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There will not be a meeting on January 18
The meeting date has been changed to February 1

Cypripedium of China and Their Cultivation
A special presentation by Wenqing Perner of

Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, LTD.
Sunday, February 1 from 2 pm to S pm
In Classroom 1 at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden

Proficient in Chinese, English, Japanese and German. IUCN SSC Orchid
Specialist Group expert and IUCN SSC China Species Specialist Group expert,
Huanglong National Park senior advisor, Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology
president.

In 1998, together with her late husband Dr. Holger Perner, joined the cooperation
project "International Trade of Chinese Orchids" between the CITES Secretariat
and the Chinese State Forestry Ministry, was in the charge of the international
trade.

She works for Huanglong National Park as senior advisor for nature conservation.
Together with her husband they established Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology
Ltd. In 2003. The company is mainly engaged in the propagation of
Paphiopedilum and Cypripedium, and exports their products to Europe, America,
Canada, Japan, Australia and other countries, and is the only commercial nursery
that can export App. | Paphiopedilum from China.

She gives about 10 talks a year in the world and was key note speaker in some
world conferences and is a popular speaker.

To read more please access the AOS website:
www.aos.org/community/speaker-center/wenqing-perner
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President’s Message

Hi all,

This begins an exciting time of year. The show is almost here. This is when we
pitch in together to make the show a success. We have been working behind
the scenes in planning. | will let Irina tell you about it. Joanne will talk about the
SignUp Genius that you can sign up conveniently from your phone or computer.
Joe is asking for more volunteer clerks. Clerking is a great learning experience
for experts as well as beginning growers.

| am asking for volunteer sponsors of the Best of Class Categories. We are
asking for a $35.00 donation for each category. | asked last year’s sponsors if
they wanted the same category first. The Best of Class categories that are still
in need of sponsors are:

Best First Bloom Seedling
Best Miscellaneous Genera Best Specimen
Best Vanda Best Art - Youth

You can see Donna for credit card payment or Donna and Joanne for cash or
check. Your name and sponsorship will be posted at the show. We appreciate
all those who help out.

Best Oncidium

| have 4 people who say they are interested in the field trip to the US Botanical
Garden on May 2, 2026. We will still go but it is not enough people to pursue
trying to get a narrated behind the scenes tour. | outlined the plans in last
month’s newsletter if you need more details. | need an email confirmation if you
are interested at rmyorana@gmail.com. | plan to have the VOS cover the train
ride and admission is free. The deadline for sharing your interest in going is
February 1, 2026.

Our next meeting is February 1, 2026 in place of our January meeting. We are
having Wenqing Perner, a Paph grower from China. She is speaking at the
NCOS Paph Forum. She will be speaking on Paphiopedilums in China. She will
be bringing her book for sale. She is limited about bringing plants due to import
laws. She has a website where you can order them and she ships twice a year.
| will be taking her to the Olive Garden at Glenside for Sunday dinner at 5:30 if
anyone wants to join us after the meeting, pending she is agreeabile.

We will not have Zoom at this meeting since | don’t have anyone experienced to
run it. | encourage you to come in person for the meeting.

February 15, 2026 our speaker will be Courtney Hockney from Florida. He is a
renowned Cattleya grower. He will have plants and books for sale. He is taking
preorders from his source in Hawaii. Preorders must get to him by the morning
of February 2, 2026. His email is hackneau@comcast.net. He will speak on
Growing and Flowering better Cattleyas. | need a volunteer to pick him up from
the airport on Saturday, 2/14/26. | don’t know the time yet. | have attached the
orchid list flyer he has sent me.

President's Message continued on page 3

Our Meeting Location:
Classroom 1 in the
Kelly Education Center

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden ::
1800 Lakeside Ave., Henrico, VA 23228




President’s Message Continued

Future meeting speakers include:

3/15: Beth Davis from Waldor Orchids: Orchids are Different But Not Difficult
4/19: Graham Ramsey: TBD - He grows Phragmipediums and is from NC.
5/17: Martin Motes: Temperature Tolerant Vanda hybrids

| received Rob Nordin’s resignation after May. We want to congratulate him for entering CRNA school. We
thank him for preparing our programs for the last 2 years. We wish him the best in his new career.

You will receive a reminder newsletter about January 27, 2026. If | have left anything out, | will post it then.
Best wishes,
Robin

SignUp Genius - Additional Volunteers Needed

Please sign up to help with the show! We need your help, too. It's a great way to spend time with other
members and really get to know them. Volunteering as a clerk for the VOS judges is a great first opportunity
as a volunteer, a way to really see the displays through another set of eyes and meet other VOS members.
Other great opportunities to get to know our members are show setup, welcome table, and takedown/loadout
on Sunday afternoon.

Thursday Set-Up
At the Kelly Education Center (KEC) the set-up of vendors will be happening and they will need help. One of
the reasons our vendors come back to our show year after a year is the support we provide for the vendors.

At the Robins Visitors Center (RVC) the orchid displays will be built in the Cafe and the Art exhibit will be hung
in the hallway gallery. At both places help will be needed!

Welcome Tables

At the Kelley Education Center welcome table, two volunteers sit at a table to welcome visitors to the show.
We’'re also there to direct visitors to our Show’s locations, answer questions about the show, orchid culture,
and about the VOS. Don’t worry, we will have plenty of information at hand, a friendly smile is all you need!

The welcome table inside the Robins Visitors Center Cafe, where the orchid displays are set out, is similar
to KEC welcome table. It also includes handing out the tickets for people’s choice voting, answer questions
about the displays and generally help out!

Vendor Help
We have two vendor help floaters at all times, one for Quarter Acre exclusively (our supplies vendor is a
one-person operation), and one for the other vendors so they can take breaks. Nine to five can be a long day!

