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“How | grow My Phragmipediums”
An in-person and zoom presentation by Graham Ramsey

In Classroom 1 at Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden
Sunday, April 19 from 1 pm to 5 pm: Presentation at 2 pm

V=X { N | was bitten by the orchid bug about 20 years ago. My
e first orchid was...you guessed it, a white phalaenopsis.
It wasn’t until my mother-in-law sent me home with two
boxes full of not white phalaenopsis that | became
obsessed. Sound familiar? Next came joining the
Western North Carolina Orchid Society. From there it
was Board member, Vice President, President, and
Annual Show Chair (for 11 years). | am currently
serving on the AOS Membership and Marketing
Committee and the Affiliated Societies Committee. Did
| mention | do home propagation? I've really got it bad.
| have registered 12 of my own hybrid crosses and
have received over 40 AOS awards, 7 of them on my
new hybrids.

Graham will bring plants to sell.
Members may not bring plants to sell!




Virginia Orchid Society
2025-2026 Officers:

President:
Robin Maiorana

Vice President & President Elect:

Robert Nordin
Treasurer:

Donna Poland
Membership Chair:

Joanne Brothers

Recording Secretary:
Beth Kunberger
Past President:
Irina Neverova
AOS Affiliated Societies Rep:
Daune Poklis
Hospitality Chair:
Karen Collier
Facebook Administrator:
Robert Rand
Library Chair:
Robert Thiessen
Publicity Chair:
Open and available
Endowment Chair:
Debby Sauer
Education Chair:
Linda Lawrence
Newsletter Editor:
Ron Geraci
Webmaster:
Ethan Gaddis
Judges Forum:
Michael Gelber
Show Chair:
Irina Neverova
Out of Town Show Chair:
Open and available
VOS Email Address:

virginiaorchidsociety@gmail.com

Refer to your membership

directory for the email addresses

for the above members

President’s Message

Kelly Education Center

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden '
1800 Lakeside Ave., Henrico, VA 23228

Hi All,

| am looking forward to seeing you Sunday at the meeting. | hope we
have a great show table with all of our spring bloomers. | look forward to
hearing our speaker, Graham Ramsey.

Lewis Ginter is loaning us their headset microphone. | have tried it and it
seems to work. | hope it helps in getting the members’ attention and using
it for speakers.

| have ordered the name badges. | don’t know if they will be here by
Sunday but | will bring them if they do. Remember that the society is
paying for the first one but you will have to pay for any after that. The
cost is $6.50 for one. | will be happy to see everyone with a name badge
on. Thank you for wearing yours.

Our trip to DC is in 1 1/2 weeks. If you have any questions, let me know,
rmyorana@gmail.com. We will meet at the Staples Mill Amtrak Station
at 6:30AM. Allow time for parking since the bus leaves at 7:00AM.

The executive board is holding a special meeting on May 17, 2026 at
12:00 in Classroom 1 prior to our regular meeting. It is to discuss and
vote on how to honor Dr. Burke through a donation to the Virginia
Academy of Science, the AOS, and/or a symposium. All are welcome
to attend but only board members can vote. | am asking for all board
members to be present.

Thank you for sharing your love of orchids. | hope we can learn from
One another.

| hope to see you Sunday!
Best wishes,

Robin

Our Meeting Location:
Classroom 1 in the




Photos from our March Show Table

Photos by June Pierson
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Phragmipedium besseae flavum Phragmipedium Jason Fischer
‘Broadwaters’ x self ‘Phoenix Rising” FCC/AOS
Grown by Deb Fox Grown by Deb Fox

Cattleya mossiae

Cattleya forbesii ‘Margaret [lgenfritz Grown by Rob Nordin

AM/AOS
Grown by Deb Fox

Cattleya Frans Hais ‘Majesty’
Grown by Deb Fox
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Phalaenopsis equestris x self Dendrobium Little Green Apples
Grown by June Pierson Grown by June Pierson
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Proposed Slate of Officers for 2026-2027

The VOS nominating committee has proposed the following slate of
officers for our upcoming year. Voting will take place at our May meeting.

President: Robin Maiorana
President-elect: Beth Kunberger
Vice President: Helen Hull-Sanders

Membership Secretary: Pam Tuggle
Recording Secretary: Meredith Brothers
Treasurer: Donna Poland

‘Growing Orchids in a Grow Tent’

Running out of space on your window sill for orchids? Not sure about growing

under lights? Join Donna Poland prior to our regular meeting on April 19th, 2026, from
1:00pm - 1:30pm in Classroom 1 (Kelly Educational Center) for a presentation on
‘Growing Orchids in a Grow Tent’. She will conduct a short presentation and Q&A on
how she grow plants in a 'grow tent' under lights. This presentation will introduce you
to a different growing option for orchids. Everyone is welcome!!

Anyone have an outstanding society expense?

May 17th meeting will be the last opportunity to submit a reimbursement request to
Donna Poland, treasurer. Please complete the reimbursement request form and
attach any receipts -- you can mail the form before May 17th or bring it to the April or
May meetings.

VOS display at Triad Orchid Society Show

Triad Orchid Society has invited the VOS to participate at their show that will be held
on May 8-10 at High Point University in North Carolina. Irina Neverova is putting
together a team for set up and/or take down, The set up is on Thursday, May 7 and
we have a bit of flexibility for the take down time - either on Sunday, May 10 after 4
p.m. or on Monday, May 11. If you are interested to help either with set up on
Thursday/Friday and/or take down on Sunday or Monday and available to drive,
please let Irina know (ineverova@yahoo.ca).

We have not participated in shows in May and | am looking forward to seeing a
different variety of blooming orchids for our VOS display. Please, e-mail Irina a list of
your blooming plants to go into the display by Sunday, May 3.




