature of the show was a class for the best compositionðorchids predominating, for Garden Clubs only.  Here 
many lovely compositions were seen. 
 

The profusion of fine blooms sent by commercial growers from all over the United States and Hawaii created much  
interest and many fine comments. 
 

Judges under the chairmanship of Dudley Overbey were Mrs. Guy Palmore and Mrs. Brash Minor.  
 

A dinner attended by bank officials and their wives, members of the Blue Ridge Orchid Society and their guests added  
a final touch to the lovely show.  Leis were presented to the bank officials in appreciation of their assistance.  
 

 ð 1305 Rittenhouse Street, Lynchburg, Va. 
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