VOS Sales Booth
A very busy place- you will not be bored here! This is where members’ plants, books, and other orchid-related
items will be sold.

Takedown - Cleanup - Loadout on Sunday
Lewis Ginter takes their five o’clock closing time very seriously - so we do, too. Everyone’s help is most
welcome.

With everyone helping, we have a great time working together, and then we have great speakers at our
meetings in the coming year. It's because of all the time we spend with each other and with the people who
come to the show that our membership fees are not higher.

With your signup, please be sure to scroll to the bottom and make sure you’ve finished the signup process.
You should receive a confirmation email from the system. Thank you again for donating your time!

Locations on the SignUp Genius:

KEC - Kelley Education Center Entrance - the Welcome Table
Auditorium - Vendors and our vendor help floaters RVC - Robins Visitors Center
Cafe - Orchid Displays and Welcome table Hallway Gallery - the Art Exhibit




|
Message from the Show Chair

Hope everyone had great holidays. While we were preoccupied with holiday season celebrations, it seemed
the show was so far away. Now it seems approaching like a high speed train. All major parts of the show are
set or in motion. We have commitment from all six vendors including new vendor J&L Orchids. Six visiting
societies have agreed to set up orchid displays. AOS and Art Exhibit judges were recruited for Friday judging
session. Hospitality plans are finalized. Plans for the VOS display are in progress and you will see a
message from Coreen Gelber about plants and props. The Art exhibit committee is working on the registration
of the art works as the entry forms arrive. Only one large part of the show - volunteer shifts at various stations
to run the show - rely totally on the VOS members’ participation. For your convenience the online SignUp
Genius system is set and running. It is easy to sign up for time slots during all days of the show and can be
done any time from home, no need to wait for our meeting on February 1 to do it on paper signup sheets. In a
message from Joanne Brothers, Welcome Table chair, you will find a description of the various stations
throughout the show. Please, take a look at your calendar and make sure you have set aside time to help with
the show — our largest event of the year.

Irina

Call for Orchids!!

Please consider entering your blooming orchids in the VOS Orchid Show February 27-March 1 at Lewis
Ginter Botanical Garden. The VOS has a 50 ft. exhibit for our “Symphony of Orchids”. This is an AOS
Judged show.

Patrick Carey has volunteered to register all your orchids, so please send him the plant names and judging
class no later than Friday February 20. If you think an orchid will be open in time for the show, please have it
registered. If it doesn’t make it in time, we can pull it off the list. Contact Patrick at
Carmella.Carey@yahoo.com. He can also help you determine the class for your orchid if you send him a
picture and size of the flowers.

Please bring your plants to Lewis Ginter on the set-up day Thursday February 26, no later than 11AM for
inclusion in the VOS exhibit.

Please be sure your name is written on the pot in black marker or on a piece of masking tape on the pot.
Also plant name tags cannot be seen in the display. If you have many labels in the pot with your repotting
history etc., please keep those safely at home and only include 1 label with plant name. Please be sure your
plant is clean and disease/insect free. Take a few minutes and clean up your plant as you would like to see it
displayed. There is no storage space, so please don't leave your boxes and plant flats when dropping off
your plants. Take them home and bring them back on Sunday.

Please pick up your plants after the show, Sunday March 1 between 3:30-4:30PM.

Call for VOS exhibit plants and greenery!!

As we are building the exhibit for the VOS Orchid show, we are often in need of filler greenery. We are
looking for ferns or other small to medium green potted plants. They cannot have flowers. Be sure they are
clean and disease/insect free. They will be returned to you after the show, so please put your name on
them. If you have any questions whether a plant is appropriate, please send a picture and size to
coreenhg@gmail.com or text at 516-369-2160.

Call for VOS Exhibit props!

Symphony of Orchids calls for Music/orchestra props. If you have appropriate items we could use in the
display please contact Coreen at coreenhg@gmail.com. Do not loan us anything very valuable or something
that cannot sit with plants and possible dampness.

THANK YOuU!!!




Name Tags

If you would like a permanent nametag, please let me know! The VOS is paying for these, we just need to
know who needs one, and we will be ordering nametags in early February. These will have first name (please
be sure | know the first name you want to use) and last name on the first line, with “Virginia Orchid Society” on
the second line.

| have heard from many of you that you would like a permanent nametag, and some members have let me
know they already have one. For the rest of you, please send me an email or a text message so | know if you
need a nametag or not.

Thanks,

Joanne Brothers
jbrothers165@gmail.com
804-399-3685

Photos from our December Show Table

Photos by June Pierson

Rlc Hilo Grand ‘Waldor’s 100 Grand’ Paphiopedilum Michael Koopowitz Rlc Lawless Walkiire ‘The Ultimate’
Grown by Deborah Fox Grown by Beth Kunberger Grown by Deborah Fox

Cattleya percivaliana “Ondine” AM/AOS
Grown by Deborah Fox

Paphiopedilum callosum ‘#1° x
P. Maudiae ‘Long Life’
Grown by Ron Geraci

Paphiopedilum lowii
Grown by Beth Kunberger




More Photos from our December Show Table

Photos by June Pierson

Laelia anceps ‘Hoang” HCC/AOS
Grown by Stan Baker

Coelogyne glumacea Bc Maikai ‘Spotted Star’
Grown Michael Gelber Grown by Karen Collier

-

Bulbophyllum Jersey ‘Black’s Red Star’ Laclia gouldiana
Grown by Karen Collier Grown by Stan Baker

Dendrochilum cobbianum
‘Chartreuse Sentinel’
Grown by Karen Collier

C. guatemalensis ‘Alba’ x Lalia Autoceps
C. loddigesii alba ‘Stanley’s’ FCC/AOS Grown by Stan Baker
Grown by Ron Geraci



